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Selfish ambition may help us to 
climb to the point where we may 
be seen; but it never aids us in climbing to where we 
can seé. The higher a man gets in the world in 
pursuit of selfish aims, the narrower his field of 
vision becomes ; the higher he gets in the pursuit of 
unselfish aims, the farther he can see around him. ‘It 
matters little whether we climb in life, if we do not 


climb toward a higher point of vision. 


Climbing 


a 


Christmas is the birthday of Christ, 
and of those who are Christ’s. It 
is all saints’ birthday. In Christ's coming was the 
real birth of every true Christian that was ever 
born, Christmas is the birthday of every hero, of 


Christmes 


every martyr for truth, of every reformer of wrongs, 
of every sympathizer with earth’s woes, of every 
prophet of earth’s possibilities; for on this day he 
who has been the impulse for truth, the strength 
against wrong, the fountain of sympathy, and the 
inspiration of prophecy, was born into the world. It 
is your birthday, and mine, in just so far as there 
has been anything great or true or good—anything 
Christ-like—born into our lives. As St. Barnard 
of Cluny preached in one-of his sermons: ‘‘ Three 
divine and heavenly. births we remember at Christ- 
mas time,—first, the eternal generation of the only 
begotten Son from God the Father; second, the 
birth of Jesus the Christ from Mary the Virgin; 
third, the divine and spiritual birth of Jesus in the 
hearts of all his people.’’ 
= 


Failure to advance in a world of 
progress means falling behind. If 
The Sunday School Times is not better during 1897 
than it was during 1896, it is not as good. Here is 
a glimpse at what will be in its pages during the 
coming twelve months. Weekly expositions of the 
International Sunday-school lessons will continue as 
heretofore, with the following changes ; A new regu- 
lar article will appear, called ‘‘The Senior Bible 
Class,’’ and will be conducted by Professor Dr. 
F.,K. Sanders, who occupies the chair of Biblical 
Literature at Yale University. An idea of the scope 
and purpose of the: new article is given in Professor 
Sanders’ own words in this week’s issue. The weekly 
articles for. primary workers will be written, from 
January to June, by Miss Julia E. Peck, and from 
July to December by Mrs. R. B. Preuszner. The 
latter was for years one of the leaders of the Chicago 
Primary Union, and is now engaged in similar work 
in Kansas. Biographical sketches, accompanied by 
portraits, will tell of the life and present work of 
each of the regular lesson writers. For primary 
workers especially there will be printed, from time 
to time, stenographic verbatim reports of lessons 
actually taught to classes by some of the most effective 
teachers in this country. Among the ‘‘side lights ’’ 
on the Sunday-school lessons will be articles on Paul, 
his character, life, travels, and contemporaries, by 
Ian Maclaren, I. Zangwill, Professors Drs. W. M. 
Ramsay, J. P. Mahaffy, and Dr. Leonard Woolsey 
Bacon. The progress of the latest research in Bible 
Jands will be recorded by such eminent scholars as 
Professors Drs. Herman V. Hilprecht (of the editorial 
staff), A. H. Sayce, Fritz Hommel, J. F. McCurdy, 
Peter Jensen, Heinrich Zimmern, Dr. F. J. Bliss, 
and others. Bible-class workers will have an oppor- 
tunity of learning, from the men themselves, of the 
methods tested and used by Justice David J. Brewer 
of the United States Supreme Court, and Drs. R. R. 
Meredith, Jamies A. Worden, M. B. Riddle, and 
A. F. Schauffler. For music-lovers, articles will 
appear by such authorities as Dudley Buck, Ira D. 
Sankey, Louis .F. Benson (editor of the new 
Presbyterian Hymnal), W. W. Gilchrist, and F. J. 
Breitenbach, organist of the Cathedral at Lucerne, 
Switzerland. A series of articles on the lives of the 
world’s greatest educators and teachers will be con- 
tributed to, among others, by Sir Joshua Fitch (late 


Plans for 
- Next Year 


Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Training-Colleges), 
H. Courthope Bowen,,M.A., General John Eaton, 


and Professors Drs. Nicholas Murray Butler and 
Bible manufacture and Bible 
circulation will be described by Henry Frowde, pub-— 
lisher to the University of Oxford, and Dr.’ William — 


Charles H,. Thurber. 


Wright, secretary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 


ington Booth, will be described by these two workers, 
And among writers of other articles of general and 
special interest will appear such names as Charles HM, 
Parkhurst, Annie Trumbull Slosson, William C. 
Prime, Richard Burton, George Matheson, 
Booker T. Washington. It is hoped that the frésh 


light that will be thrown on so many phases of Chris- 
tian life and work will help to make the new year 


one of real advance to every reader of The Suse 
School Times. 


CAB 
The Divine Irony of Bethlehem 


7 are loving ironies in God's methods, both 

of nature and of grace. 
seen in the adjustments of causes to effects. Our 
way is to adapt the one to the other, so that there 
shall be nothing unexpected in the result we obtain. 
If we want a widely extended achievement, we mus- 
ter all our forces, put our best foot foremost, and 
take for. granted that nothing short of our utmost 
effort will be crowned with success. 

This is because we deal chiefly in the sphere of 
the mechanical, in which a pound weighs just sixteen 
ounces, and a foot measures just twelve inches, and 
all things respond to our expectations in just their 
ascertained measures. But the moment we enter 
the sphere of the vital, and still more after we pass 


to that of the spiritual, we become aware of a gracious ~ 


and kindly scorn of our estimates and our measures 
of things. 


the seed is feeble enough to be crushed by the foot 


of man or the’ beak of a bird, but it can tear the 9 


Work among convicted criminals, how so” 
actively carried on by D. L. Moody and Més. Balle” 


and 


The germ of life which lies implicit in ~ 


e 
Especially are these ~ 


. 
¥ uy 


* 


mighty stones from their places in the Jagannath a 


temple, or rend apart the asphalt pavements of a 9 


city park, by a power too great to be resisted, and 
too subtle for our mechanical tests. 

The spiritual is the form of the vital which is far- 
thest from what is mechanical and measurable. 
forces are the subtlest of all, and their strangeness 
finds no more striking illustration than in the wonder 
of the Incarnation. 
into a habitation of righteouf. ws and peace. 


Man 


Its” 


“4 


A world was to be transformed 7 ' 


had failed to achieve this, for his civilizations were > 


Even God 


sinking into a corrupt decrepitude. 


and the long ages of national discipline had but pro- 99 


duced a generation of sapless moralists, whose glory 


ry 


seemed to have failed, for the law and the prophets 4 


ee, 


lay, not in their likeness to God, but in their unlike- _ 


ness to other men. 


dreariest spiritual winter, and no germ of a new life 
was to be seen anywhere. 


Then it was that in a little child, born in the stable e 


The world had sunk into its: 


and cradled in a manger by poor and obscure par- ~ " 


ents of the mechanic class, came into the world to 
work a transformation the vastest in its moral history. 








The child of Bethlehem in his seeming feebleness 
and insignificance stands out as the fittest type of the 
*startling methods of that great reyolution, which 
“sprang from his life, his death, and his rising again. 
Then most visibly, as always in the reality, he was 
the proof that God had chosen the weak things of 
the world to put to shame the strong, the foolish to 
‘put to shame them that are wise, the things which 


























































“might glory before him. For, as Luther says, Chris- 
‘from what is great and impressive, but from a child’s 
- birthplace ; 
and the simple shepherds are led by heavenly mes- 


‘of God’s ways of working. Even his church loses 
__ faith at times in the power of the naturally feeble but 
' spiritually powerful forces which make for the growth 
and the victory of the kingdom. 
often from these to put its trust in machinery, in 





~ game loving ironies come to check its unbelief. 
‘tude but loving heart becomes once more thé man- 
“ger of that divinest birth, and power from on high 
shines forth in his word and life; or some kindly, 
“inspiréd thought shapes itself into works of Christ- 
like love, and the earth shines with the tender light 
of heaveQ, reflected on the faces alike of those who 
‘Bive and those who get the blessing. So, through 
“the feeble, the foolish, the despised things, God 


: works his victories. 
NOTES eRe 


‘OPEN 


This department has its purpose and its limitations. Its pur- 
” pote is the giving and answering of such of the letters received 
by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to have, an iptez- 
est to readers generally, and for which the space can conveniently 
be found. Its limitations are fixed by the requirements of other 
departments. There are times when ten letters which might 
have a place here are received, when only one can be printed. 
Letters are warmly welcomed, and they are cordially invited. 
‘Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter either answered 
or read by the Editor,. The signature to every letter or postal 
- eard in an unfamiliar handwriting is first looked for. If that be 
> lacking, the document is at once destroyed unread. 




















a. 


It is not easy to please everybody. An 


LackotPunay = editor finds that out, as well as a doc- 


_feligious paper do not contain just what all readers would 
like to find in it. A Connecticut worker has been re- 
minded of this. He says : 


I find it very hard to get people to do that which will be for 
heir personal spiritual good. One who was a subscriber to The 
‘Surday School Times said, to-day, that she did not care to renew, 
@s there were no funny stories in the paper. Heaven pity such a 
person! She, a mother ! 


















That subscriber's point is well taken. There isn't any 
Stories to tell about it. The only strange thing in this 
case is that that woman subscribed for The Sunday 


‘may think that that in itself is funny. 
Sunday School Times keep at its serious business, and 
~ @ay that mother find her fun in life somewhere, even if 
she has to subscribe for a sectarian weekly ! 


Bo 


In studying the Bible stories, it is im- 
possible to get at their full meaning 
2 without some knowledge of Oriental 
ways as bearing on Oriental facts. It is as necessary to 
Bg. __ have help in that line as in the line of an English trans- 


Motives of the 
Queen of Sheba 













story of Solomon and the 


TOIL 1.98 


_ to Westerners. The 





“Hianity does not, like other religions, take its start 





? Kd i 
Sheba presents some of these. A Pennsylvania worker 
thus asks about one point : 

Would you be kind enough to give, in Notes on Open Letters, 
your opinion on a question raised in a Bible class in ‘our Sunday- 
school ?—did the Queen of Sheba visit King Solomon out of idle 
curiosity, or did she come for the purpose of acquiring a knowl- 
edge of the true God, in order that she might be profited thereby ? 
If the former was her motive, what does it mean when it is stated 
that she had heard of the fame of Solomon concerning ‘' the name 
of the Lord"’? And, again, how will she rise up and condemn 


judgment, if she came out of curiosity? By answering the above 
you will oblige many. 


In former days everybody recognized the power of the 


of the one true God. Every nation had its own god. 
All rulers ascribed their power to their national or per- 
It is every way probable that the Queen of 
Sheba worshiped her god, or gods, and felt that the glory 
of her kingdom was due to that fact. She had heard of 
the glory of Solomon's kingdom, and that he was favored 
of Jehovah, the God of Israel. She wanted to know if 


journey with that object in view. It must not be sup- 


meeting, to indicate her desire to ‘‘ seek the Lord,’’ and 
to be in closer relations with the only true God. But it 
may be understood that she was willing to look into the 
whole matter, dnd to find out for herself whether Solo- 
mon could give her information about the truth. She 
evidently did not think, like some modern wiseacres, that 
she could learn nothing from God or about God. There- 
fore it is that Jesus suggests that if she would come from 
the ends of the earth to learn from Solomon, as one of 
God's favored ones, she ought to be a reproach to those 
who will not learn. from a Greater than Solomon when 
he is close at hand. 





The Christmas Angels 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


GAIN, as of old, the shadows fold, and the midnight sky is 
clear and cold ; 
Again, as when the shepherds watched, the peasants sleep 
with their doors unlatched ; 
Serene and still over vale and hill, over palace gateway and cot- 
tage sill, 
In snow-white fleece lies the wintry peace, and the angels hasten 
to do God's will. 


Ever they keep above our sleep a vigil tender and sweet and deep, 
But they waken us now, from the skies aglow, and the sound of 
their wings goes to and fro, 


tor or a.merchant. The columns of a Hark to the song of that seraph throng, who nearest of all to the already attained, it is a fetter to inquiry.’ But humility - 


throne belong, 
Hither they come to heart and home, with hail to the right that 
shall smite the wrong. 


Glory to God ! 
road, 

Lifting the Name on their fanning flame, as peace and good-will 
their notes proclaim, 

Sending afar without a jar, wherever our Father's children are, 

The word of grace from the Father's face, thrilling in music from 
Star to star. 


They send abroad harpings of heaven on earthly 


fen in an editor's life, and of course he has no funny Sing to us, angels of Christmas, sing, while sweet in the day dawn wrong, we point it to a companion of the same age who a 


our glad bells ring ! : 
Sing of the Love that comes from above, brooding and soft as the 
breast of the dove, 


School Times the first time. What made her think that’ white we swift forget the pain and fret, and the pitiful things to Sary that the,beginner of its education should be a maw 
she could find any funny stories in it? Some readers - 


which tife is set, 


Well, may The And leave at the manger all thought of danger, and worship the means to us the imperfect governess. We think that the 


Child, God's children yet. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


CFB 
The Child in the Midst 
By George Matheson, M.A., D.D., F.R.S.E. 


HE picture of the little child in the midst of the 
apostolic ring is one of the most striking in all gos- 
pel portraiture. It is a meeting of the greatest extremes 


~~ lation of the original Hebrew and Greek. The Bible in the universe ; it is the marriage of contrasts ; it is the a college of absolute wisdom,—to study absolute models, 
: Was written in the East for Easterners, and in conse- lame feet at the Beautiful Gate of the temple ; it is what to receive absolute truth, to listen to the final verdict, 
quence there are many, points that require explanation Herbert would call «‘the bridal of the earth and sky.” © the last judgment upon all men and things. et 

Queen of In the center of the most select circle this world has . And yet I am quite convinced 










4 


ever seen, he by the most august life that ever pre- 
sided over: the selectest circle, stands a simple peasant 
child, waiting for its first lesson in God's Sunday-school. 

To my mind there is one side of the picture which 
has not received attention. We have been so lang con- 
templating how the disciples looked at the child, that 
we have quite forgotten to consider how the child looked 
at the disciples. Yet, if I am not greatly mistaken, it is 
here, and not in the other, that the moral of the picture 





_ 


are not to confound the things that are, that no flesh that generation in the time of our Lord, or this generation, at the lies, What was the fault of these disciples ?. Why did 


Christ put a child in the midst of them? Startling as it 
may seem, I say it was to teach them aspiration. Their 
fault was the want of aspiration. They had not learned 


this its first shrine to which the wise 8°45 even if they did not admit the absolute supremacy to jonk up, they could only look round. “They were not 


measuring the heavens, they were simply measuring 
one another. They were asking which of them should 

be the greatest. It was not greatness itself which they 
wanted. They were quite content to stop at the point 
where each was superior to others. They did not 
wish to receive the kingdom for its own sake, but for the — 
position it would bring, Not a man of them would -~ 


It turns aside too she had been informed correctly. So she made her have wished to scale the stars if nobody had seen: him. 


It was not the love of art, it was the love’of art's repu- 


> sensations, in display and prestige... Then always the Posed that she came forward from Sheba to Jerusalem in tation, it was to hear the crowd in the gallery say “How 
Some the attitude of an ‘inquirer’’ at a ‘ revival’’ prayer- gy.) 


Their error was not that they were too aspiring, 
but that they aspired too low. 

Now it was to counteract this error that the Lord set 
forth the child. He wanted them to see what aspiration 
is, pure and simple. He wanted them to see how a 2 
child-receives the kingdom, how a child receives every ay 
kingdom, —not for what it will bring, but in the joy of 
it, in the love of it. He wanted them to get an idéa of 
what ambition really is,;—not the desire to be first at the 
goal, but the craving for the goal itself. That is why he 
set before them alittle child. It is the child’s aspiration 
that is the real subject of the picture. The disciples are - 
to throw themselves in sympathy into the center of the - 
ring, —to live in the child's experience, to learn its power 
of looking up, to feel its revérence for higher things. 

Perhaps some one will tell me that the passage itself 
is against my view. ‘* Whosoever shall humble himself 
as this little child,'’"—do not the words imply that the 
disciples are to cultivate humility? Yes, undoubtedly ; 
but why? Because humility is the root of all aspiration. 
Aspiration is the opposite of pride. Pride looks down, 
aspiration looks up. Pride sees something below it, A 
aspiration beholds something above it. Pride stands at “¥ 
the top of the hill, aspiration lies in the depth of. the 
valley. Pride is-the sense of perfect fulness, aspiration : 
is the feeling of the empty heart. Children are very © ) 
humble, and therefore they are very unsatisfied. They ~~ 
are conscious of their ignorance, and therefore they are Be: 
the most inquiring of all minds. They take the king- ak 
dom by violence, they expose everything to the test of 
the higher criticism, they ask, ‘‘ Who made God ?"’ The ~~ 
man who thinks that humility. is opposed to research” 4 - 


aR eS 
Coa Sg 
4 


re ha 
LT 
" 


ho 
; 


Now, in the light of this fact, you will understand 
the mystery of what happened inside the ring. At ‘first ee 
sight it seems startling enough. The popular view is e. 
that a child should be stimulated by the models nearest 
to its own stage of development. When it has déne 


it~ an 9 

must go to school. Pride 7s; it counts itself to have = = § 
2 «8, Seb 

is a wing ; it mounts as the pinion of an eagle, it runs | a 
without weariness, it walks without faintness. It is the ‘ Bie 
poor in spirit who receive the kingdom ; the humble Bees Pi 
alone can aspire. . << * 


hasigone right We suggest motives to viftue on the 
line of its present pleasures. We do not think it necés- 


ora woman thoroughly educated. Thenurse , yovernéss 


less above the child she is, the better teacher will she be. 
Here is a picture which, at one sweep of the eye, re- 
verses all our judgmefts. A rustic child is brought for~ 
his education into the most learned academy the world —~ 
has ever known. He has Mozart for his music-teacher. 
and Raphael for his drawing-master, and Humboldt for 
his geography, and Grote for his history, and Max Miéil-— 
ler for his etymology. Nay, these are poor similes ; they 
give measurable distances, they do not indicate the gulf 
between the extremes. This child is professedly put in- 


















that Christ's picture is 
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more true to nature than ours. I feel quite sure that, 
not the child alone, but every one of us, is developed 
by that which is above him. The child is only selected 
because, by reason of his greater humility, he has more 
aspiration. No man is lifted by the contemplation of 
any model on a level with himself. --1 have often been 

_ struck with that passage in the seventh chapter of Rev- 
elation where the angel, in pointing out to man the in- 
habitants of heaven, directs him first of all to the reserved 
seats, ‘‘ Who are these in front of the throne?’’ He 
was right to begin at the top and come down. I would 
have every child and every man similarly trained, I 
would allow Jacob by all means to step first on the low- 
est round of his ladder ; but, before he steps at all, I 
would haye him to look at the height. We climb the 
heights of music ‘from scales and exercises, but we do 
not climb them. dy scales and exercises. If we mount 
_at all, it is on the wings of the morning, by the hearing 
of real or imaginary melodies which as yet we couid not 
play. Our first effort at poetry was a poor thing, yet the 
first effort was not the first beginning. Poor as it was, it 
would not have been there at all if something had not 
been there before it,—the song of the brook or the song 
of the Psalmist. In every intellectual pursuit we begin 
by standing in the ring of our superiors. We see the 
land that is far off ere even we begin to grope for it. 
We gaze from the peak of Nebo before we cross the 
stream. - 

And what shall we say of the moral world? I say 
that here again the threshold of childhood is the middle 
of the ring, —the sight of something beyond it. It is a 
patent fact that the main object -of the child’s imitation 
is not its fellow-child, it is the grown man. Its admira- 
tion precedes its capacity by a long way. The heroes 
of its picture-book are quite beyond it. Even where it 
figures physical strength, it is not the strength of its own 
years, it is the prowess of Jack the Giant-killer. Its 
very displays of temper are more imitative than sponta- 
neous, —imitative of the man. It is my experience that 
a child never imitates a quality in itself inferior. Ask 
him what he would like to -be ; he will probably startle 

}you-by the seeming smallness of his ideal. Very likely 

he will tell you that he intends to-be a cab-driver. But 
look deeper. Is it to him a small ideal? No, it is a 
high aspiration. His humility'tells him that he needs 
guiding power.. Here is a man that can guide even such 
unruly things as horses. He,is transfixed with admiration 
of a power above his own, yet a power in the direction 
of his needs, He too shall get this guiding strength. 
At present he is like the horse,—another has the reins 
over him. But he will bea man. He will rise to the 
driver's seat ; he will become a little Providence ; he 
will keep rude forces in order ; he will direct the move- 
ment of lumbering wheels ; he will take the reins of 
this miniature world ; ‘he will lead instead of following. 

The child’s first picture, then, is always above him ; 
he ascends ere he descends. It is here that the Bible 
steps in. It says, ‘‘ Be sure he ascends to the top."’ 
The Bible's one fear is that the child’ s ring may be some- 
thing intermediate, something between the sun and the 
mire. It wants his first gaze to be on the highest, —«« I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.’’ It would show 
him the star before he sees the manger, and it would 
have no minor star. ‘‘I shall have the first prize or 
nothing,’’ says-many an- enterprising school-boy. The 
Bible says ‘‘Amen,’’ and it offers him Christ, —Christ 
on the threshold, Christ in the morning, Christ before 
the burden and heat of the day. Forbid not the little 
ones to take a leap so long. They will not fall. Itisa 
minor leap that will maim themgdislocate them. Be- 
ware whom your child puts in the outer ring, beware 
how any lesser light gets the start of Jesus. 1 would 
have the picture of Christ hung up in the heart before 
_ any other furnishing. - I would have it precede all teach- 
ing, all worldly contact, all study of human history. I 
would have the child meet Christ before he sees Barab- 
_ bas. I would let his first taste of heroism be the vision 
of sacrificial love. I would tell him on the threshold 
that there is a strength which sheds not the blood of its 
enemies, but its own,—a power whose majesty is self- 
restraint, an empire whose King is servant of all. I 
would show him the manliness of meekness, the charm 
of chivalry, the joy of gentleness, the might of mercy, 
the courage of conviction, the peace of purity, the great- 
mess of being good. For I know that in the days to 
come, when much of the future furniture shall be old, 
__. and some of it shall be worn away, this picture shall keep 
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Malta to-day asse-t the correctness of Luke's statements © 
of material matters. Such things give us confidence in 
the accuracy of the resurrections and several Pentecosts 
recorded. Let it not be thought that one Pentecost was 
all that was designed. The record of their repeated 
occurrence is in the Acts. And the promise of their 

_ coming is not yet nearly fulfilled. “ Peter went back to 
the promise to explain the evident fact. We should go 7 
back to the promise, 11 ; 17, to see that it is not yet fule 
filled ‘upon all flesh,’ and to the book of our study to 
find the conditions on which the Spirit will come on our 
hearts and churches to-day. 


the freshness of its morning glow, and at evening time 
there shall be light. 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 
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The Acts—of the Holy Ghost 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 













HE book that gives the first chapter of the history 

of the Christian Church has been named ‘*The 

Acts of the Holy Ghost.’ It is a true title. The svb- 

title might be, ‘‘In the ‘first part, by Peter ; in the sec- 

ond, by Paul." Were it an account of the acts of all the 

apostles, what boundless history now buried would be 
narrated ! 

For a iittle more than,six months the Christian world 
is to study the genesis, not of the created worlds, but of 
the inspired Church. 

When Fulton announced tliat the first steamboat, the 
Clermont, would make a trial trip, the wharves, streets, 
windows and roofs of houses, were filled with a jeering 
crowd. But as the boat left the pier, stemmed the cur- 
rent, and went up the river, the crowd shouted its enthu- 
siasm for a victory achieved. So we see the Church 
launched in the face of every human obstacle, but tri- 
umphant through the ages by the inherent. power of God. 

It is portrayed in three aspects: 1, The pentecostal 
church (Acts 1 : 4 to 6 : 8); 2, The transitional church 
(6:7 to 15 : 34); 3, The universal church, that is, 
among the Gentiles (15 : 35 to the end)r 

Observe that Christ was as actually and personally 
present in his church as before his ascension (2 : 33; 
7:55; 9: 3-4; 10 : 13-16). ‘A dozen instances could 
be given. Besides Christ's presence, he sends the Holy 
Ghost. This book is the manual of the Spirit’ By it 
we know his manifestations and characteristics, as giver 
of comfort, illumination, and power to men. He up- 
turns, erodes, and recomposes the strata of races as 
really as the strata of rocks. No church that proposes 
to be efficient by the power of God tan neglect to study 
the methods, conditions, and results of the work of the 
Spirit as given in this book. That the whole church of 
to-day is now giving six months to its study is blessedly 
significant. 

This book owes its whole existence and signification to 
the belief and practice of the apostles that the Church 
was, and must be, Spirit guided, filled, and energized. 
There is no other basis for the Church's beginning or 
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University Park, Colo. . 
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The Thinker’s Christmas 


By the Rev. John Sheridan Zelie 


HERE is not a true note which our religion ever 
struck but will find its way this year into the 
world’s Christmas music. Never before could Christmas — 
music be so rich or so profoundly glad. Many a lost 
note or harmony that had fallen out, as the best things 
will be lost at times, has been recovered for us who go 
this year on the wise men’s errand of wonder and praisé, 
The ancient claim of the children will be satisfied first, 
and childhood's unconquerable eagerness for possession, 
measuring the world by its little fist, will get the gifts 
which are the first things that any of us can ever under 
stand. * ° ae 
One grade higher is the Churchman's Christmas, ~ 
which has everywhere revived, and even those of us who — 
may not want it for ourselves are becoming wise enough ~ 
to believe that there is room in the world for the celebra- — 
tion of the Incarnation by flaming altars, the sweep of 
stately processionals, the high seas of triumphant organs, 
and by every symbol that has ever truly delighted the 
heart and faith of Christendom. Slowly and fearfully, 
too, there is stealing out of one heart after another a sus- va 
picion that we can hardly recall that story in the com- 
pleteness God meant for it when we leave out the mother 
who was to Him the sacrafnent that a mother always ~ 
is, and to whom he was more than a son ever was before, 
She was his first knowledge on earth, and his last trust 
on the cross. 
The worker too and the organizer will have their own 
standpoints of reckoning, and will rejoice in the now 
innumerable and ever-increasing agencies for 
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pr exiped the - ; nga Ay an ’ oe . 7 oat relief ; so that, turn where we may, we cannot complain, 
re: 38 ng ie 1 Di3d> bes oi By 5 » 13735 as we could once, that the world has forgotten Christ's 


‘inasmuch as ye did unto one of the least of these.” a 
Child, churchman, and worker will all be able to touch ~~ 
and see the good news that never was newer or better. 
But there remains a quieter rejoicing back of all these 
in the heart of the Christian thinker, who stands always 
‘behind the rest, giving them one impulse after another ~ 
from up in the quiet hills of thought. The thinker 
watches all the rest, and sees in them all the success of 
his thought. The field in which a world of people wall 
rejoice this year is indicated in the title of a famous | 
book by a deservedly loved man, «The Mind of the ~ 
Master.’’- The wider prevalence of that mind is the 
crowning glory of every Christmas. “ 


Occasionally a preacher of to-day, like Gordon of 
Boston, and many others, gets the idea, and lives ac- 
cordingly, that, besides and beyond grand architecture, 
fine choirs, fashionable location, and lofty eloquence, 
the Holy Spirit willingly and actually guides and inspires 
a church that is organized on that idea and for that pur- 
pose, and where everything else is contrived and subor- 
dinated to that end. This is just what ought to be 
expected, for the promise was unto the Jews and to their 
children, and to all that are afar off,—even as far as 
nineteen hundred years and thousands of miles. There 
has been no change of dispensation since the advent of 
the Spirit in the churches, This is the dispensation of 
Jesus through the Spirit. 

It is the one book of missionary methods and suc- 
cesses, Christianity has had victories that utterly out- 
dazzle those of Cyrus, Alexander, and Napoleon ; heroes 
who are far beyond Leonidas and Horatius. Here is a 
partial record of two heroes. There were many more 
who could live, work, and die, not having time nor 
inclination to set up pillars of record more enduring than 
brass. The study of unrecorded church history with the 
aid and company of those who made it will be one of the 
most fascinating studies in the world to come. The 
Acts is so far from being the record of the Twelve, or the 
Seventy, or the multitudes that were added botiy of men 
and women, that it omits all reference to Paul's --pistles ; 
of Paul's seven imprisonments it speaks of but two, of 
his three beatings by Roman lictors it tells of but one, 
of his five scourgings by the Jews it fails to record any. 
Meanwhile we inust study the metheds. have the hero- 
ism, and win the successes, of the early Church, or we 
shall be ashamed to be in such company. 

As a help to this study, we may depend with absolute 
confidence on the accuracy of this book. The sound- 
ings, currents, sea bottom, and-shore off Point Koura at 


“Though Christ in Bethlehem a thousand times were born, 
And not in us, so are we lost forevermore.” 

Thick with evil, as in his own day, are our times ; but 7 
we know it only because now, as then, he received the 
hearing which made greed and oppression stand out ~ 

distinct. has 
Years ago, John Foster elaborately inquired why evan- 
gelical religion was offensivegto persons of cultivated 5 
taste. Literature, man’s best gitt to men, had passed by 
Christ. It did not see how it could speak of him. Te: J 
day it cannot help speaking of him. But if it were 
religion that we were coveting 8 
this aid, perhaps we might still be waiting for it. The | 
best waits only on the best, and it may be that these 
gifts are now at the service of Christ for the reason that au 
never as now was Christ the one for whom they were ine Ce 
vited. It is not Christianity, but Christ now. The 
Christian who is simply a defender of Christianity, who 
draws all his incentive from an institution, is lost im a 
din of voices and counter-arguments to which there is no 
end. In the region of Christ the air is clearer, and Cone 
sent more general, From his character there is no dis- 
sent. Upon Christ himself literature waits at last. The 
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heart the beauty of his Lord, that those who could tell 
’ tliat beauty would not, that Christ must be praised only 
iby his faulty speech, that chagrin is over at last. The 
; _ best that can be given to any cause we can now command 
for Christ. 
Pierre Loti gives his fine talent to him in ‘‘ La Gali- 
’ tee.'’ Three novelists whom the world has willingly 
heard are nearly ready to devote that hearing to him 
_ through réwritings of his life. The Christ who has been 
‘rediscovered for us by rough labor of criticism is now 
‘fe-enthroned for us by the finest gifts of the finest minds. 
- Phe Gospel for an Age of Doubt’’ (Van Dyke. New 
- York : The Macmillan Co. $1.75) finds a way out of 
the discord of many schemes in ‘‘ The Gospel of a Per- 
son,’’ and the day of devotion to an abstraction seems 
nearly over. The author of ‘‘ The Christ of To-day"’ 
(Gordon. Baston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. $1.50), 
drawing strongly upon all man’s thought of himself, his 
world, and his God, puts Christ out of the region of 
‘experiment, and makes him the center of a world’s ex- 
__ perience. 
Last of all comes the new testimony, ‘‘The Shadow 
Christ’’ (Lee. New York: The Century Co. $1.25). 
It is no new thought that we should see the Old 
Testament through Christ, if we could, but this book 
_ seems almost the first that has really made us do it. 
What commentators have always pointed out as needful 
to be Cone we have had to wait for a poet to do, The 
istory of Israel has always furnished characters for ro- 
mance and poetry, but here the whole history is caught 
conception which makes the struggle of Israel 
the struggle of man. . We cease to think of Israel as a 
mechanism for producing a Messiah, an-after-thought, 
.0r a mere economy of God, but of her whole experience 
Ss something which must have occurred elsewhere, even 
q Israel refused her calling. The hush of the night, 
the teaching of the desert; and Job's rescue of his God 
‘out of the defects of that desert teaching, a poet's finding 
of Isaiah's very heart as it has never been told before, 
release the Old Testament from provincialism, and make 
it one long heroism of inspiration. 
Henceforth we are glad that, though our gifts be 
poor, our Lord has greater servants and better talents at 
‘his command. But the least of us may find our rejoicing 
in this, that the most we can do for ourselves in a selfish 
‘life is as nothing to the best we are capable.of in him. 
«His thought still stirs the best thought of men, his ser- 
"vice, as of old, awakens the best gifts, The best that is 
» in us will not move nor answer at the’call of self, but 
hurries out to meet him. Neither in the choruses, nor 
In the giving of the gifts, nor even in the devotion of books, 
will the finest of the Christmas rejoicings be heard, but in 
_ the silent gladness of one heart after another confessing 
"to its Master that until this Christmas it never knew nor 
' dreamed before what he had ever been to us, and what 
we may be through him. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Cra 
My Conscience 
By Lily S. Rogers 


LONG, long time ago, when I was a child, I went, 
with my sister, to a school about one mile from 
_ home. 
-| My mother was very strict with us, and we were-never 
- allowed to loiter on the way. But one day, after school 
hhours, I was persuaded by some of the girls to go behind 
* the Echoolhouse to a little creek, and play. 
__ Ttwas in the fall of the year, and we gathered beauti- 
- ful red and yellow maple leaves to take home and var- 
> nish for winter flower-pots ; and we made doll furniture 
' out of strong twigs, —little beds, tables, chairs, and pic- 
~ ture-frames. 

I suppose we must have stayed at least two hours 
playing by the creek, for it was yery late, almost dark, 
when I reached home. My mother was standing by the 

. gate, and quietly opened it for me as I approached. 

I felt guilty, and wondered what would happen, as I 
had never,been so late from school. Mother knew our 
teacher «never kept us in after school hours, as most of 

‘the children lived a great distance from school, and all 

of the scholars were young. 

Mother, walked. by my.si¢e up the long, winding path 
to the house, and asked, me in gentle tones what made 
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me so late. She said a ane could sia hk wit clint 
school was dismissed, so had come home without me. 

I shall never forget my mother’s sweet face when she 
I was afraid of punishment, and told 


spoke to me. 
a lie. 

‘*I could not come home any sooner, mother, because 
the teacher sent me on an errand,’’ I said. 

‘« Where did she send you, Nelly ?’’ my mother asked. 

‘* To the minister’ s house,"’ I answered promptly, 

The minister lived about half a mile beyond the school- 
house, and I thought I could deceive mother ; for it 
would have taken about as much time to go on the errand 
as we took to play by the creek. 

Mother believed me, and I was happy, —no, not really 
happy. Iwas glad I had not. been punished, but my 
conscience made me miserable, and as soon as I had 
told the lie I was sorry. 

However, I was ashamed to let her know I had told a 
lie, so I tried to forget my sin, and when the supper-bell 
rang, I ran in the dining-room laughing and talking to 
my sister, and trying to appear natural, 

I remember we had hot rolls and chocolate for supper, 
besides one or two tempting dishes: mother had herself 
prepared. My mind was not on my supper. The rolls 
choked me, the chocolate burnt my tongue, and when 
mother asked me if I would have some apple custard, I 
said, ‘‘If you please,’’ and handed her my tumbler. 

At this every owe smiled, and my father said, ‘‘ What 
are you dreaming about, my little girl ?’’ 

Somehow I did everything wrong that night, and was 
more and more confused. I kept on my face a smile to 
deceive my family, but I thought I noticed on my sister’ s 
face a look of thorough disapproval. I wondered if she 
knew I had not gone to the minister's, 

At family prayers that night I was ashamed to look at 
father when he read out of God's holy book. My father 
read in course, and that night the chapter was the twen- 
ty-first of Revelation. When he came to the eighth 
verse—‘‘all liars shall have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone ’’—I looked up quickly, 
and my sister's eyes were upon me. She was thirteen 
years of age, and had joined the church a few Sundays 
before. 

Oh, How I longed to get away from those eyes,—so 
pure, sosad! Father read on, describing the new Jeru- 
salem with pearly gates and streets of gold. It was all 
I could do to keep the tears back.. I felt as if I could 
never enter that holy land. And then the last verse of 
the chapter, ‘‘ And there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie ; but they which are written in 
the Lamb's book of life."’ 

We were in the habit of singing two hymms at prayers, 
my sister being allowed to select one, and I the other. 
When my time came, | was so confused I knew not what 
to select. As I opened my book, and turned the leaves, 
my eye fell on a hymn my grandmother had taught me, 
—my good old grandmother, who had passed, the year 
before, through the pearly gates to the new Jerusalem. 
My eyes filled with tears, and I could not read the words. 
My sister tipped to my chair. I pointed to the place in 
my book, and she read the words of the sweet hymn : 


“Tl lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God ; 
He bears them all, and frees us 
From the accurséd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
‘To wash my crimson’ stains 
White in his blood most precious, 
Till not a spot remains. 
**I long to be like Jesus, 
Meek, loving, lowly, mild ; 
I long to be like Jesus, 
The Father's holy child : 
I long to be with Jesus 
Amid the heavenly throng, 
To sing with saints his praises, 
And learn the angel's song.” 

After singing, we knelt for prayer. As soon as I rose, 
I slipped out of the room, and went upstairs, saying my 
heail ached. 

It was a lovely moonlight night, and I went to bed 
without lighting the lamp. My room was next to my 
mother’s, and sister’s was on the other side of my room. 
After every one was asleep, as I thought, i tipped in my 
mother’s room. Yes, they were asleep, ‘ 

Should I wake them, and tell them of my sin, and ask 
forgiveness ? 
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I did 1 an the courage, $0 I went to bed again, 
but not to sleep... There was a hair-mattress and a good 
set of springs on. my bed, and feather pillows, Dut it 
seemed to me my bed was made of thorns. I twisted 
and turned until I could stay in bed no longer.’ I de- 
termined to go tomy sister's room, and tell her I was 
sorry. She had always been kind to me, and had made 
a pet of me. 

I stole in her room softly, and found her kneeling: at 
her bed. She looked up at me, and I could see by the 
moonlight tears stealing down her cheeks, . She held: dut 
her hand, drew me down beside her, whispered a prayer 
for God to forgive me, and I got in her bed, and slept 
with her arm around me. 

Oh, how happy I was! As soon as I waked, I went 
in mother’s room, and told her of my disobedience and 
lie, and she freely forgave me, and begged Ged to, * That 
was my first and last lie to mother, She is in heaven 
now, and is waiting for me. ; 

It will not be long before I shall meet her. 

Little children, who read: this story, let me beg of you” 
to listen to your conscience. Your sin will find you out - 
sooner or later. Littke Sammy Brown -passed by our 
house, and told my sister I was playing by the creek with 
some girls. Be honest. vs 

Little children, do not encourage deceit. When your 
playmate confidentially whispers to you of some deceitful 
thing he is going to do, you whisper, ‘Oh, no! I wouldn’t_ 
if I were you.”’. © 

You are only a little child, but you can help people to 
be good, 

Now I want to tell you something. I want every little 
boy and girl who reads this story to learn ‘‘ While the 
days are going by."’ ! 

I have some little boys of my own, sail last nighit: at 
prayers their voices sounded very sweet singing, 

**Oh ! the good we all may do 
As the days are going by.” 
Learn it, won't you? 
Lexington, Va. 


1 Nore.—In Gospel Hymns, No. 5 (New York: The Biglowand Maig - 
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Divine Sympathy 
By Herbert Clarke 


HAT is thy grief to-day? 
A mind mute-burdened with its heavy sorrow, 
A soul too faint to see the hopeful morrow, 
A life that longs death's drapery to borrow ? 
Take heart ! 
He knoweth all thy way, : 
And makes thy inmost grief his chosen part. 


What is thy joy to-day? 
A mind in wonder at its own keen knowing, 
A soul wherein God's planted truth is growing, 
A life with eager happy love o' erflowing ? 
Rejoice ! 
P He knoweth all thy way, 
And hears with perfect love thy praising voice. 
Toronto, Can. 





Christmas at the Zebleys 
By Athenia Walker 


OW many rooms does it take to make a home ?: rk 
took just four for the Zebleys, —a great big kitchen - 
in the middle, on one side a parlor that was used only — 
on special occasions, And two little bedrooms on the 
other side,—one for ‘‘the best father and mother in the 
world,’’ as Dick and Harry said, and the other for ~ 
‘the two best boys in the world,”’ as father and mother 
said. : 


There were not very many things in the houten, but: 32 


there was so much love it ‘seemed sometimes as if the 
house could not hold it ; and that was because the father 
loved the mother, and the mother loved-the father, and’ — 
they both loved Dick and Harry, and Dick and Harry — 


loved them and loved eadr-other. Oh ! there was love - a 
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palin and where there j is plenty of love it is no matter 
if there are not very many things. And besides all the 
happiness that came every day from so much love, there 
was Christmas too. To-morrow would be Christmas. 

Dick and Harry could hardly wait. They had hung 
up their stockings in the parlor, one on eachiside of the 
fireplace. They had helped their father build up a fire 
all ready to light early in the morning, and now they 
had come back into the warm kitchen. 

How cold it was outside! No snow, no wind, just a 
clear, still cold. 

‘And just see the stars !’’ 
through the frosted window. 
bright."’ 

«That is because it is so cold,'’ said his father. 
«« The stars always look brighter on a very cold night."’ 

«Come, boys, it is nearly eight 0’ clock,’’ said mother. 
‘*You must go to bed, for you will be awake early in 
the morni.g.’’ . 

«Christmas Day in the morning ! Christmas Day in 
the morning !'’ sang Harry and Dick, and kept on 
singing it until they were too sleepy for anything but a 
“last good- night,'’. called se the open door to 
father and mother. 

And now for the gingerbread animals! Mrs. ‘Zebley 
always baked a whole menagerie of gingerbread animals 
* every Christmas Eve. The boys liked them. Mr. Zeb, 
ley helped to cut them out, and stuck in the currants for 
eyes, and took them out of thé oven when done. 

«I think these are the nicest ones we have ever made, 
dear,’’ he said. ‘I really can't wait for mine till morn- 
ing.’’ And he popped a whole bear into his great mouth. 

How they hoth laughed ! And then they carried them 
into the parlor, and stood them along on a narrow ledge 
below the mantle-shelf, just as they always did every 
Christmas. Then they filled the two stockings with 
some nice little gifts, and soon all was dark and still, 
and the bright stars were shining down upon that happy 
little home. 

The clock had just struck twelve when there came a 
- knocking ai the door. 

‘*Ho, ho!” Isanybody within ?’’ 

Mr. Zebley hurried: to answer. He opened the 
door, and there stood an old man, and a wont with a 
little child in her arms. 

‘* We are lost and cold,’’ said the man. 

‘«Come in, come in !'’ tried Mr. Zebley. 

How glad they were to come into this warm little 
house! They were nearly frozen, and could hardly 
speak, but the man managed to explain that he was 
driving the young woman from the railroad station 
twenty miles away to the next town, and had attempted 
to make a short cut across the prairie, and lost his way. 

«1 was going to my own people,’ said the woman 
faintly. ‘‘ They were expecting me, but did not know 
just when I was coming, or they would have met 
me.”’ 

‘*Dear,’’ said Mr. Zebley to his wife, ‘‘ this voung 
woman ought to go right to bed. Suppose we rouse 
the boys, and have her get into their warm bed, and the 
old man can go into our room.”’ 

Dick and Harry thought Christmas had come whgn 

their mothfer spoke to them. 
~~ «*Wake up, boys, wake up’! I want you to get up !"’ 

‘“Metry Christmas!"’ they cried, in a somewhat 
sleepy fashion to be sure. 

‘*No, dears,’’ explained mother, ‘' Christmas hasn't 
come yet ; but we have company, and I want you boys 
to let a poor'cold traveler have your warm bed."’ 

‘Before the clock struck two the woman was soundly 
sleeping, after drinking a bowl of hot tea, and Mr. 
Zebley had made the old man comfortable in his 
bed. 

Dick and Harry stood each side of their mother, look- 
ing at the sleeping child on her lap. 

‘*The mother had taken off her own shawl, and 
wrapped her baby in it, and the dear little creature was 
warm as toast,’’ said mother. 

«* That was just like a mother,’ said Dick. 

-Now the baby stirred and opened his eyes, and, see- 
ing strange faces, began to cry. 

« Bring the milk, quick, boys.'’ 

And Harry brought the cup of warm milk, and Dick 
brought a spoon. And they laughed to see the child eat, 
and when they laughed, the baby laughed too. 

* Mother, let me hold the baby in my arms ; I won't 
lin" begged Dick” 


cried Harry, looking 
‘«]T never saw the stars so 
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‘‘And me too, mother. 
my arms,'’ said Harry. 

So first Dick, and then Harry, held the child. They 
touched the soft little hands, and smoothed the yellow 
haix; and the baby stretched out his two little feet toward 
the bright fire, and made sweet little sounds, as if he 
were trying to talk. 

‘* How funny! He can’t say anything but ‘goo !’”’ 
said Harry, ‘‘ and that doesn’t mean anything.’’ 

‘«No, he/hasn't been in this world long enough to 
learn the language,’’ said mother, smiling. 

‘But he seems to understand we like him,’’ 
Dick. 

‘«Oh, yes! anybody, even a baby, can understand if 
folks like them,’’ said Harry. 

Mr. Zebley came in from the stable. 

_ ‘* The horse is all right,’’ he said, and came near to 
look at the child. ; 

‘‘ Father, take the baby !'’ cried the boys ; 
father. May he, mother ?"’ , 

And their mother put the pretty baby into father’s 
arms, and he sat before the fire with the little one on his 
knee, and his own boys beside him. 

No one noticed when the clock struck three or 
four, but when it struck five, "Mrs. Zebley said she 
thought she'd better begin to get breakfast ready, as they 
had had such a wakeful night. ‘And I will get an 
extra good breakfast, because we have company."' 

«* And because it is Christmas, too,’’ said father. 

«Oh ! we forgot all about Christmas !’' cried the boys. 
‘Merry Christmas ! merry Christmas !’’ 

The baby laughed and crowed, and then the boys 
called again, ‘‘ Merry Christmas !'’ to please the child. 

It must have been their calling, or, perhaps, it was 
the smell of the coffee and the frying ham that wakened 
the young mother, and she came out of the little room. 

When the baby saw her he stretched out his hands to 
her. She took him, and held him chose, but Dick and 
Harry moved away. They were a little shy of the 
stranger. 

‘« Do not go away,'’ she said. ‘‘ My child loves chil- 
dren. Come near, so he may touch you.’’ 

When breakfast was ready, they all gathered about 
the table. The old man could scarcely eat for talking. 

‘*] declare, I never was so beat in my life. I thought 
I knew every foot of land in all this region, but somehow 
last night it seemed as if my wits were clean gone. I drove 
and drove, and I declare, I believe I went round and round 
in a circle, same as folks do when they're lost. At last 
I just let the horse have his own way, and he brought up 
here. I never was quite so glad to see a house before ! 
And, seems to me, you: must -be used to taking in half- 
frozen people in the night, you understand so well how 
to do it.’’ 

It was cnly about ten. miles to the town where the 
young »mother was going, 
hitch up his horse, and take her on there. 

‘« My father will be glad to see you, and thank you for 
all your kindness to me and my child,’’ said the young 
mother. ‘‘I came-on alone, as my husband could” rot 
leave his business. _.My trunk was to be sent by a wagon 
to-day, but I was in such a hurry I thought I could not 
wait an hour ; so I got this gentleman to drive me. He 
thought we could have got there by ten o’ clock.’’ 

‘«Yes,"" broke in the old man, ‘‘and there 1 was 
driving her and that innocent babe round and round in 
the cold till they were both nearly frozen. Served me 
right if I did freeze myself! Well, I'll take myself off 
home, seeing as you are willing to finish up this job for 
me. Hope I won't lose my way in broad daylight. No, 
ma'am ! don’t say anything about pay to me,’’—as the 
young mother drew out her purse. ‘I'll just make youa 
Christmas gift of this ride, and I wish you may never 
have another like it."’ 

In a short time Mr. Zebley was ready to start too. 
Mrs. Zebley brought warm blankets to tuck in over the 
mother and child: She kissed the baby’s soft cheek. 
The two mothers looked at each other, and then the 
older one stooped and kissed the younger. 

‘* May God bless you and your child !"’ 

When they had driven away, Harry said : 

‘«I wish we could have kept the baby.’’ 

Dick said : 

«« Now we will have our Christmas."’ 

The mother said, softly : 

‘« I think we have had Christmas."’ 

Philadelphia. 


I never had a. little baby in 


said 


t« do, 


” 


Mr. Zebley said he would: 


It is purposed to bring into this department, and that immedi- 
ately following, articles, brief suggestions, and outlines of tested 
methods, that shall be helpful to Sunday-school workers. With 
the exception of current lesson helps, everything that has to do By 
with methods of Sunday-school work will be classified and pre- 
sented here. The Editor is always glad to know of methods that 
have been found, by experience, to be useful in any department of 
the Sunday-school. 
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Education in Missions 
By Mrs. Julia M. Terhune 


E HEAR much, at the present time, of missions, 
but from different points of view. Never 

there so many open doors, such wonderful oppo 
such willingness to receive the gospel. But, alas! h 
often have there been complaints of empty treasui 
and neceessity for retrenchment and curtailment. 
there is something wrong somewhere. Christ Jeft t 
evangelization of the world to his disciples, and f 
to a cause or leader means absolute obedience to orde! 
How, then, does it happen that, while wealth without” 
measure is in the hands of Christian people, their Mas- 
ter’s work is so often crippled through lack of means 
I believe much of this apathy may be directly traced ‘to 
the general lack of thorough and systematic training it 
our Sunday-schools. 

Children readily fall into the habit of bringing pen- 
nies, and this, in the minds of many teachers, is all that 
is necessary, even though not a child knows why the 
money is brought, or for what it is used. More, since 
in many cases the collections are devoted to the running 
expenses of the school, the giving of it is in no way a 
training in benevolence. Further, when money is ap- 
propriated for missionary purposes, is it not generally | 
designated by the officers or teachers, without consulta-~ “~ 
tion with the scholars, unless, perhaps, the doubtful a 
privilege of ‘‘voting’’ on the appropriations after they 
are settled may be considered ‘‘ consu!tation"’ ? 

This whole. matter ot benevclence in many of our 
Sunday-schools needs revision and reconstruction. The 
giving of money brought through habit, with no thought 
or self-sacrifice in obtaining it, and with no idea as to its 
destination, is of no real value to the child ; but the 
intelligent giving of that which has “cost something "” to 
the giver of actual labor or self-denial is of vast impor- 
tance in the formation of character. Christian parents 
should think of this, and should give to every child a 
suitable allowance, from which each may be taught 
lay aside for the Lord’s treasury. And, further, parents 4 
should strive to furnish opportunities by which we 
money may be earned for missionary purposes. And 
teachers should spare no pains to give to the childrén a 
clear understanding of every object to which their money 
is to be devoted, and to stimulate them to greater zeal 
through a knowledge of the needs and through loyalty to 
Christ. 

But the giving of money forms but a small part of 
true benevolence. ‘* The gift without the giver is bare.” 
The great need of the day is an increase in the 
which impels to actual missidnary work, and this is the 
spirit which should be awakened and stimulated in the © 
hearts of children ; for ‘the children of to-day are ‘of 
men and women of to-morrow."’ ; 

One of the most earnest and self-sacrificing mission- ~ 
aries the world has ever seer, : -céived her first i impulse — 
in this direction from her day-school teacher when 3 
eight years old. And many more would say the sam 
Those who sit to-day in the Sunday-school class will 
the active workers or the generous givers of the next gene- 
ration, if only now they receive the right influence, 
cause for the lack of this is a lack of correct thinking \” 
which exists in many minds, especially as to the ¢ er 
in which missions should be presented, and the relative © 
importance of the work abroad and at home. One who 
has given this much thought says, ‘‘ Let a fund be gath- 
ered for general missionary purposes, perhaps from the ~ 
gifts of a Sunday-school, and the time come for deciding | 
to what field it should be appropriated. The proposi- | 
tion to devote it to local work would be by some re | 
garded as a perversion of a sacred trust. Mission money — 
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must go, as a matter of course, to the great West or to 
the heathen lands."’ 

But this is contrary to the example and teaching of 

Christ. He said, «‘ Ye shall be witnesses unto me both 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 

unto the uttermost part of the earth."’ 

The beginning should be made among those nearest us, 
those who can be most easily reached, and then, in rap- 
idly widening circles, the work may spread ; but it should 
begin ‘at the center.'’ A knowledge of, and an actual 
and active participation in, city or local mission work, 
is the right way in which to begin the education of 
Sunday-school children in general missions. But, in 
addition to this one sufficient reason, there are other 
weighty considerations which strengthen this position. 

1. The present condition of our cities, The larger 
proportion of the foreigners who crowd into our country 

_ settle in the cities, bringing generally ignorance, super- 

Stition, and heathenism from their own land. Herding 
in masses, as they do, they are a menace to all the 
institutions we hold dear ; and they can only be reached 
and influenced by those who will carry the gospel to 
them in their own language. Hence the imperative call 
for the same kind of active missionary effort as is need- 
ful in foreign lands, and the absolute necessity for the 
co-operation of the Sunday-school in the work. 

2. Children should be actively interested in city mis- 
sions, because it is so largely among children. Experi- 
ence has proved that there is little success in work 
among adults ; the hope for the evangelization of the 

_ world lies with the young. So nothing more readily 

reaches ahd touches the young of our schools than a 

knowledge of the needs and sufferings of those of their 

awn age. 

3. Local work is of special value because of the 
‘training it affords in intelligent, giving. What is done 
may be seen. I heard a minister say that for fifteen 
years he had given his pennies without a thought as to 
their destination, though he knew in a general way that 
they were sent to Africa. But one Sunday there came 
in the school a tall, fine-looking colored man, who said, 
«Children, | am what your pennies have made me. 
Oh! pray for Africa’’ This, with the address which 
followed, was a revelation to the boy, and his soul was 
filled with the desire to do more. Africa took such 
possession of him that eventually he gave himself to the 
work there. There is nothing which will so quicken 
missionary zeal as a sight of that which is done. - Closely 
connected with this is another thought : 

4. Local work gives opportunity for a personal par- 
ticipation which is impossible in any other field. 

= _—«- Continual service may be rendered for Sunday- and 
sewing- schools ; books, papers, magazines, toys, and 
clothes may be saved and collected, and, with fruit 
and flowers, may be distributed even by young children, 
and purely evangelistic work may be done by those 
older. 

5: Active interest in city missions will educate our 
so-called Christian children in the common courtesies of 
life,—an education which is greatly needed everywhere. 
_A quiet, refined little Italian girl strayed into a Protes- 

tant Sunday-school. She was always designated as 

“that Dago’’ when the teacher could not hear. A 

bright, gentlemanly Jewish boy in a certain school was 
_ always called «“Sheeny,"’ save in the teacher's presence. 
He was a very fine sifiger, but when he was given a 
‘ principal part in an entertainment, some of the Christian 
children refused to sing with him. Said a Jewish boy : 
**I see there are two kinds of Christians. As I come to 
school, Christian boys throw stones at me, and call me 
mames. That is one kind. But at our service the other 

_ day there was a Christian man, and oh, how he prayed 
.for us Jews! I just loved that man. He is another 

kind of Christian.'’ Not only is there continual un- 
Kindness, but often real persecution and injury. If our 
children were actively engaged in promoting the spiritual 
welfare of these little foreigners, there would be an end 
to all this. 

6. Work done here and now is work done in foreign 
lands, for the first impulse of the converted foreigner is 
to return to his native land with the story of the gospel. 
From one Chinese school eighteen boys have gone back 
to China to tell their relatives of Jesus. 

In view of these facts, is it not time for thought and 
prompt action, that, if possible, a more earnest, aggres- 
sive missionary spirit may be aroused in our Sunday- 
schools,—a spirit which, while «‘ beginning at home,"’ 
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will send forth streams of beneficence to bless the whole 
world ? 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
C2 


Any time is a good time to give, and 
New Year's Day is good as well as 
Christmas. A New England Con- 
gregafional Sunday-school has tried having its holiday 
giving at a ‘‘ New Year's Festival.’’ The primary de- 
partment’ marched in bringing packages of oatmeal, with 
lighted candles on the packages. These, with oranges 
and apples, were piled in the center of the platform. <A 
certain liberty was allowed in banners, designs, and 
costumes, on this Wednesday night. For instance, the 
officers’ banner said : ‘‘ Appearances are deceitful ; our 
weight is a ton (of coal).'' A class of girls, dressed in 
white caps and aprons, bore boxes of cocoa. A class of 
boys marched up under a ‘‘ milk-can banner,’’ and 
recited’ ‘‘ original verses,’’ telling their intention to fur- 
nish a quart of milk daily to a needy family. Two 
classes united in filling a little wagon with bundles, the 
boys drawing it, one girl driving, and the class of girls 
following. Adult members of the Home Department 
came in wrapped in their gifts of blankets, and bearing 
a pole hung with shoes and stockings. Many other 
gifts of clothing, groceries, canned goods, and the like, 
filled all the space’ in frent of the platform, to be dis- 
tributed to those in need. Instrumental and vocai music 
was interspersed in the program. The admission fee 
was one potato. 


New Year's Giving 
Festival 


se 
Many Sunday-schools have the annual 
The Annual . : : 
Meeting meeting late in December or early in 


January, with reports, elections, and 
discussions of future work. Due notice should be given 
if reports are to be well prepared. A full meeting may 
be secured by special letters or invitations, if necessary. 
In many instances it has been customary to have a sup- 
per between six and seven o'clock, followed by half an 
hour of ‘ toasts’’ while at the table, and perhaps two or 
three short addresses on methods and spirit of work ; 
afterward the business of the evening is taken up. The 
annual meeting deserves forethought and careful prepa- 
ration on the part of the.superintendent and all who are 
to take part in it, and the attendance of every active 
worker in the school. The pastor, church officers, and 
substitute teachers may be invited and expected, as well 
as members of the adult Bible classes in some instances. 
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How to Tell the Christmas Story 
By M. Helen Beckwith 


HE birthday of the Christ-child is near at hand ; 
once more the Christmas story is to be'told to the 
children, 

Whatever course of lessons has been used, Interna- 
tional or otherwise, all will now unite in one theme for 
the last days of December. 

Did you ever question any children as to the reason 
of keeping Christmas? I have, often, and the bewil- 
dered looks of some, and the parrot-like answers of 
others, have convinced me. that something is wrong in 
the way this story is usually told. 

A genuine story-teller expects, if she has pleased her 
critical audience of little people, to hear, after the breath- 
less silence and the ‘‘ Thank-yous"’ that follow the con- 
clusion of her tale, the exclamation, ‘‘Oh!"’ and then, 
‘ Tell it again!" Does that request usually follow the 
telling of the Christmas story ? 

So much stress is laid on story-telling in these days ! 
All the wise people are disagreeing as to what stories 
shall be told, yet no one ventures to suggest the non- 
telling ! The story itself seems to be an established fact. 

We will make our Sunday-school lessons stories, then; 
but to the very little children, some of whom will hear 
of the ‘‘ Baby’s birthday"’ for the first time, can we not 
tell the ‘‘ old, old story "+ in some new way? 

Let the first aim be simplicity. Don't talk of «signs 
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and wonders,’’ ‘‘ wise men,'’ a ‘babe winged in 
swaddling clothes,’’ and «< frankincense and myrrh,"’ in 
the desire to be exact. These words mean nothing 4 
the thildren, and elaborate ‘‘explanations’’ and « illus- 
trations’’ only help the confusion. 

Read the accounts in the Gospels, the descriptions in 
‘* Ben-Hur,"’ and the Christ-child legends, but guard 
against making your story unhistorical. The journey of 
the pretty young mother, the hotel so full of people, the 
travelers with their camels, will appeal to the childrep,. 
while the shepherds and flocks on the hillside make ‘a 
striking background for this picture, whose central figure 
shall be the Baby,—a baby so real that they can see him 
with the ‘‘ inward eye,’’ and long to hold the tiny fingers, 
and pet him as they do the dear home babies. 

It is the Christ-chi/d’s birthday that we keep, the 
‘* little Jesus’’ as the Roman Catholic children say ; so 
leave the story with the thought that people loved him 
because he was such a loving, helpful boy, and only kind 
deeds and loving thoughts find any place upon his 
birthday. 

‘« But that is the human side only,’’ say you? 

Do you think that he who said, «‘ Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me,'’ will object to being pictured as 
a child, or of having the children told that it-was his 
love, shown in helpful, leving ways that boys and girls 
can understand, that endeared him to all hearts ? 

If the children’s birthdays are remembered in some 
simple way as they occur,—if Eddy chooses his favorite 
song ‘‘ because he is five to-day,’’ or helps distribute the 
books and papers, ‘‘ for it is his birthday, you know,” 
and if he brings as many pennies for the collection-box 
as he is years old ; if there is the doing and the giving 
of something on the children’s birthdays,—the keeping 


of Jesus’ birthday will, I think, have an added meaning | 


to the little ones when next the Christ-child comes— 
‘*Who is Master of all, 
No palace too great, and no cottage too small.’’ 
Barton, V2. 


; New Year’ Ss Eve “ watch-meetings,’’ 
prnentian so long observed in the Methodist 
. Episcopal churches especially, have 
been distinctively gatherings of church-members. So, 
also, the New Year's. morning: prayer-meetings, such as 
are held in the Walnut Street Presbyterian Church 
of Philadelphia, and many others. Answering a query, 
Bishop H. W. Warren writes suggesting that ‘ the first 
part of watch-night be the children’s part, and the year 
be closed for them by Greenwich time,’’ but, in any 
event, he ‘‘greatly approves the effort to make New 
Year's of special interest to the young.’’ Whatever diffi- 
culty there might be in getting a Sunday-school together 
for such a meeting, it is possible for the teacher of a par- 
ticular class to gather its members together, somewhere, 
for a quiet hour on New Year's Day, for mutual prayer, 
special words of affection, and the giving of New Year's 
cards or other souvenirs of the day. A class prayer- 
meeting, in which the boys or girls take their part as well 
as the teacher, may be helpful at any time, if wisely con- 
ducted ; but on New Year's Day it may have peculiar 
interest and effectiveness. 


RO 


A Christmas-tree may be utilized a 
second time in a “ sociable" ‘for the 
class ‘at the teacher's home, during 
holiday week or on New Year's Day. The methed is 
sometimes like this : 


A Christmas-Tree 
ir) Sociable ” 
for the Class 


each scholar. One set is intended to be laughable, 


these gifts perhaps pointing to some hobby or experience . 


of the scholars whose names are marked on them. ‘The 


other presents are wrapped in tissue paper, each “one 


being made to look unlike what it really is, so as to 
make guessing difficult. The scholars draw numbers 
from a bag, and then choose from these packages in 
numerical order. Each scholar takes the one which, to 
outward appearance, seems to him most desirable. 


Upon opening these packages there are, of course, - 
amusing comparisons to be made. Afterward there are 


simple refreshments, as lemonade and cake, and very 
likely a song or two. Adult classes, as well as children, 


might be brought togethér in this «way, or even ment 
whole school, if it is not a large one. 


; wes . Se ots Bs 
A ee ee ee 


Hung on the tree are inexpensive_ 
or home-made presents, two having been provided for 
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Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1897 


1. January 3.—Christ’s Ascension.......... Acts 1; 1-14 
2. January 10.—The Holy Spirit Given. . .......-.-. Acts 2: 1-13 
3. January 17.—A Multitude Converted. ........- Acts 2: 32-47 
4- Jamuary 24.—The Lame Man Healed. .......+.-. Acts 3: 1-16 
5. January 31.—The Boldness of Peter and John. ..... Acts 4: 1-14 
6. February 7.—True and False Giving. ....... Acts 4:32 to 5:12 
7. February 14.—The Prison Opened. .........-.-- Acts 5 : 17-32 
8. February 21.~The First Christian Martyr. . . . Acts6:8-15; 7: 54-60 
9. February 28.—The Disciples Dispersed. ........-. Acts 8 : 1-17 
zo. March 7.—The EthiopianConvert............ Acts 8: 26-40 
11. March 14.—Saul, the Persecutor, Converted. . . . Acts 9: 1-12, 17-20 


Marct 21.—Christian Seli-Restraint. ......... 1 Cor. 9: 19-27 
13. March 28.—Review. 


KSe~ 


Quarterly Pre-View 


N ENTIRE year is now to be given to ‘‘ Studies in the 
Acts and Epistles.’’ . For a genegsal topic, under which 
all thesé studies may be gathered, ‘‘ The Church at Work ”’ is 
selected. The term ‘‘church’’ is used here with somewhat 
of elasticity, applying, as the various lessons may demand, to 
the aggregated body of believers, or to some section, or indi- 
vidual, of that body. The corresponding golden text is a 
declaration of Paul’s : ‘* We are labourers together with God ”’ 
(1-Cor. 3:9). The entire pre-view for the first quarter may 
be’set forth thus : 


j The Church at Work 

We are labourers together with God (1 Cor. 3 : 9). 
Lesson 1.—Witnessing the Lord’s Ascension. 
Lesson 2.—Receiving the Holy Spirit. 
Lesson 3.—Gathering the First Converts. 
Lesson 4.—Doing Wonders in his Name. 
Lesson 5.—Testifying with Holy Boldness. 
Lesson 6.—Consecrating Worldly Goods. 
Lesson 7.—Experiencing Marvelous Deliverances. 
Lesson 8.—Suffering Death for the Master. 
Lesson 9.—Preaching the Word to the Many. 
Lesson 10.—Preaching the Word to the Individual. 
Lesson 11.—Gaining a Helper from the Enemy. 
Lesson 12.—Striving for Self-Mastery, 


AS 
Outline Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


——— 
Study 1.—The Parting Instructions 
and the Exaltation of Jesus 


Acts 1: 1-26. May, A.D. 30. Mt. Olivet, Jerusalem. 


The Book of Acts is a record of the second period of Chris- 
tian history. The first period had been already recorded by 
the same author in the Gospel of Luke. This second work 
overlaps the first slightly by giving « fuller account of the 
ascension. Then, from that point on, it narrates the important 
events in which the body of disciples grew from a ~handful of 
simple followers of Jesus in a single locality to a profoundly 
inspired, divinely equipped, widespread, and world-conquering 
body of Christian churches. 


I. ANALYSIS OF THE MATERIAL. 


1. Last Instructions of Jesus to his Disciples (vs. 1-8). 

The former treatise (v. 1); its scope (v. 2); resurrection 
appearances and teaching (v. 3); injunction to tarry in 
Jerusalem (v. 4) ; promise of a spirit baptism (v. 5) ; ques- 
tion as to restoration of Israel (v. 6); answer withheld 
(v. 7); outline of future work (v. 8). 

2. The Ascension (vs. 9-11). 

The ascension (v. 9); two angelic messengers (v. 10); 
promise of Jesus’ return (v. 11). 

3. Close Association of the Disciples (vs. 12-14). 

Return from Mt. Olivet (v. 12); the upper chamber (v. 13) ; 
the worshiping company (v. 14). 

4. Choice of a Successor to Judas Iscariot (vs. 15-26). 

Peter’s address to the Christians (v. 15); the Scripture 
concerning Judas (v. 16); Judas as an apostle (v. 17) ; 

udas’s death (v. 18); the field of blood (v. 19); the 
Im prophecy (v. 20); qualifications for a successor to 
Judas (vs. 21, 22); two nominees (v. 23) Par er for 
divine appointment (vs. 24, 25); election of Matthias 
(v. 26). 
II. Word AND Purase Stupy. 

What was the ‘former treatise’’? (v. 1.) Compare the 
few references in the Gospels to the Holy Spirit with the many 
references in Acts (v. 2). ‘*‘ Forty days,’’—only mention of 
othe time? (v. 3.) ‘‘ Come together,’’—where, when, and why? 





(v. 6.) ** Power,’’—what kind? (v. 8.) ‘Cloud”’ (v. 9; 
comp. Mark 9:7; «i Kings 8: 10, 11; Isa.6:1-5). ‘*Two 
men,’’—why so described? (v. 60.) Locate Mt. Olivet upon 
map (v. 12). Describe the Oriental ‘‘ upper chamber”’ (v, 
13). Is the translator’s term ‘‘multitude’’ appropriate ? 
(v. 15.) Why must the Scripture be fulfilled? (v. 16.) Are 
these parenthetic words by Peter, or a descriptive expansion 
by Luke? (vs. 18, 19.) Compare these quotations with their 
original form in Psalm 69 : 25 and 109: 8, and show how they 
apply to Judas (v. 20). ‘‘ Lord,’’?—is God meant, or Christ ? 
(v. 24.) Meaning of ‘‘ fell away,’’ ‘* his own place’’ (v. 25). 
‘*Gave lots,’’—was this customary, and how was it done? 
(v. 26). 


III. Torics FOR CONSIDERATION. 


1. Zhe Promise and the Commission. What was the 
‘*promise of the Father’’? (comp. Luke 24: 49; John 7: 
39; 16: 7-14.) Why wait in Jerusalem? Why was a wait- 
ing period necessary? Compare water baptism with spirit 
baptism. Compare the commission of verse 8 with that in 
Matthew 28 : 18-20 and Luke 24 : 47-49. What was the 
scope of the mission? What was the essence of it? To 
what were they to bear testimony (comp. Luke 24 : 48; John 
15 : 27; Acts 2 : 32; 10: 37-43; 13 : 23-31). 

2. The Ascension of Jesus. What suggested the apostles’ 
question in verse 6? ‘What did they mean by the restoration 
of the kingdom to Israel? How could they still think of the 
kingdom as to some extent external and temporal ? Consider 
the reply of Jesus, and his attitude toward their misconception 
of the kingdom. Did Jesus give any indication as to the time 
of his return? Compare the other accounts of the ascension 
in Mark 16: 19, 20, and Luke 24 : 50, 51; also the transla- 
tion of Elijah in 2 Kings 2 : 9-12. What was the purpose of 
God in this visible exaltation of his Son? Why the question 
of the two, men in white apparel to the disciples? Just what 
information did they give? What is to be understood by the 
statement that ‘‘in like manner ’’ Jesus will return? (comp. 
the same phrase in Matt. 23 : 37; Luke 13: 34; Acts 7: 28.) 

3.. The First Group of Disciples. Compare the list of dis- 
ciples in verse 13 with the lists in Matthew 10 : 2-4; Mark 
3: 16-19; Luke 6 : 14-16. Consider the four elements which 
compose the group: (1.) The twelve apostles except Judas. 
(2.) The devout women, including Jesus’ mother (comp. Mark 
15 : 40; Luke 8: 1-3; 23 : 49; 24: 22; Acts 8 : 3); ascer- 
tain all that can be known about them. (3.) Jesus’ own 
brothers (comp. Matt. 13 : 55; John 7: 3-5). What change 
had taken place in them, and why? (comp. 1 Cor. 15 : 7.) 
(4.) Other unnamed disciples, making in all one hundred and 
twenty. Where were the homes of these followers of Christ ? 
Where were they temporarily staying, and why ? 

4. The Election of Matthias as Apostle. Why did Peter 
propose to fill Judas’s place in the twelve ? What qualifica- 
tions had Matthias and Barsabbas for the position? Why did 
not the Christians use their own judgment in deciding between 
them? Was God’s choice limited to one of the two? Was 
the lot a proper mode of ascertaining God’s choice? In this 
first business meeting of the disciples, consider whether there 
were any formal officers, and whether the whole company 
took equal part in what was done. Was there any organiza- 
tion as yet ? 


AS 


Lesson I.—January 3, 1897 


Christ’s Ascension 


GOLDEN TEXT: While he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven.—Luke 24: 51. . 


(Acts 1: 1-14. Memory verses : 7-9. ) 


Read the remainder of the chapter. 


this time restore again the king- 
dom to Is’ra-el? 

7 And he said unto them, It 
is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you : poe | ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Je- 
ru’sa-lém, and in all Ju-dé’a, 
and in Sa-ma@’ri-a, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

9-And when he had spoken 
tliese things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight. 

to And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel ; 

1r Which also said, Ye men 
of GAl’i-lee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven ? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto 
Je-ru’sa-lém from the mount 
called Ol’i-vét, which is from Je- 
ru’sa-lém a sabbath day's jour- 
ney. 

13 And when they were come 
in, they went up into an upper 
room, where abode both Peter, 
and James, and John, and An’- 
drew, Phil’ip, and Thomas, Bar- 
thél’o-mew, and Ma£t’thew, 
ee the son of Al-phé’us, and 

Simon Ze-16’tés, and Jii’das the 
brother of James. 
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‘dom to Israel? And he said 


unto them, It is not for you 
to know times or seasons, 


which the Father hath ! set fa 


within his own authority, | 
But ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be 
my witnesses both in Jerusa- 
lem, and in all Juda and 
Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. And 
when he had said these 
things, as they were looking, 
he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of 
their sight. And while they 
were looking stedfastly into 
heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in 
white apparel; which also, 
said, Ye men of Galilee, wh 
stand ye looking into heaven 
this Jesus, which was Te- 
ceived up from you into hea- 
ven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye beheld him 
going into heaven, 

Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is 
unto Jerusalem, a_ sab! 
day's journey off. And when 
they were come ih, they went 
pe den the upper chamber, 
where they were abiding; 
both Peter and John and 
James and Andrew, Ph 
and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James fhe son 
of Alphzeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas the * som” 
ese all with 



















































































































14 These all continued with 14 
one accord in prayer and suppli- 
cation, with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren, 


of James. 
one accord continued sted- — 
fastly in prayer, * with the 
women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his breth- 
ren. 

10r, appointed by Or, brother. See Jude 1. %Or, with certain” 
women ; 

The American Revisers, after “ baptized” in verse 5,. would let the 
margin “ Or, iw” and the text “with”’ exchange places, would substi- 





tute “who” or “that” for “ which” in verse 11, “Olivet” for *the — 


mount called Olivet’ in verse 12, and “ Holy Spirit ” for “ Holy Ghost™ 


wherever it occurs. 
ASS 
Lesson Plan and Analysis 


Topic OF THE QUARTER : The Church at Work. 
GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER : We are labourers fla 
gether with God.—t1 Cor. 3: 9. 


va 


Lesson Topic :_ Witnessing the Lord's Ascension 


1. The Lord's Earthly Ministry, vs. 1<g. 
OUTLINE: 4 2. The Lord’s Triumphal Ascension, vs. 6-9, 
3. The Aposties’ New Career, VS. 19614, 


Dai_Ly Home READINGS : 
M.-—ACTS 1: 1-14. The ascension. 
T. - Luke 24: 44-53. The parting blessing. 
W.—John 16: t-11. To the Father. 
T.—Heb. 9: 23-28. For us. 
F.—Heb. 10: 1-13. On the throne. 
S.—Eph. 1: 1g-23. Head overall. 
S.—Rev. 1: 9-18. Alive forevermore. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 
= 
Lesson Analysis 


I. THE LORD'S EARTHLY MINISTRY. 
_1. Its Characteristics : 
All that Jesus began both to do and to teach (1). 
Jesus went about, . . . teaching, . . . preaching, ... healing (Matt, 


4 : 23). , 

Jesus, . . . who went about doing good (Acts 10 : 38). 

2. Its Termination : : : 
Until the day in which he was received up (2). 

When... he should be received up, he... set his face to go 
(Luke 9g : 51). 

The night cometh, when no man can work (John g : 4). 


3- Its Confirmation : 




















































































































COMMON VERSION 


1 The former treatise have I 
made, O The-dph’i-lis, of all 
that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, 

2 Until the day in which he 
was taken up, after that he 
through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the 
apostles whom he had chosen : 

To whom also he shewed 
himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, bei 
seen of them forty days, an 
speaking of the thi pertain- 
ing to the kingdom of God: 

4 And, being assembled to- 
— with them, commanded 
them that they should not de- 

art from Je-ru’sa-lém, but wait 
ior the promise of the Father, 
which, saith he, ye have heard 
of me. 

5 For John truly baptized 
with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were 
come together, they asked of 
him, suying, Lord, wilt thou at 





1Gr. 
sented. 


Nn 


> 


REVISED VERSION 


THE 'former treatise I 
made, O Theophilus, con- 
cerning all that Jesus began 
both to do and to teach, until 
the day in which he was re- 
ceived up, after that he had 
iven commandment through 
the ? Holy Ghost unto the 
= whom he _ had 
chosen: to whom he also 
Sshewed himself alive after 
his passion by many proofs, 
appearing unto them by 
the space of forty days, and 
speaking the things concern- 
ing the kingdom of God: 
and, ‘being assembled to- 
gether with them, he charged 
them not to depart from Je- 
rusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, 
which, said he, ye heard from 
me : for John indeed baptized 
with water ; but ye shall be 
baptized ‘with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence. 
They therefore, when they 
were come together, asked 
him, saying, Lord, dost thou 
at this time restore the king- 


first. *Or, Holy Spirit: and so throughout this book. *Gr. fre- 
Or, eating with them Or, in 


He also shewed himself alive. . 


. by many proofs (3). 


The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon (Luke 


24 : 34). 
This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses (Acts 


2 : 32). 
4. Its Vitality : 
He charged them. . 


Tarry ye,.. 
24 : 49). 


. to wait for the promise (4). J 
. until ye be clothed with power from on high (Luke 


In demonstration of the Spirit and of power (1 Cor. 2 : 4), 


Il. THE LORD'S TRIUNPHAL ASCENSION, 


1. The Pinal Assembling : 


When they were come together (6). 
He led them out until they were over against Bethany (Luke 


24 : 50). ; 
Then he appeared to James ; then to all the apostles (1 Cor. 15:7), 


2. The Pinal Caution : 


It is not for you to know times or seasons (7). 


Of that day and hour knoweth no one (Matt. 24 : 36). 
The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief (1 Thess. 5 :.2): 


3. The Pinal Assurance : 


Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come (8). 
In those days will I pour out my spirit (Joel 2 : »). 
Behold, I send forth the promise of my Father (Luke 24 : 49). 


4- The Pinal Commission : 
Ye shall be my witnesses... 


Go ye into all the world, and preach the g 
Ye are witnesses of these things (Luke 24 : 48) 


unto the uttermost part (8). 


1 (Mark 16 ; 15). 






























































































































































& The Final View : 

. He was taken up; anda cloud received him out of their sight (9). 
vag wage the Lord Jesus . .. was received up into heaven (Mark 
: 19). 

‘He ‘ from them, and was carried up into heaven (Luke 
24 : 51). 




















































Ill, THE APOSTLES’ 
s. Companioned by Angels : 
Two men stood by them in white apparel (10). 
Bhai angels do always behold the face of my Father (Matt. 


38 ; 10). 
Are they not all ministering spirits? (Heb. © : 14.) 
2. Recalled to Activity : 
Why stand ye looking up into heaven? (11.) 
And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized (Acts 22 : 16). 
Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise (Eph. 5 : 14). 
_  } Assured by Promise : 
«This Jesus... shall so come in like manner (11). 
| They shall see the Son of man coming (Matt. 24 : 30). 
’ IT come again, and will receive you unto myself ( John 14 : 3). 
4- Engrossed in Devotion : 
These all with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer (14). 


mor rw steadfastly with one accord in the temple (Acts 2: f°). 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work (1 Cor. 


15 : 58) 


NEW CAREER. 


a 


Verse 1.—‘‘All that Jesus began both to do and to teach.” (1 
acts of Jesus ; (2) The words of Jesus; (3) The records o' 


erse 2.—‘' The apostles whom he had chosen."' (1) The 
company ; (2) The apostolic authority ; (3) The apos- 
' Verse 5.—"' Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” (1) A 
peerless gift; (2) A tive assurance, = 

Verse 8.—‘‘Ye shall be my wit " Wit (1) For 
“whom ? (2) Concerning what? (3) To whom ? (4) For what? 
ee. was taken up."’ (1) Whence? (2) Whither? 

G 


Verse 
: G) How } Wherefore ? 
Verse 11.—‘' This Jesus. . . shall so come in like manner.’ (1) 
The ascetision of Jesus ; (2) The return of Jesus. 
“Verse 14. ‘' These all with one accord continued steadfastly in 
lg The company ; (2) The concord; (3) ‘The con- 
ce. 


. N ‘ 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 





Lesson Surroundings 


HE lesson repeats, with new details, the story of the 
ascension, which formed the close of the last lesson 

from the Gospel of Luke (June 21, 1896), There are, there- 

- fore, no intervening events. 

PLaces.—Those specified are : the Mount of Olives, on the 

-@astern slope facing Bethany (Luke 24: 50), and an upper 

chamber of some house in Jerusalem. 

Time.—Assuming that our Lord rose on April 9, year of 
Rome 783, the ascension occurred on Thursday, May 18, year 
of Rome 783,—that is A. D. 30. 

Prrsons.—Our ‘Lord, the eleven apostles, two angels, the 
~ body of believers, including Mary the mother of Jesus and 
his breinren. , 

PARALLEL Passace.—Luke 24 : 48-53, but the accounts cf 
entire period from the resurrection to the ascension are 


) parallel to verse 3. 












rn. 
Critical Notes 


Verse 1.— Zhe former treatise: Literally, ‘‘first.’’ The 
| reference is to the Gospel of Luke, and there is every internal 
evidence that both books were written by the same person. 
‘The use of ‘‘ first ’’ for ‘‘ former’ is rare, and Professor Ram- 
Say Suggests that Luke here implies an intention to write a 
/ third treatise. But this is pressing the word too far.—O 
Theophilus; Compare Luke 1 : 3, ‘* most excellent Theophi- 
_ Tus,”’ a form of address which would be used to Roman offi- 
cials. Theophilus may have been such an official residing in 
- Maly, but this cannot be proven.— Concerning: More literal 
= and exact than “ of:"—A// that Jesus began both to do and to 
leach: * Began,’ as here used, suggests a continuation, either 
mip to the time of the ascension (v. 2), or by means of the 

‘apostles who carried on the work our Lord began. The usage 
of Luke favors the former view, but many commentators pre- 
~ fer the latter. 













































9:51; 1 Tim. 3 : 16).—A/fter that he had given commandment : 
’ These six words represent a single Greek participle, the tense 

of which points to a single occasion, probably just before the 
)> &Sscension. The reference may be to the charge in Luke 24 : 
S > 47-49, =nd in Matthew 28 : 19, 20.— Through the Holy Ghost : 
~~ In the Gospels there is no specific mention of the Holy Spirit 
‘dn connection with the final commands of our Lord, but such 











verse 13. 
Verse 3.— Aliso shewed himself alive: “ Also” belongs to 
~ the verb *‘ shewed,"’ which literally means *‘ presented.’’— 
te After his passion: Or, “after he suffered,” the term hav- 










ing come to mean suffer death. ‘ Passion ’’ is the Latin 
form of the same idea.—Ay many proofs: There is no word 
answering to ‘‘ infallible ’’ (Auth. Ver.), though the word 
** proofs’ suggests positive convincing evidence.— Appearing 
unto them: Pointing to action on his part, as well as to the 
fact that he was seen.— By the space of forty days: Literally, 
‘*through forty days,’’ the period during which the appear- 
ances recorded in the Gospels took place. This is the only 
passage which gives the length of the interval.—.Speaking the 
things concerning the kingdom of God: Compare Luke 24 
throughout. 

Verse 4.—Being assembled together with them; Or, ** eating 
with them.’’ The two renderings correspond with two views 
of the derivation of the Greek word used, The meaning given 
in the text is more probable than that in the margin of the 
Revised Version, though the tense used slightly favors the 
other view.—He charged them: More exact than ‘‘ com- 
manded.’’— Not to depart from Jerusalem: Compare Luke 
24: 49.— Wait for the promise of the Father: Equivalent to 
the fulfilment of the promise, in the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit (v. 5).—Ye heard from me: The promise had been 
made in the Old Testament prophecies (comp. chap. 2: 16- 
21), but was announced by John the Baptist (see v..5), and 
directly made by our Lord himself, especially in the discourse 
recorded in John 14-16. 

Verse §.— For John indeed: ‘ Truly’? is too strong a word 
for the simple conjunction here used, Baptized with water : 
Compare the accounts of John’s baptism and the prediction 
he mad@ of another baptism, Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3: 16; John 1 : 33.—Y¢ shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost: **In’’ is the literal sense in this clause, but not in 
the phrase ‘‘ with waler.’’—ot many days hence: As this 
was probably spoken just before the ascension, the interval up 
to Pentecost did mot exceed ten days. 

Verse 6,— When they were come together : This may refer-to 


‘ the same occasion as verse 4, but the phrase naturally sug- 


gests another gathering, probably on the Mount of Olives 
(v. 12). Yet the close connection of thought implied in the 
question favors the view that there was at most a brief interval, 
verses 4 and 5 being parallel to Luke 24 : 49, and this passage 
to Luke 24 : 50.—Zord.; This title became the usual one ap- 
plied to our Lord after the resurrection (comp, John 20, 21). 
—Dost thou at this time; The form is peculiar: ‘If thou 
dost,’’ ete. The emphasis rests on ‘‘ at this time,’’ as the 
answer also indicates,—estore the kingdom to Israel? The 
question was suggested by the promise of verses 4 and 5, which 
seemed to the disciples to imply the speedy establishment of 
the kingdom-of God. While they were probably not so mis- 


taken in their views of that kingdom as they had been during. 


our Lord’s ministry, they still cherished the hope of an earthly 
kingdom, in which the Messiah would reign over the Jews, 
other nations probably becoming subject to them. 

Verse 7.—7o know times or seasons: The absence of the 
article makes the statement more general. ‘‘ Seasons ’’ is 
more specific than ‘‘ times,’’ definitely marked-out periods.— 
Which the Father hath set within his own authority: This is 
preferable to ‘‘ put in his own power.’’ The times and sea- 
sons were determined by the Father’s own authority, and the 
disciples should trust him to accomplish his purpose, without 
too curiously inquiring into what was not revealed. The dis- 
ciples themselves were not yet ready to understand when and 
how the kingdom of God would be established. 

Verse 8.—Aut.: Strongly adversative : You cannot know 
this, yet this will not hinder your doing your duty, but, on the 
contrary, you shall be equipped for service in establishing the 
kingdom. — Ye shad/ receive power: To prepare you for your 
duty (comp. Luke 24: 49).— When the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: Not ‘after that,’’ since the power was given by 
the coming of the Holy Spirit.—AZy witnesses; This repre- 
sents the better supported reading. Their testimony was to 
be respecting him, on behalf of him.— Both in Jerusalem: In 
that city their work would begin (comp. Luke 24 : 47).—And 
in all Judea and Samaria, and'tinto the uttermost part of the 
carth: The Book of Acts shows how the Witness was borne 
successively in these regions. The universal scope of the 
gospel thus announced evidently implied that the kingdom 
would not at that time be restored to Israel as a nation, but 
that a spiritual Israel would be gathered among al! nations. 

Verse 9.— When he had said these things: A comparison 
with Luke 24 : 50, 51, suggests that our Lord blessed his dis- 
ciples after thus speaking to them.—As they were looking : 
Probably at the gesture of blessing.—//e was taken up: A 
different word from that in verse 2, pointing to the actual 
rising from the surface of the earth.—And a cloud received him 
out of their sight : The Greek suggests the thought that he was 
caught up by the cloud from their eyes. Nothing is said of 
the appeatance of the cloud, though it may have been similar 
to that on the Mount of Transfiguration, a symbol of the 
divine glory, as in the Old Testament manifestations. The 
simplicity and brevity of this account attest its truthfulness. 

Verse 10.— While they were looking stedfastly into heaven: 
Their gaze was fixed upon him. This clause and the next, as 
he went, indicate that he was visible for some little time.— 
Two men stood by them: Appearing suddenly, or, at least, 
without their approach having been noticed.—Jn white ap- 





parel: Compare Luke 24:4. The whole 
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- R eS 
sug- 
gests that this was an angelic appearance. 
Verse 11.— Ye men of Galilee: Literally, “‘ men Galileans.”* | 
In such addresses the word *‘men’’ occurs in Greek, but is: 
superfluous in English.— Why stand ye looking into heaven + 
‘* Looking ’’ represents the same Greek word .as in verse 9. 
They were absorbed in the sight, probably expecting’ some 
new sign, and in doubt whether they would see their Lord 
again.— This Jesus: ‘*Same”’ is unnecessary.— Which was 
received up: As in verse 2.—From you: This suggests sepa- 
ration from them.—Sha// so come in like manner: Literally, 
‘‘what manner.’’ It here implies that the same person would 
return, unchanged, suddenly, and ‘‘ on the clouds of heaven ’’ 


(Matt. 24 : 30, and parallel passages).—As ye beheld him going” ! 


into heaven: Here also the continued ascent, visible to the: 
disciples, is implied. Nothing more is said of these men. _ 
They may have disappeared at once, or the disciples may have 
paid no farther attention to them, but turned to the duty of 
which they have been reminded by this recalling of the Lord’s 
promise. 

Verse 12.—From the mount called Olivet: The form is thé 
same as in Luke 19: 29; 21: 37,.where the American Re- 
visers would render ‘ Olivet.’? The ascension took place on 
the eastern slope of the ridge, facing Bethany, not in Bethany « 
itself. The correct reading in Luke 24: 50 removes the ap- 
parent discrepancy.— Nigh unto Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey off: Literally, ** having a sabbath day’s way.’’ The 
distance was a little less than a mile, equal to two thousand . 
cubits, Some, from the incorrect reading in Luke 24: 50, 
have reckoned the distance to Bethany (15 furlongs, John : 
11 : 18) as a sabbath day’s journey. 

Verse 13.— They went up into the upper chamber, where they 
were abiding : The punctuation and rendering of the Revised 
Version give the correct sense. This upper chamber could: 
not have been within the temple enclosure, as has been: 
wrongly inferred from Luke 24:53; it may have been the 
place where the Lord’s Supper was instituted, though there 
is no positive proof of this. The word ‘‘ abiding ’’ probably 
does not mean residing, but points to the usual place of meet+ ‘ 
ing.—Both Peter and John and James and Andrew: The 
names of these four fishermen are grouped together in all the 
lists of the apostles, Matthew 10:2; Mark 3 : 16-18; Luke 
6:14; and here. Peter’s name always comes first, the others 
in different order. Peter and John are the only ones named: 
in the subsequent history, with the exception of the reference 
to the death of James the som of Zebedee “(Acts 12 : 2):— 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew: These four 
also are grouped together inthe lists; Philip’s name -always? 
coming first... Here they are tamed in paits, but notin the” 
same way as in Matthew 10°: 3.—/James the son of Alpheus, * 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. The first 
of these three is probably not the same person as James the’ 
Lord’s brother, who became so’ prominent in the church’ at 
Jerusalem, and wrote the Epistle of James. He is James the 
Less (Mark 15: 40); his mother was named Mary, and his 
father is also called Clopas (John 19 : 25). The attempt to iden- 
tify him with James the Just grew out of the desire to prove 
that the latter could not be the son of Joseph, even by a for- 
mer wife (see on v. 14). ‘*Simon the Zealot,’’ or ‘ Cana- 
nzan’’ (with the same meaning), is thus shown to have been a 
member of a strict Jewish sect, which afterwards became’* 
fanatical. It is uncertain whether Jude is here designated. 
‘*son’’ or ** brother ’’ of James, since the Greek) ‘only says 
Jude of James. He is called Thaddeus in Mark, and also: 
Lebbeus in the text followed in the Authorized Version 
(Matt. 10:3). All three have been regarded by many as’ 
brethren, and accordingly by some as brethren of our Lord, : 
The author’of the Epistle of Jude may have been this apostle, 
but it is mere probable that he was the brother of James the 
Just, our Lord’s brother. 

Verse 14.— These all with one accord continued stedfastly >* 
The stronger rendering of the Revised Version is more ac-* 
curate, though ‘‘ were continuing’’ would be more literal.— 
In prayer: The addition- ‘and supplication’ is net well 
supported.— With the women. Doubtless including those 
Galilean women already named by Luke in the Gospel.—And’ 

Mary the mother of Jesus: Here mentioned for the last time 
in the Scriptures. Nothing certain is known of her subsequent 
life, though tradition has furnished highly colored pictures of - 
both her earlier and later days.—And with his brethren: In 
view of this distinct statement it is scarcely credible that any~ 
of his brethren were apostles. Moreover, it is impossible to 
identify James the Lord’s brother with James the son of 
Alphzus except by forced interpretations. Yet there has 
been from early times, among those who do not identify them, 
a difference of opinion as to the exact relationship. Some 
hold that these brethren were the children of Mary, others 
that they were the children of Joseph bya former wife. (The 
“cousin theory’. is upheld by those who identify James the 
Less with the Lord’s brother.) The question cannot perhaps 
be definitely settled. That there were many children in the 
household of Joseph the Gospels plainly indicate. They give 


no hint whatever that they were not the children of Mary. If « 


James the Less was not our Lord’s brother, then the expres- 


sion in John 19: 25,’’ his mother’s sister,” refers to Salomé;” 
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the mother of John himself. There is nothing in the Greek 
to forbid this view, and a comparison of the accounts of the 
crucifixion favors it. (See Critical Notes for November 11, 


1894.) 
Western Theological Seminary. 


ASA 
The Lesson Story 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 
















































































UKE, the author of the Third Gospel and of the Acts, 

and the faithful companion of Paul, is not mentioned in 

the other Gospels, but he may have been one of the seventy 

disciples sent out by our Lord. Yet he tells us frankly that 

his Gospel was based, not upon his own personal knowledge 

of the life and works of Christ, but on that of brethren ‘who, 

= ** from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the 
sel word.’’ Headds, however, that he had ‘‘ perfect-understand- 
is ing of all things from the very first,’’ whether from the full 
oi accounts he had received from others, or from personal rela- 
tions with Christ, is not quite clear, Still, had he been one 
= of our Lord’s immediate followers, he would hardly have 


= needed to get his information from ‘‘eyewitnesses.’’ Of 
ge Theophilus, to whom both Gospel and Acts are inscribed or 
% addressed, we know nothing, but, from Luke’s respectful 
* mention of him, he must have been a man of good position, 


living apparently in Rome, since Acts appears to have been 
written in Italy, and presumably in the Great City. From the 
i tenor of the Acts he must have been of the school of Paul, 
ia. and thus a heathen-born Christian, to which class Luke him- 
self evidently belonged, from his being distinguished from the 
Jewish Christians present with Paul when he wrote the Colos- 
sians (Col. 4: 11, 14). 
There is nothing- beyond tradition, however, for the sup- 
position that Luke was a native of Antioch. Paul calls him 
*the beloved Physician,’ but this does not imply as much as it 
would now, for the healing art was then mainly in the hands 
of slaves and freedmen, and was by no means the dignified 
profession it now is, as we may well conceive, when we re- 
member that, till last century, ‘ barber-surgeons’ were the 
only medical faculty, and that, even yet, barbers put out, as 
their sign, a pole painted red and blue, in allusion to the art 
of bleeding and tending contusions and wounds. - But he had 
been well educated—his writings showing this—and he must 
, have been amiable and true-hearted, for Paul calls him, as we 
have seen, his ‘‘ beloved,’’ and he stood bravely by his master 
‘ in his second imprisonment, at Rome, as, indeed, he appears 
to have done during the apostle’s earlier imprisonment at 
Cesarea, -if, as I think, Philemon and Colossians wefe written 
at that time (Col. 4: 14; Philemon 24; 2 Tim.4:11). Of 
” his later history we know nothihg reliable. 
es Christ, this true follower tells us, appeared alive to his dis- 
Pe ciples after his resurrection, not continuously, but from time 
aa to.time, as-is stated in the Gospels. His body, though the 
same as that in which they had seen him during life, had been so 
far changed into ‘‘a spiritual body ’’ that it could pass through 
any obstruction, —a closed door in no way excluding it,—and 
that it could vanish in a moment, and show itself, next, ata 
place far distant. But it is quite beyond us to comprehend 
this mysterious subject, for we read that Christ, thus changed, 
q ate ‘‘a piece of a broiled fish, and of a honeycomb,”’’ given him 
‘a by the disciples (Luke 24: 42, 43). When with them he 
MU naturally spoke of ‘‘ the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God,’’ which they expected to be set up very shortly. 

On the last of these meetings, Luke tells us, he commanded 
them to await in Jerusalem the promise of the Father to send 
them the Holy Ghost. John had admitted disciples by bap- 
tism with water, He said, but his followers were to be ‘‘ bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence.’’ They 
would ‘fain have been told whether he would ‘at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel,’’—that is, make the Jew 
head of a new state of things ; but he simply answered that the 
Father kept the times and the seasons in his own power, and 
it was not for them to know them. Fitness to become wit- 
nesses for him would, however, follow their baptism by the 

_ Spirit, and, clothed with this, they were to go over all Pales- 
tine and all the heathen world. They had iptimate familiarity 
with all the facts of his life and teachings, ample instruction 
from his own lips in the past, profound loyalty to his person, 
and their “‘ orders ’’’ had come to them by the imposition of 
no mere mortal hand, but by the laying on them of his own. 

cz Vet, with all this equipment, till they received power by the 
ee coming upon them of the Holy Spirit, they were as little fitted 

‘for their work as ‘‘ a painted ship upon a painted ocean.’’ 

But the time had come when he should be ‘‘ received up 
into heaven, to sit down at the right hand vf God ;’’ and, know- 
ing this, he led them out from the city, over the mount of 
Olives, to its eastern side, ‘‘ over against Bethany.’’ When I 
first saw the hill, in 1885, it was unenclosed, so that one could 
ramble freely over most of it; but it is now, as I found last 
spring, fretted with high, coarse walls of cemeteries and what 
not, so that its beauty is utterly destroyed. The side towards 
Jerusalem was, doubtless, no less built over in Christ’s day ; 
for the slopes abound, when excavated, with remains of mo- 
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saic pavements, once belonging to fine mansions. But the 
back of the hill, looking towards the Dead Sea, is still in large 
part rough and wild, and may well have been so eighteen 
hundred years ago. There is an old quarry jist above 
Bethany, with shrubs and grass hiding the ancient excavations, 
and paths lead hither and thither, trodden for milleniums by 
past generations. 

To some part in this lonely secrecy Jesus led the little flock, 
beguiling the journey, no doubt, with the sweetest discourse. 
At last he stopped, and, to their wonder, gave them once 
more his blessing. But while he still spoke, lo! he was seen 
to rise up into the air, and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. Such a miracle naturally chained their every sense. 
Gazing up earnestly into the skies, to watch his disappearance 
in the blue, they were suddenly aware of the presence of two 
men in white apparel, who calmed their spirits by assuring 
them that he whom they had for the time lost would return in 
the same manner as they had just seen him leave them,—so 
that they needed not to gaze sorrowfully after him, as one to 
be seen no more, but should rather look forward to a reunion 
with him, 

Bournemouth, England. 


KASH 
The Ascension 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE ascension is twice narrated by Luke. The life begun 

by the supernatural birth ends with the supernatural 

ascension, which sets the seal of heaven on Christ’s claims ‘and 

work, Therefore the Gospel ends with it. But it is also the 

starting-point of the Christ’s heavenly activity, of which the 

growth of his church, as recorded in the Acts, is the issue. 
Therefore this book begins with it. 

The key-note of the ‘‘treatise’’ lies in the first words, 
which describe the Gospel as the record of what ‘‘ Jesus began 
to do and teach.’’ Luke would have gone on to say that 
this second book of his contained the story of what Jesus went 
on to do and teach after he was taken up, if he had been 
strictly accurate, or had carried out his first intention, as 
shown by the mold of his introductory sentence; but he is 
swept on into the full stream of his narrative, and we have to 
infer the contrast between his two volumes from his statement 
of the contents of his first. , ; 

The book, {then, is misnamed Acts of the Apostles, both 
because the greater number of the apostles do nothing in it, 
and because, in accordance with the hint of the first verse, 
Christ himself is the doer of all, as comes out distinctly in 
many places where the critical events of the church’s progress 
and extension are attributed to ‘‘ the Lord.’’ In one aspect, 
Christ’s work on earth was finished on the cross; in another, 
that finished work is but the beginning both of his doing and 
teaching. Therefore we are not to regard his teaching while 
on earth as the completion of Christian revelation ; and to set 
aside the Epistles on the plea that the Gospels contain Christ’s 
own teaching, while they are only Paul’s or John’s, is to mis- 
conceive the relation between the earthly and the heavenly 
activity of Jesus. 

The statement of the theme of the book is followed by a 
brief summary of the events between the resurrection and 
ascension. Luke had spoken of these in the end of his Gos- 
pel, but given no note of time, and run together the events of 
the day of the resurrection and of the following weeks, so that 
it might appear, as had been actually contended that he meant, 
that the ascension took place on the very day of resurrection. 
The fact that in this lesson he gives more detailed statements, 
and tells how long elapsed between the resurrection Sunday 
and the ascension, might have taught hasty critics that an 
author need not be ignorant of what he dces not mention, and 
that a detailed account does not contradict a summary one, — 
truths which do not seem very recondite, but have often been 
forgotten by very learned commentators, 

Three points are signalized as occupying the forty days, — 
commandments were given, Christ’s actual living presence 
was demonstrated (by sight, touch, hearing, etc.), and in- 
structions concerning the kingdom were imparted. The old 
blessed closeness and continuity of companionship had ceased. 
Our Lord’s appearances were now occasional. He came to 
them, they knew not whence; he withdrew from them, they 
knew not whither. Apparently a sacred awe restrained them 
from seeking to detain him or to follow him. Their hearts 
would be full of strangely mingled feelings, and they were 
being taught by gentle degrees to do without “him. Not only 
a divine decorum, but a most gracious tenderness, dictated 
the alternation of presence and absence during these days. 

The instructions then given are again referred to in Luke’s 
Gospel, and are there represented as principally directed to 
opening their minds ‘‘that they might understand the scrip- 
tures.’’ The main thing about the kingdom which they had 
then to learn, was that it was founded on the death of Christ, 
who had fulfilled all the Old Testament predictions. Much 
remained untaught, which after years were to bring to clear 
knowledge ; but from the illumination shed during these 
fruitful days flowed the remarkable vigor and confidence of 
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the apostolic appeal to the prophets, in the first conflicts of 
the church with the rulers. Christ is the King of the king- _ 
dom, and his cross is his throne,—these truths grasped revo- 
lutionized the apostles’ conception. They are as needful 
for us. 

From verse 4 onwards the last interview seems to be nar- — 
rated. Probably it began in the city, and ended on the slopes 
of Olivet. There was a solemn summoning together of the 
eleven, which is twice referred to (vs. 4, 6). What awe of 
expectance would rest on the group as they gathered round: 
him, perhaps half suspecting that it was for the last time! His 
words would change the suspicion into certainty, for he pro- 
ceeded to tell them what they were not to do and to do, when 
left alone, The tone of leave-taking is unmistakable. ; 

The prohibition against leaving Jerusalem implies that they 
would have done so if left to themselves ; and it would have 
been small wonder if they had been eager to hurry back to 
quiet Galilee, their home, and to shake the dust of the city 
where their Lord had been slain from their feet. Truly they 
would feel like sheep in the midst of wolves when he had ¥ 
gone, and Pharisees and priests and Roman officers ringed, ee, 
them round. No wonder if, like a shepherdless flock, they 
had broken and scattered. 

But the theocratic importance of Jerusalem, and the fact — 
that nowhere else could the apostles secure such an audience 
for their witness, made their ‘‘ beginning at Jerusalem”  —~ 
necessary. So they were to crush their natural longing to get a 
back to Galilee, and to stay in their dangerous position, We 
have all to ask, not where we should be most at ease, but 
where we shall be most efficient as witnesses for Christ, and 
to remember that very often the presence of adversaries makes 
the door ‘‘ great and effectual.’’ 

These eleven poor men were not left by their Master with a" 
hard task and no help. He bade them “ wait’ for the prom- — 
ised Holy Spirit, the coming of which they had heard from 
him when in the upper room he spoke to them of the Com- 
forter, They were too feeble to act alone, and silence and 
retirement were all that he enjoined till they had been plunged 
into the fiery baptism which should quicken, strengthen, and 
transform them. 

The order in which promise and command occur here shows — 
how graciously Jesus considered the apostles’ weakness, Not 
a word does he say of their task of witnessing till he has filled — 
their hearts with the promise of the Spirit. He shows them 
the armor .of power in which they are to be clothed, before he 
points them to the battlefield. Waiting times are not wasted 
times. Over-eagerness to rush into work, especially into con- 
spicuous and ‘perilous work, is sure to end in defeat. Till 
we feel the power coming into us, we had better be still. 

The promise of this great gift, the nature of which they but 
dimly knew, set the apostles’ expectations on tiptoe, and 
they seem to have thought that their reception of it was in 
some way the herald of the establishment of the Messianic 
kingdom, So it was, but in a very different fashion from their 
dream. They had not learned so much from the forty days’ 
instructions concerning the kingdom as to be free from their 
old Jewish notions, which color their question, ‘* Wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?’’ They believed 
that Jesus could establish his kingdom when he would. They 7 
were right, and also wrong,—right, for he is king; wrong, 
for its establishment is not to be effected by a single act of 
power, but by the slow process of preaching the gospel. 7 





Our Lord does not deal with their misconceptions, which 
could only be cured by time and events; but he lays down 
great principles, which we need as much as the eleven did, 
The ‘‘ times and seasons,’’ the long stretches of days, and the 
critical epoch-making moments, are known to God only; our 
business is, not to speculate curiously about these, but to do 
the plain duty which is incumbent on the Church at all times, ~~ 9 
The perpetual office of Christ’s people to be his witnesses, 
their equipment for that’ function (namely, the power of the _— ~ 
Holy Spirit coming on them), and the sphere of their work 3 
(namely, in ever-widening circles, Jerusalem, Samaria, and 
the whole world), are laid down, not for the first hearers only, 
but for all ages and for each individual, in these last words of 
the Lord as he stood on Olivet, ready to depart. 

The calm simplicity of the account of the ascension is 
remarkable. So great an event told in such few nnimpas- 
sioned words! Luke’s Gospel gjyes the further detail that it 
was in the act of blessing with uplifved hands that our Lord 
was parted from the eleven. Two expressions are here used 
to describe the ascension, one of which (‘‘ was taken up”) 
implies that he was passive, the other of which (‘* he went ’”) 
implies that he was active. As in the ac 
counts of the resurrection he is sometimes said to have been © a i 
raised, and sometimes to have risen, so here. The Father 
took the Son back to the glory, the Son left the world and 
went to the Father. No chariot of fire, no whirlwind, was 
needed to lift him to the throne. Elijah was carried by such 
agency into a sphere new to him; Jesus ascended up where 
he was before, ‘‘ his habitation from eternity.’’ 

No other mode of departure from earth would have corre- 
sponded to his voluntary, supernatural birth. He carries 
The cloud which received 
him while yet he was well within sight of the gazers was 


Both are true. 


manhood up to the throne of God. 
k 





‘probably that same bright cloud, the symbol of the divine 
presence, which of old dwelt between the cherubim. His 
entrance into it visibly symbolised the permanent participation, 
‘then begun, of his whole diving-human nature in the divine 
glory. 

- Most true to human nature is that continued gaze upwards 
after he had passed into the hiding brightness of the glory- 
cloud. How many of us know what it is to look long at the 

spot on the horizon where the last glint of sunshine struck the 
sails of the ship that bore dear.ones away from us! It was 
fitting that angels, who had heraided his birth and watched 
his grave, should proclaim his second coming to earth. 
_ It was gracious that, in the moment of keenest sense of 
“desolation and loss, the great hope of reunion should be 
/ poured into the hearts of the apostles. Nothing can be 
more distinct and assured than the terms of that angel mes- 
"sage. It gives for the faith and hope of all ages the assurance 
» that he will come ; that he who comes will be the very Christ 
who went ; that his coming will be, like his departure, visible, 
corporeal, local. He will bring again all his tenderness, all 
his brother’s heart, all his divine power, and will gather his 
“servants to himself. 
_ No wonder that, with such hopes flowing over the top of 
their sorrow, like oil on troubled waters, the little group went 
back to the upper room, hallowed by memories of the Last 
Supper, and there waited in prayer and supplication during 
| the ten days which elapsed till Pentecost. So should we use 
| the interval between any promise and its fulfilment. Patient 
: expectation, believing prayer, harmonious association with our 
brethren, will prepare us for receiving the gift of the Spirit, 
and will he)p to equip us for witnessing for Jesus. 
Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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‘$ Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D, 


Christ's Ascension Means Continuous Life 


JN THESE Scriptures which we study, we think we have 
the words of eternal life. Christ illustrated in himself 
the best life, even immortality. To Nicodemus he said no man 
~ hath been in heaven but the Son of man who is now in hea- 
e yen, and who therefore knows all about its conditions. What, 
_-_—-ye receive not our testimony ! 
|. We love to think of Christ as swinging the door between 
> different worlds of life and going in and out at will. He 
@pened the gate of the morning into this world at Nazareth. 
He brought the powers of other worlds about him on the 
mounts of temptation, transfiguration, and the place of the 
sermon. He went back through the door from Calvary, re- 
turned once more from the Arimathean’s tomb, and again from 
Olivet, leaving it so wide open that all could see the glory be- 
pes yond, and those whose eyes could bear the light, like Stephen, 
Paul, and John, could see the Son of man still standing in glory 
| @t the right hand of God. They saw more after their eyes 
oa grew stronger. And, better still, those who obey the command, 
~ Follow me,’’ do not stop in this world by any means. 
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** Earth cannot bar flame from ascending, 
Hell cannot bind light from descending, 
Death cannot finish life never ending. 























** Jesus in love looking down hither, 
Jesus, by love draw us up thither, 
That we in thee may abide together."’ 



































» And, best of all, the door is open for his return once more. 
{y. 11). Before the parting the interview was tender and 
| promiseful. The directions were minute, the outlook large as 
to the uttermost part of the earth, and the assurance of his 
still abiding with his people by the Spirit absolute (vs. 4-8). 
It is a joy to the world that the disciples immediately entered 
upon obedience of his commands (vs. 12, 13), and found their 
Master as full of power in their lives as he had been in life. 
This appears in the next lesson. 


University Park, Colo. 
KS 
Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 























































































































" YONCERNING all that Jesus began both to do and to 
teach (v. 1). And the doing and the teaching of our 

Lord during his earthly life were but a beginning. That do- 
ing and teaching are still going on in this world of ours. 
Though our Lord wrought a finished atonement for us on the 
¢ross, he has not finished with us. In the unseen Holy he is 
Still active in our behalf. We are not enough convinced of 
this. We think of the Lord Jesus too much as one who has 
been, not enough as one who veritably is, and who is as much 
in our world as when the paths of Palestine were trodden by 
the blessed feet. Not a memory is our Lord, as are the dead 
heroes ; rather is he a gracious and pervading presence still. 
This Book of the Acts is the record of our Lord’s continuing 
ministry in our world. ~ What help and strength for us here! 
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Our Christ is a living Christ, not a dead one, Our religion 
does not center itself in one who was, but in one who is. 

Shewed himself alive after his passion by many proofs (v. 3). 
I met a young man once who had adopted a dreary creed, — 
that God, if there were one, had withdrawn himself from the 
world; that we were in the grip of pitiless law only; that 
prayer was ‘‘ but wasted breath beaten back by the gale ; ’’ 
that the only thing man could do was to stand what he must 
hopelessly ; that the end of him was extinction. ‘* And yet,’”’ 
said this young man to me,—and he was a young man, earnest 
and thoughtful, though poisoned in such sad creed, —*‘ there 
is one thing I cannot adjust with my philosophy, nor can I 
deny the fact,—that fact is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
That forces a new element into my thinking, and threatens to 
demolish the structure of it.’’ Such, in effect, was what the 
young man said, I do not know how it turned out with him, 
but I have high hopes the resurrection brought him to the 
truth. Nothing is more certain than that Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead, and nothing is more annihilating of all anti- 
Christian theorizing than the fact of the resurrection. Do you 
want a short and perfect evidence of the truth of Christianity ? 
It is here, —the resurrection of Christ,—buttressed, as it is, by 
by so ‘* many proofs.’’ 

dt is not for you to know times or seasons, which the Father 
hath set within his own authority (v. 7). What a rebuke is 
here to all poor prophecy-mongering !_ When i was a boy, there 
used to haunt the streets of the city where I lived a man who, 
hanging all sorts of direful prophetic pictures on the fences, 
would predict the exact date of the end of the world. He much 
scared my boyhood, But his dates kept coming and passing, yet 
the world stood. Finally, he set another and more distant 
date, making all sorts of intricate calculations, based, as he 
affirmed, upon the prophetic Scriptures, Some one asked the 
man’s wife, ‘* Do you really think the world will come to an end 
when your husband predicts?’’ She replied, ‘‘ lam sure I do 
not know ;’’ and then, with a wife’s affection, immediately 
added, ‘‘ but I do wish it would; it would do Mr. ‘so 
much good.’’ Nothing can be more unwise and time-wasting 
and mind-wasting than such poor human predictions. Do not 
be troubled with them or notice them. It is enough to know 
that God has set things in his own authority. Rest there, and 
be quiet. 

Ye shall receive power (v. 8). That is a very real though 
strange something,—the power of the Holy Ghost. I once 
knew a man who in his earlier life had been dreadfully wicked. 
But on a certain night in a certain February of a certain year, 
—the date shone in his memory as the sun does in the sky,— 
he gave himself to Jesus Christ. I never knew any one who 
walked closer to Christ than did he. He was very ignorant 
and illiterate, but you could not be with him five minutes and 
not be conscious that he possessed something unusual. When 
he spoke before people, though he did it in most broken way, 
saying nearly the same thing over and over, I have seen a 
great hush fall. The people were as though under a spell. 
How anxious he was to win souls, and how successful he was 
in winning them! Many and many a time the man has been 
sent for from the homes of wealth and culture. Somehow 
troubled souls there seemed to find his words better than those 
of any other. There was a real spiritual power in the man. 
It was the power of the Holy Ghost. It was his because he 
was so open-souled and true to Christ. We may have some- 
what of it, if we will, but only on the same conditions. But 
the power of the Holy Ghost can change the fisherman Peter 
into the Jerusalem-compelling Apostle Peter. 

Ye shall be my witnesses (v. 8). That is the peculiar func- 
tion of the Christian,—by life, by deed, by speech, he is to 
witness for his Lord. The trouble with too many Christians 
is that they refuse the whole of themselves for witnessing. 
Some will witness with speech, but the life does not bear the 
speech out, and so there are damages and clashings in their 
witnessing. Some live consistent lives, and refuse the witnes- 
sing by speech. So their witnessing is but partial. Oh that 
we might all be true witnesses, and witnesses with our whole 
selves, —not a faculty or possession of us withheld from bear- 
ing testimony for our Lord ! 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judaa and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth (v. 8). This is the Scripture of 
the concentric circles. First inner circle, Jerusalem ; that 
is, city missions. Next circle, Judea; that js, state missions. 
Next circle, Samaria; that is, home missions. Next and 
outer circle, uttermost part of the earth; that is, foreign 
missions. If a Christian would be true to his Lord’s plan of 
campaign, he must believe in and work for all of them. 

He was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight (v. 9). The ascension is a necessary bloom of the resur- 
rection, “since after the resurrection Christ must either 
have ascended to heaven or lived a hidden life, and subse- 
quently died a natural death.’’ But when he mastered death 
in the resurrection, death could have no more dominion over 
him. And do you remember enough the truth that, ascend- 
ing, he did not ascend out of our nature, but that he ascended 
in it? Too many people think Christ somehow sloughed off 
our nature in his ascension. But that ‘s precisely false. 
When he took upon himself our nature, he took it upon him- 
self to remain in it. He was born in our nature, he lived his 










earthly life in our nature, he suffered in our nature, he died in 
our nature, he arose from the dead in our nature, and—he 
ascended in our-nature. In the unseen Holy he is in our 
nature still, albeit it is our nature glorified. How Christ 
remains in “brotherhood with us! He has carried with him- 
self our nature into the highest heaven and to the seat of 
universal rule. Your glorified Brother is on the throne. 
What comfort is here! Surely his rule will include thought 
and care of me. Surely prayer can reach his brother heart, 
Why stand ye looking into heaven? (v. 11.) The best ser- 
vice is not that of ecstasy, of thought distracted froin our present 
sphere, of forgetfulness of the duty next us. There was a true . 
and high meaning in that remark of Sir Folwell Buxton, wito, ~- 
when he was bending every energy to the abolition of the 
slave trade in Great Britain, replied to some one questioning 
him about his soul, ‘‘I am so busy I have no time to think 
whether I have a soul.’’ A gaze toward. heaven which misses 
the @arth and our duty in the earth is a poor sort of gazing 
for the Christian. Robert Browning sings how the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to take a poor boy’s place and trade : 


‘** And ever o'er the trade he bent, 
And ever lived on earth content. 


**He did God's will ; to him all one 
If on the earth or in the sun."’ 


These all with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer 
(v. 14). It has always been a great mystery to me why they 
should pray at all. Upon them, tarrying in Jerusalem, Christ 
had promised that the power should fall. Why might they 
not, then, without prayer, simply await the fulfilment of the 
promise? I do not know, Hereis one of the mysteries of 
prayer to me. Yet this and other instances reveal this strange, 
real fact about prayer,—that it must mediate between promise 
and fulfilment. That which marries promise and fulfilment is 
our poor human prayer. Wonderful, but that is the law. 
And nothing is so efficacious in causing promise io flow out 
into fulfilment as just such persistent, accordant prayer as 
rose from the hearts and lips of these disciples,—men and 
women. ‘‘ More things are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of.’’ Let me then give myself to prayer if I 
would receive blessing. . Let me not carelessly and vaguely 
wait for blessing, and hope it will come somehow. Let 
my faith seize the promises and plead them for Jesus’ sake. 
So, and so only, will all the blessings with which the promises 
burgeon break in answer on my head. 

Philadelphia. 


LYE ’ 
Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffier, D. D. 


‘N THIS lesson we have a great event and two great 
promises. Take the great event first. This is the as- 
cension of Jesus. As he and his disciples were standing on 
the Mount of Olives, suddenly they saw that his feet no 
longer touched the ground. Slowly they saw him rise, and, as 
they gazed in amazement, a cloud concealed him from their 
sight. While they still looked, they were aware that two-men 
stood by their side, and from them they received a glorious 
message. 

Let the teacher enforce on the class the fact that Jesus is 
to-day in glory, and that we have not a humiliated, but an 
exalted Saviour. It is possible to think tco much of Jesus as 
lowly and rejected. He was all this. But he is now in g!ory 


unspeakable. In this form he appeared to Stephen, and, later 
on, to Saul of Tarsus. In this form be is depicted in the 
Revelation. So when we ask our scholars to accept him, we 


are asking them to accept the most glorious being in the 
universe as their Lord and Friend. It is the most exalted 
privilege that can be offered to any sinner, to have this en- 
throned Jesus as his personal Redeemer and Guide. If the 
President of the United States were to ask for your friendship, 
would you not feel honored? How much more, then, when 
the Son of God asks you for this relationship. 

Look now at the first of the two great promises. It was 
that power should be given to the apostles. This was the 
power of the Holy Ghost. Up to this time, they had been 
weak, and had often gone astray. But from this time forth 
they were to have more than human power, and were to be 
guided by divine wisdom. The fulfilment of this promise we 
shall see as. we study the lives of these apostles in our 
future lessons. 

But this power was not for them only, but for all who de- 
sire to have it. The humblest believer may have the same 
power to work for his Lord as was given to Peter or to John, 
Till the Holy Ghost comes upon the disciple to-day, he is-as 
powerless as the disciples were before Pentecost. If we 
would have this spiritual power, we must like them be filled 
with the Spirit of God. Then we shall be able to do wonder- 
ful things for the Master. 

Now look at the second great promise. This consists of 
the predicted return of Jesus to this earth. One day he will 
come back to this very world that rejected him, and nailed him 
to the cross. But-not in humiliation will he come. He will 
then come ia unsurpassed glory, with ten thousand of his holy - 






ae ae He will then’ come to judgment, and will 
reward those who have been faithful to him, and punish all 
who have rejected his gracious offers of mercy, and have pre- 
ferred to hold fast to their sins. 

I love to think that this poor world, that once laughed him 
to scorn, shall see him in transcendent majesty, and that where 
he once walked in humiliation he shall ride in triumph. And 
we shall see him with our own eyes. Whether this sight shall 
bring to us joy or sorrow depends on bow we have received 
him now in this life. It may be well to ask what expectation 
our present manner of life opens up to us in this respect,— 
joy or sorrow. 


New York City. 
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The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders 


HIS new-department of The Sunday School Times does 
not intend to claim profundity, or originality, or unusual 
scholarship. It is simply an attempt to adjust the subjects 
chosen by the International Committee to the working needs 
of a Bible class. The material to be considered in these out- 
lines will, as a rule, include all that the Committee recom- 
mends for reading, sometimes even more. This will enable 
them to meet the needs of progressive classes which desire: to 
make a study of books and periods as well as of paragraphs, 
and thus to add to their knowledge of the Bible as a whole. 
The exact order of the selections made by the Committee will 
be followed, in order that the Bible classes organized to use 
the outlines may remain in complete touch with the Sunday- 
school. Another possibility is that, by getting one lesson 
_\- @head of the Sunday-school, the Bible class may be useful to 
[a the superintendent as a normal class from which he can draw 
substitute teachers, well prepared to do effective and accept- 
able work. 

The ideal Bible class is neither a number of persons who 
listen to a first-rate lecture on the lesson from a trained spe- 
cialist, nor is it a number of persons from whom, by adroit 
and patient questioning, some answers are extracted which 
convey their ideas on the subjects for discussion. The bane 
of either method is the responsibility laid upon the leader, and 
the difficulty of getting the best thoughts of which the class is 
capable. In an average Bible class, composed of those above 
twenty years of age, there is a surprising fund of helpful, 
reverent thoughtfulness, if it can be brought out. The ideal 
Bible class is one which accomplishes this, It is co-operative. 
% A simple but very effective form of co-operative study is the 
be following. It takes for granted the outlines of study (the 
first immediately follows this article) which will be regularly 
published in The Sunday School Times, It involves two con- 
ditions, and, for the very best “results, three. 

The first. condition is a leader who is willing to make thorough 
preparation of each lesson. He needs to have it completely in 
hand, having thought over its whole course. It is not in the 
least necessary to the success of the class that he should be a 
a great scholar or an expert in theology. The more mature his 
experience, the better, providing he does not overshadow and 
efface his class. His functions in the class-room are fourfold, 
—to organize the work for the following Sunday, to guide the 
discussion, to add the /as¢ word if one is needed, and to sum 
up and apply the lesson. 

The second is like unto it. A nucleus should be secured 
in the class from those who are willing to take a part in its 
work. Others will join this nucleus as soon as they discover 
how easy its duties are. Among a sufficient number of the 
members of this nucleus should be allotted the questions for 
discussion, either week by week or for a short period of weeks. 
Each appointee should expect to come to the class prepared to 
)give an answer to the assigned questions, or to open their dis- 
cussion. Some will do this better than others. How well it 
is done makes very little difference. When the leader calls 
for other possible answers or suggestions, they will be forth- 
coming. The leader will only need to control and complete 
the discussion. 
A third condition will greatly add to the profitableness of a 
class. Some who may hesitate to accept an appointment to 
answer questions will be glad to secure, read regularly, and 
report upon, some good book of reference for the course. 
_.* The report would merely amount to the repetition of such 
excellent thoughts, bearing on the lesson, as had been dis- 
covered. A list of such books is given elsewhere. When a 
class arranges in this way for the regular reading of a dozen 
‘choice books, it is almost sure of fruitful, stimulating dis- 
cussions. 
A plan of class work similar to the above has been repeat- 
edly suécessful. It is adaptable to any ‘existing conditions. 
The constant experience of those who try it is that many who 
are at first unwilling to join the ‘‘ nucleus ”’ will lacer be more 
than ready tc take a part. It does not lessen the importance 
of the leader, nor relieve him from the obligation to master 
» «the lesson, but it gives a chance for the individuality and 
reserve knowledge of the class to appear. 
' his own opinion to begin with, or asks leading questions, he 




















































If a leader gives 
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interferes to some degree with the spontaneity and indepen- 
dence of the class; if he is able to reserve his own opinion 
until the close of a discussion, he can supplement and broaden 
the. point of view of those who are fully responsive to his 
words, 

These suggestions are intended to be helpful, not manda- 
tory. Any skilful teacher can modify them to suit his own 
needs, The outline of study, too, will not satisfy every 
teacher. It may, however, be, even in that case, a useful 
basis for work, on which he can build a superstructure of his 
own. The books suggested, if bought all together, will seem 
beyond the means of many Bible classes, If, however, indi- 
viduals purchase for themselves some of the books, the other 
desirable ones will be obtainable. The commentaries of 
Lindsay, Abbott,. and Lumby, the sketches of Stifler and 
Thatcher, the lives of Paul by Conybeare and Howson, Farrar, 
Stalker, and Iverach, are- enough to give a class all needed 
stimulus. The leader will get along well with Abbott, Stifler, 
and Conybeare and Howson, or Farrar. . 


a 


[It is recommended that the following books be secured as reference 
books, and parcelled out g the bers for regular parallel reading 
and report, Those marked with a star are of especial importance. 

* Lindsay, “ Acts of the Apostles” (Bible Class Handbooks. 2 vols. 
Scribner, $1.25); * Lyman Abbott, “ {Illustrated Commentary on Acts” 
(A. S. Barnes & Co. $1.50); Lumby, “ Cambridge Bible on Acts” 
(Macmillan. 1.25); *Stifler, Professor J. M., “ Introduction to 
the Book of Acts” (Revell Co. $1.25); * Thatcher, Professor O. J., 
“ Sketch of the History of the Apostolic Church” (Houghton, Mifflin, & 
Co. $1.25); * Conybeare and Howson, “ Life and Epistles of St. Paul’’ 
(Longmans. 2 vols., with footnotes, $6. 1 vol., $1.25. Or Crowell. §r. 
x vol.); Farrar, Dr. F. W., “ The Life and Work of St. Paul’’ (Dutton. 
$2 to $14) ; * Stalker, “ Life of St. Paul” (Revell. 60 cents); * Iverach, 
“St. Paul: His Life and Times” (Men of the Bible. Revell. 75 cents) ; 
Taylor, the Rev. Dr. William M., “ Paul the Missionary”’ (Harper's. 
$r.50); Matheson, ‘Spiritual Development of St. Paul” (Randolph. 
$1.75); Ramsay, “St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman Citizen” 
(Putnam. §3); Farrar, “ Messages of the Books” (Dutton. $3.50) ; 
Vedder, “‘ The Dawn of Christianity” (American Baptist Publication 
Society: go cents)]. 





I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 

Read the first chapter of the Book of Acts. Then reread it, 
noting (1) that the Book of Acts (v. 1) is a segue/ to an earlier 
work on the active life of Jesus ; (2) the instructions (vs. 4, 5) 
given by Jesus to his disciples; (3) the question which they 
asked him (v. 6), and his suggestion of the real future to 
which they ought to be looking forward (v. 8); (4) the ascen- 
sion ; (5) the personnel of the gathering in the upper room, — 
what new ones? (6) the prominence of Peter (v. 15) among 
the disciples ; (7) the basis and method of selecting an apostle 
in place of Judas. 

Try to realize the forty days of intercourse between Jesus 
and the disciples, and what was accomplished by it ; the part- 
ing scene on the Mount of Olives; the assembly in the upper 
chamber, its procedure and spirit. 


II, Topics AND QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION, 
[To be alloted in advance to members of the class. } 

1. The Book of Acts. (1.) What do we know about the 
author and his other writings? (2.) Give a very general out- 
Jine of the Book of Acts. (3.) What do we expect to gain 
from our study of the book? Compare Abbott, 13-19; Stifler, 
1, 2; Lindsay, 11-20; Ramsay, 14-23. 

2. The Forty Days. 
spend this precious time? (5.) For what purposes was the 
Holy Spirit to come upon them? Stifler, 6-8; Abbott, 30; 
farrar, chapter 5. 

3- The Jewish Conceptions of the Apostles. 
they mean by “restoring the kingdom’’? Was it a proper 
question? (7.) Note additional indications in verses 12, 25, 
and 26, of their Jewish ideas and habits. 

4. The Ascension. (8.) What additional details do the 
Gospels of Mark and Luke furnish ? 

5. The Expectant Disciples. (9.) Note the four classes 
mentioned.’ Does Johri"i9 : 25, 26, indicate that the brethren 
of Jesus did not believe in him until after the resurrection ? 
Is it significant that the women were treated as sharers in the 
promise ? 

6. The Election of Matthias. (10). What qualifications 
did Peter require for the candidate? (11.) What light do 
these verses throw on the polity of the Christian body before 
Pentecost ? 


(6.) What did 


III. THE Leapinec THovcuts. 

Consider the introductory character of the chapter from the 
standpoint of the theme of the whole Book of Acts. If it were 
summed up in one word, should we choose ‘‘ expectation ’’ ? 

Consider the theme which our Lord found most fitting for 
the inspiration of his followers. Can we express verses 3-5 
and 8 under one theme ? 

Consider the particular reason why their question (v. 6) 
was imappropriate. Does the reply of Jesus condemn all 
speculation regarding the future ? 

Note the description of the meeting in the upper room. 
what were they praying ? 

Was the necessity of choosing a successor to Judas a real or 
an ideal need ? (Comp. Matt. 19 : 28). What was the supreme 


For 


(4.) How did Jesus and the apostles - 


Are there apostles to-day ? 
New Haven, Conn, 


RAS 
Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


. UKE.—The author of the Gospel of Luke and of Acts was 


a scholar and learned evangelist, though not one of the © 


twelve disciples, He is called ‘* the beloved physician,’’ and 
was a thorough historian ; for besides the Gospel he wrote the 
most complete history of the Christian Church in the begin- 
ning. 

The Book of Acts.—Every scholar old enough to read intel- 
ligently should own a copy of the Acts, The American Bible 
Society can furnish many of the smaller books of the Bible for 
a few cents each, and as has often been suggested, it is now 
repeated, that such little books for the pocket and for constant 
reference are of great usefulness. So many of our lessons 
this year from Acts make it all the more desirable to provide 
the entire book for each scholar. This need not interfere with, 


but rather assist, the use of the lesson quarterly or leaflets, and — 
for entire chapters may be read and ques- 
tioned upon in class work, thus preserving close connection” 


golden-text books ; 


in our lessons. What do you find in the first verse which tells 
what Luke had written in his Gospel ? 
began to do? 

Until the Day.—What day? What is the name of this our 
first lesson for the year? Meaning of ‘‘ ascension ’’ ?’ Luke tells — 
again that Jesus had given commandment to the apostles whom 
he had chosen, How many days after he was crucified did 
Jesus rise from the grave? Who were some of those towhom ~ 
he appeared on Easter day? During how many days did he ~ 


show himself alive ‘‘ after his passion ’’? Explain ‘* his pas- 
sion,’’ if not understood. Of what things did he speak to 


his apostles as he was with them during those forty days? 


Could there have been any doubt that it was Jesus Christ who — 
showed himself and talked with those who knew him so well? 


K could not be doubted that he arose from the grave, since 
hundreds of people saw him and knew it was the crucified 
one, and five hundred saw him at one time.. Those whom 
he had taught and blessed were all able to prove it true, 
From that time his disciples preached of his death and resur- 
rection, and none of his enemies dared deny it. 

The Promise of the Father.—¥orty days after his resurrec- 
tion, when Jesus was with his apostles, he told them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father. He reminded them of what the prophets had written, 
that the Lord would pour out his Holy Spirit upon his people. 
The Spirit was to show them the things of God, to guide and 
help them in their work for him. Jesus himself, in his fare- 
well talk in the upper room in Jerusalem the night before he 
was crucified, had said to them, ‘‘I will. not leave you com- 
fortless. I will come unto you.’’ He told them he would 
send the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘‘ He will guide you into all 


truth ; he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to — 


your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Jesus 
told them the promise was soon to be fulfilled. 
Ye Shall Receive Power.—The apostles were anxious to 


know if the promise meant that Israel should be restored to ‘, 


prosperity and glory such as in past days. Jesus told them it 


(#x) 827 : 


apostolic function? Was it so temporarily or permanently ? 


What did he say Jesus .~ 
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was not for them to know what belonged to God. -But he 7 


gave them a promise that they should receive power when the 





Holy Spirit was given. They were to use that power for him, 
for he said, ‘‘ Ye shall be my witnesses.’’ What is a witness? 
How much the disciples could tell of all they had known of 
the life of Jesus! They had stayed with him day after day, ‘ 
had seen his miracles, heard is words, sometimes spoken to ~ en ; 
great crowds, sometimes to lonely sufferers, What are some 
of the scenes you would love to tell about if you had been one 
of those witnesses? Are there any ways now that those who 
love Jesus can be witnesses for him? Jesus meant it should A. 
be so, for he told his disciples to be witnesses, not only then 
and there, but to the uttermost parts of the earth. #3 
Out of Yheir Sight.—As the apostles were looking while he 
spoke, Jesus was suddenly taken up, rising above them until — : 
a cloud received him out of their sight. He was gone from 
beside them, hidden from thei eyes. It was not a storm 
cloud, rather such brightness of glury as blinded the eyes of 
the watching disciples on the mountain when the heavens 
opened and Jesus was transfigured before them. The clouds: 
of heaven had parted to receive again the King of kings and a 
Lord of lords. He had finished his earthly work; he spoke 7 
parting words of blessing below, and was welooued back to ~ Fe 
his everlasting home by hosts who sang, beyond the hearing of *: “ : 
earthly ears, “ Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and the King)” 
of glory shall come in.’’ 
The Angel Message.—From the beginning of Christ’s s earthly 
life until his ascending to heaven, angels ministered to him. > 
What times can you recall when he was so attended? In all 
the gladness of the welcoming glory, the friends Jesus let “7% 
gazing after him were not forgotten. He sent two angels with 
a last parting promise. Those who serve Christ here are not 
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unknown to his angel servants, ‘‘Ye men of Galilee ’’ the 


angels called them, and gave a promise of Christ’s coming 


again, The angels obeyed when they left the joyous shining 
ranks in glory to speed on an errand to the Mount of Olives. 
The disciples obeyed when they went back to Jerusalem prais- 
ing God, and blessing the One who had gone to the right hand 
of the Father, for whose promise they waited. 


Louisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Julia E. Peck 


HAT shall we do with our new comers, who must have 

for the first lesson of the new year a subject upon 

which their teacher, in her preparation, reads the last chapter 

of the second volume of whatever book she possesses on ‘‘ The 
Life of Christ ’’ ? 

Most of our new comers, however, appeared at the time of 
the Christmas lesson (not a bad beginning), and, having 
reaped their harvest of gifts, are planning to stay with us just 
long enough to keep up appearances. Let us try to hold 
these transients, by giving them something more than that last 
chapter of our second volume. 

We can get the strongest hold if we let them fee) from the 
start that they are important members of the class, and their 
help much needed. For instance, we may appoint them as 
“a committee ’’ (the dignity of the title pleases them) for 
_ Several Sundays to come, to see about arranging chairs, 
distributing papers, etc., so that they feel it important to be 
on hand because others are depending on their efforts. 

We cannot, of course, begin with a class of new comers at 
the point, set forth in our text, for in its very arrangement it 
presupposés knowledge of preceding events in the life of 
Christ. We must manage to make this a brief lesson upon 
the life of our Lord, teaching only a general outline, to bring 
the force of our lesson upon the application and text for 
‘the day. 

Outline Plan 

1. Review the Christmas lesson as a starting-point. 

2. Incidents of the boyhood of Jesus. 

3- Ministry, dwelling briefly on miracles, giving more of the 
work among sick and poor, for the sake of our application, 

4. Dwell briefly on the crucifixion. 

§. Resurrection, calling on older members to help as they 
remember with enthusiasm their Easter lesson. 

6. The point of to-day’s lesson. 

We have generalized so far, using short sentences and easy 
words, pausing frequently to allow the children to repeat our 
words or the substance of our short sentences. It will be 
hard to hold attention, as, of course, there has been no pre- 
vious drill, but, with the help of pictures and frequent changes 
of position, we get to the point of to-day’s lesson. 

Here we begin about the lonely followers, who mistakenly 
thought their dear one lost to them forever, and, too poor to 


~~ mourn in idleness, they must get out their fishing-boat, and 


toil all night. 

The description of this scene, which we can make quite 
dramatic, brings us to the next step, where, grouped about 
their dear Friend, they ask many questions about the work he 
wants them to do. 

He. cannot stay in their sight, though always with them in 
Spirit. A word here about the body Jesus wore for our sake, 
and about his lessons on soul or spirit. 

While the followers talk with him, and gaze lovingly upon 
him, ‘‘a cloud received him out of their sight.’’ ‘‘ Why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven?’’ the two men in white robes 
ask. There is work to be done. They must pray and get 
ready, for all the world must hear of this Jesus. Their Master 
had said, ‘‘ Ye shall be witriesses unto me.”’ 

After explaining the word ‘‘ witnesses ’’ used in this connec- 
tion, emphasize the thought of the honor conferred by the “‘ ye 
shall ’’ of our Master, who trusted them, who trusts us with 
the carrying on of his work. Children always feel honored 
when given a task in trust, and especially so if tfey feel that 
they are really needed and fully trusted. We have our appli- 
cation in appealing to this trait of child nature, and we touch 
them, too, at a point of experience, for some of our poorer 
children have been great care-takers in their short lives. 

We dwelt at some length on the ministry of Jesus, to bring 
out more forcibly our application. We are trusted to go on 

_ with his work of helping the poor, sick, suffering, and the 
wrong-doets. We can begin now, at home arid at school. 
There need be nothing vague about this part of our instruc- 
tion. Make clear and simple suggestions for works of love 


» that each child, if watchful and unselfish, can accomplish. 
~. Next Sunday we will ask about these ‘‘ beginnings.”’ 


We 
must not tell, however, of our own good deeds; for this 
would not be “‘ good manners,’’ But we can tell of the dif- 
ferent kinds of work we have found, speaking only of what all 
may do. 

_. We find that our older children, after their three months’ 
drill on the ‘* Solomon lessans,’’ still have Solomon uppermost 


in their minds, as is quite natural. They were especially in- 
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terested in the account of the building of the temple, and ‘‘ The 
Fame of Solomon.’’ We must be prepared to find that the 
queen of Sheba is on our hands to-day. Let us turn to 
account to-day that whole lesson, in order to touch at a point 
of interest. We had it in the golden text which the children 
recall ; and we review with emphasis, ‘ Behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here.’’ 

We must not forget how little they know of what lies be- 
tween Solomon’s reign and Christ’s ascension. We may begin 
at this point for our baby chronology lesson, to give them 
time and place relations, 

Here is our starting-point: Long after Solomon’s temple 
was thrown down, and another built in its place, there came 
to this other temple a quiet man in a poor dress. This quiet 
man had no home,— here we teach by contrast, without 
mentioning the name of Christ until the children see our 
point, after hearing some familiar incident in the life of our 
Lord. By and by, he came no more to the temple—and so on. 
People said, ‘‘ He is dead.’’ Recall the Easter lesson. Some 
of them who had followed him closest, and loved him best, 
once heard him speak of Solomon and the queen of Sheba in 
this way. It was at a time when people had treated him 
cruelly, and would not listen. 

He had reminded them that the queen ‘“‘ came from the 
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; 
and, Behold,’’ The children finish the quotation. 

From this point, the lesson and application is the same as 
given to the new comers. 

We must guard against one failing common among primary 
teachers,—that is, giving the children something to do, and 
then forgetting it. * The feeling that ‘* nobody cares ’’ kills all 
effort, even after a most enthusiastic lesson ; but with constant 
help and encouragement the children will toil manfully on. 

Northampton, Mass. 





ASAE 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


EING ASSEMBLED TOGETHER WITH THEM.’’—The 

probable site where this event took place was on 
Olivet, and it was as far as Bethany, which renders it impossi- 
ble that it could have been on the summit of Olivet, which was 
much nearer than Bethany, although superstition has laid 
hold of its crest. The position of the secluded recess on the 
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parts of the earth. He did his best, though without recogniz- 
ing a God, by ceaseless journeyings and preaching for forty- 
five years, to win the nations, till, at the age of eighty, worn 
out by exhaustion on a preaching tour, he died, simply utter- 
ing the words, ‘‘ All things are transient.’? There is here no 
claim or sign of superhuman power, his last words telling 
neither of God nor hope, neither of which he knew. Love 
to his fellow-man dnd self-denial had marked him, and so, in 
the midst of patient, loving toil, he passed away. Muhammad, 
when he felt his end approaching, raised himself, and was car- 
ried to the burying-ground, where he declared that the choice” 
had-been given him to remain or to depart, but that he pre- 
ferred the latter. He was then carried home, and cried, ‘* God, 
stand by me in the agony-of death,’’ and shortly after expired 
in the arms of Ayesha, with the words, ‘‘To the highest com 

panion in heaven.’’ No sign- here, or in the departure of 
Booddha, a thousand years before, of any sense of a finished 
work, like that to which the seal was put exactly midway in 
time between the two. 


The College, Durham, England. 
=a. 


By the Rev. William Ewing 


‘* JERUSALEM, ... JUDEA, .. . SAMARIA, ... UTTERMOST 
PART OF THE EArTH.’’—Here we have two notes of authen- 
ticity. The rabbis regarded Judea as consisting of three parts, 
called respectively ‘*‘ The Mountain,’’ ‘‘ The Shephelah,’’ and 
‘*The Valley.’’ ‘*The Mountain’’ probably included the 
whole of the Judean uplands, but was applied specially to 
the parts north and northeast of Jerusalem, known also as the 
‘* royal mount.’’ ‘* The Shephelah ’’ doubtless corresponded to 
the Old Testament district so named,—namely, the range of| 
low hills along the western base of the mountains, skirting the 
maritime plain. This plain is probably indicated by the term 
‘*The Valley.’’ Added to these, however, the city of Jerusa- 
lem was reckoned a separate district, and not simply the capi- 
tal of Judea. This fact is recognized in the expression, 
** Jerusalem and in all Judea.’’ Again, the world beyond the 
boundaries of Judaism was divided into two sections: the 
Samaritans, objects to the Jew of bitterest hostility, on the one 
hand, and all the nations of the Gentiles on the other. This 
division is to be noticed elsewhere, as, for example, in Christ’s 
directions to his disciples, when sending them forth to preach 
and heal, not to go to Samaritans or Gentiles. 

‘* HE was TAKEN Up,’’—The early church celebrated the 



















































eastern slope of the hill, first suggested by Dean Stanley, has 
been remarkably confirmed by the recent indisputable dis- 
covery of the site of Bethphage, a little higher up than this 
spot. We may contrast this, the ascension, or, as it is called 
in all Eastern liturgies, using the very word of the passage 
before us, ‘‘ the taking up,’’ with the exits of the founders of 
the great false religious systems of the world, Booddhism and 
Islam. All others we may dismiss, for the mythologies of 
Greece and Rome, and the Hindooism of our own day, can 
scarcely be said to have had a founder, being rather the accre- 
tions and corruptions of various local superstitions, gradually 
molded into a system. Nowhere else is there anything like 
the ascension, —a fact which it is impossible to explain away, or 
to account for by any ingenuity. Supernatural or miraculous, 
the event must remain inexplicable, unless by divine agency. 
Gautama, more than five hundred years before, seeking after 
truth in the dark, had reached the limit in his moral teaching 
to which unaided reason could attain, and-he alone, of all the 
founders of false religions, claimed that his teaching should be 
world-wide, and declared that it must be carried to the utmost 
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festival of the ascension on the fortieth day after Easter Day. 
Epiphanius, in the fourth century, thought its greatness was 
not duly appreciated, ‘‘ though it is to the others what the 
head is to the body, the crown and completion.’’ The resur- 


rection festival ‘‘ brought not the fulness of joy, because it still 


left the risen Lord fettered to the earth. . . . But to-day, the 
day of the ascension, all is filled with joy supreme,’’ In 
many cities it was celebrated by a procession outside the walls. 
At Jerusalem a procession started for Mt. Olivet at midnight, 
and with torches and tapers illumined the whole landscapé. 


The scene of the ascension on Mt. Olivet is indicated by Luke’ 


as ‘‘ over against Bethany.’’ This makes impossiblg the tra- 
ditional site at Kefr et Tar, This spot has been cherished in 
the pious thought of many generations, and recent researches 
here, recorded in the Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly, 
have brought to light much of extreme interest. 
place was altogether too much exposed to public view. The 
disciples, so far as we can gather, were the sole witnesses of 
this august event. 


of Et-Tar would have attracted the gaze of thousands from the 
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Such a scene from the commanding height~ 
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roofs and battlements of the city beyond the vale of Kedron. 
How much more appropriate the place to which Luke’s narra- 
tive naturally points, the secluded heights overhanging the 
village of Bethany, shut off from the city by the main bulk of 
the mountain, and from the village below by the lower spurs 
of the hill and leafy groves of olive! While thus withdrawn 
from the haunts of men, the spot commands a wide view of 
the Judean wilderness, with its mighty gorges descending into 
the awful abyss of the Jordan, with the sunburnt brows of 
Moab rising in dreary grandeur beyond. 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 





ASAE 
Blackboard Hints 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 





POWER TO BE WITNESSES 


LANNED FATHER. 
ROMISED BY THE SON. 
ROVIDED SPIRIT. 


YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER. 








HIS.PARTING PROMISES. 


BE WITH YOU ALWAY. 
. \V| | SEND THE SPIRIT, 
COME “AGAIN: TO YOU. 


WHO WILL BE AN APOSTLE ? 


{For answer, erase the three lines.] 














Trenton, N. /. 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


"See, the Conqueror mounts in triumph."’ 
** Now let our cheerful eyes survey.” 
“ Hark ! ten thousand harps and voices."’ 
' “Look, ‘ye saints, the sight is glorious." 
** Christ is coming ! let creation.’’ 
‘“*"He is coming, the “Marr of Sorrows.'”'> 
* When Jesus comes to reward his servants.” 
*,“ Down life’s dark vale we wander."’ 


ELEY 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 
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For the Teacher 


HE Forty Days (vs. 1%3).—Who wrote the Acts? 
What was the ‘‘ former treatise’? ? What does the word 
“began ’’ imply with regard to this book? How many of 
Christ’s appearances after his resurrection are recorded? 
How do they constitute ‘infallible proof’’ of his resurrection ? 
2. THE PROMISE (vs. 4, 5).—Why was it best that the 
apostles should ‘‘ wait for the promise ’’ at Jerusalem? Why 
was it called a promise ‘‘of the Father’’? (Joel 2: 28, 29; 
Isa. 444 3, etc.) When had they heard this promise from 
Christ? (John 14: 16, 26; 15:26.) Whatdid John prophesy 
regarding the baptism Christ would give? (John1 : 33.) 
What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit ? 
3. THE COMMISSION (vs. 6-8).—Where did they <‘ come 
together ’’ this second time? (v. 12.) What sort of kingdom 
did the apostles probably still expect? How far was ‘that ex- 
pectation fulfilled? Why is it best for men not to. know. the 
futuré? What power comes from the reception of the Holy 
Spirit? How did the apostles bear witness to Christ? What 
is significant in the order of places where they were to bear 
witness ? 
* 4. THE ASCENSION (vs. 9-11).—Why was it best that Christ 
should make a visible ascension? What were these ‘‘two 
men’’? What did Christ himself say about his second 
coming? {Matt. 24: 30, 31; 26:64.) How are we to pre- 
pare for it? 
5. WAITING (vs. 12-14).—What was ‘‘a Sabbath day’s 
journey’? Who, probably, were “ the women ”’? (Luke 8 : 
/ 3; John 19 : 25) and “‘his brethren”? (Matt. 13: 55.) 
_ How did the apostles prepare themselves for the coming of 
=the Holy Spirit? How may we? 


For the Superintendent 
1. Who wrote the Acts? 2. With what event does the 
book begin? 3. How many days between the resurrection and 
the ascension? 4. What happened on those days? 5. What 
promise did Christ make to the disciples before he ascended ? 
a ©. What command did he lay upon‘them? 7. From what 


‘place did he ascend? 8. What promise did two angels make 
after his disappearance ? 
Boston, Mass. 
Oo 
Questions to be Answered in Writing 
1. Who is supposed to have written the Book of Acts? 
2. For how long after his crucifixion did Christ appear on the 
earth? 3. What question did the disciples ask Christ? 4. 
What lesson for us is there in Christ’s answer? 5. What are the 
names of the eleven apostles? 
&@ These questions are given also in The Scholar’s Magazine. They 
occupy a full pags opposite the lesson to which they refer, and blank space 


is allowed for the written answers. Send for free specimen copy to 
John D. Wattles & Co., 107: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ASA 


Lesson Summary 


‘O SOME extent Luke now recalls the closing of his 
‘* former treatise.’’ In both he tells how Jesus ‘* shewed 


himself alive after his passion,’’ and of many words which 


passed between him and his disciples. In both he tells of the 
ascension, and of its immediate effects upon those who saw it. 


»In this second treatise, however, as though the story had be- 


come increasingly dear, he introduces more details. He 
speaks of the ‘‘ many infallible proofs,’’ of the ‘‘ forty days ”’ 
through which Jesus was showing himself, and of ‘‘ the 
things’’ of which he spoke; he rchearses the commands, 
the promises, and the explanatiéns of the Lord; he tells of 
the ‘‘cloud,’’ of the rapt ‘‘ gazing,’’ of the men ‘‘ in white ap- 
parel,’’ of the rebuke, and of the second coming of the Lord. 
He dwells on the return from Olivet to Jerusalem, tells the 
distance, mentions the upper room, names its occupants, and 
closes with the story of their unity and devoutness, and of the 
holy women who companied with them, including the honored 
mother of our Lord himself. 


-—— 


Added Points 
How the story of the Gospel grows upon those who love it! 


“Tis blessed to repeat 
What seems, éach time I tell it, 
More wonderfully sweet."’ 


While they were transpiring, the Lord’s appearances after 
his resurrection seemed startling surprises. To sober second 
thought they became ‘“‘ infallible proofs.’’ 

In the very midst of loving converse the Lord was parted 
from his disciples. So shall his return come unexpectedly. 

Better wait for power from on high than hasten on with- 
out it. 

The fact of the Lord’s departure is the pledge of his return. 
He went, but he ‘‘ shall so come in like manner.”’ 

Continue, harmonize, pray, supplicate. This is the path to 
usefulness. 
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The Bible Club 
By Mary Clark Barnes 


N OUTLINE of a three years’ course of Bible study 

for the Young People’s societies and other organi- 
zations in Presbyterian churches has recently been pub- 
lished. Courses of Bible study for young people in 
Baptist churches were announced three years earlier. 
Still earlier, Young People’s Societies ir? individual 
churches were asking for help in this direction. The 


most earnest and devoted leaders of the Young People’s 
movement in all the churches find in this consciousness 
of need of a more thorough acquaintance with. the Scrip- 
tures the sign of brightest promise for the future. 

But this newly awakened interest in Bible study is not 
confined to Young People’s societies. Bible clubs are 
springing up in connection with other organizations, and 
in connection with no organization. 

The report of the American Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture for October, 1894, to July, 1895, tells us that its 
Outline Course of Bible Study was followed during those 
months by 4,133 students, one-half of whom were be- 
tween the ages of twenty and thirty years. During the 
same time the Bible Students’ Reading Guild enrolled 
470 members, 200 men and 270 women. ‘In this 
guild were representatives of every professional and 
business occupation, from the minister and college pro- 
fessor to the mechanic and factory employee. Members 
of thirteen religious denominations were included."’ 

The Bible club is already a factor in church life, 
What is to be its relation to the Sunday-school work of 
the church? It is a belated question. Relations of — 
mutual helpfulness are establishing themselves. The 
most efficient teachers and officers in Sunday-schools are 
the ones most eager to welcome the Bible club and to 
engage in its work. Study in the Bible club raises the 
standard of teaching in the Sunday-school. Higher 
ideals are cherished of what that teaching ought to be 
Growing knowledge leads to growing reverence. Grow- 
ing reverence counts the truth too sacred to be dealt with 
carelessly. The soul possessed with the idea that God's 
message is in the Bible grows more and more eager to 
study that message as he has given it,—in poetry, in his-- 
tory, in prophecy ; more eager to learn the time and 
circumstances of its delivery,—through whom, to whom, 
it came. : 

Just how much of the ‘new education in the 
churches '’ is to be attributed to the Bible club it is im-+ 
possible to say. As an organization it is too young to 

produce long columns of statistics ; but wherever it has 


* been introduced it has stimulated search of the Scrip- 


tures. The change in name from Sunday-school to 
Bible-school is significant of a change of emphasis, 
The Bible-schools, in which students from kindergarten 
to adult department pass from grade to grade, on evi- 
dence of work accomplished, show a refreshing contrast 
to the Sunday-school of the past,—not so long past but 
that some of us still remember it,—when the idea of 
advancement, which is so powerful an incentive in the 
week-day school, was scarcely considered in connection 
with the Sunday-school. 

In the absence of definite statistics from many Bible 
clubs, the naming of some results of a course of Bible 
study, undertaken by busy people in the face of some 
‘difficulties, may be an encouragement to others to do 
more and better work. 

In the spring of 1894 the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor of the Fourth Avenue Church, Pitts- 
burg, by unanimous vote, set aside the second of the 
weekly meetings of each month-as ‘ Bible Study Even- 
ing.'’ Feeling the need of definite direction in their 
study, after carefully examining several courses. they 


* adopted the Outline Course of Bible Study of the 


American Institute of Sacred Literature, receiving its 
monthly instruction sheets with directions for daily 
study. In their first year they studied the life of Christ ; 
in the second, the foreshadowings of the Christ ; in the 
third, the founding of the Christian Church. It is 
possible now, in the third year, to estimate to some 
extent the efficiency of this study in its relation to the 
Bible-school and to other phases of the church life. 
Some conditions characteristic of the work under 
consideration, which would not characterize the work of 
a Bible club organized espegjally for Bible study 
should be noted. The course of’study was unanimously 
adopted by the society, but not all the members of the 


society enrolled for the regular personal work. Some ~~ 2 


who enrolled and received the lesson sheets attended 
the meetings, but did not do the regular daily work 
Some, instead of spending fifteen minutes of each day in 
the regular work assigned for that day, devoted a part of 
Sunday afternoon to doing the work assigned to seven 
days or more. Some who received the lesson-sheets 
and followed the work at home were unable to be 
present at the meetings and to participate in the discus- 
sion of topics assigned. A few have pursued the study 
regularly through the twenty-seven months covered by 
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the lesson-sheets of the three years,—nine months for America begin the season with a thirty days’ service of gospe} 
each year. meetings? Why not set aside all other diversions, and church 


: : k itself, duri anuary, in a united work for the spread 
To formulate the records of a Bible club representing os gue uring J se P of 
homogeneous elements would be a simpler matter than ~The world needs it sorely, and was never more ready to receive 
to give the results of study in this case. We can at best it, and it is the privilege of the church to proclaim it. If every 
#1 y 


only classify the personal experiences which have been church will but answer to this appeal with open doors and hearty 
given by in dividuals response ; if every pastor will exert himself to spend and be spent 


é in the Master's service at this special season ; if every officer will 
1. This course of study has revealed to the young give his sympathy and co-operation to the work,—the church will 


people themselves some facts of their own experience have cause to remember January, 1897, both in time and through 
before unnoted. eternity. 

(1.) It has led them to see their lack of thorough 
knowledge of even those parts of the Bible with which 
they were most familiar. One young man, who has 
been in Sunday-school all his life, said, ‘‘1 see now that 
I have been reading the lesson-helps always, rather than 
the lessons.’’ Another said, ‘‘] am just beginning to 
find what the Bible really says, and where it says it.’’ 






THE 





The Sunday School Times stands ready to supply its 


' (2.) The difficulty which some have found in securing Toe Gee maa FES aos pron PPI 
: readers any at they may desire to purchase 
fifteen minutes a day for the study has revealed to them ciiigieus Gr evedlen, ld or naw, and be saiiinemaien 


the startling fact that they had not been accustomed to ontiacied Ad ester tet a beek ehéele ts abdeenel & 
give even this small portion of their time to the study of k ty sce of The Sunday School Times, 1031 


> ; ; ; 4 m lphia, ; 
the Word of God, which is to be the guide and inspira- pe are a Sach the akine yds pe orgy dag mt 


 . tion of their lives. This discovery has led to a strong and address of the publisher, if possible, and should be“ 


accompanied by the amount necessary to cover the pub- 
lisher’s advertised price, if known. No charge will be 
made for postage or delivery. 


determination on the part of some to so regulate their 
use of time as to secure a larger part of it than hereto- 
fore for Bible study. 

2. The benefits gained from the study have been in 
proportion to the time and effort given to it. 

(1.) Those who have given to it no time, except during 
~ the monthly meeting, devoted to the discussion of the 
topics of the month, have declared that meeting to be be named a new volume about the little folk rather 
the most helpful to them of all the Young People’s than for them, and therefore to be enjoyed by those who 
Society of Christian Endeavor meetings of the month. remember childhood’s days as well as those now living 
The largest attendance of the month has generally been in them. A Child World (Indianapolis : Bowen- Merrill 
on the ‘‘ Bible-study evening."’ Co, $1.25), by James Whitcomb Riley, is as simple, 
- (2.) The mental discipline of the study has been true, natural, and wholesome as that average household 
highly valued by those who have followed it regularly. life which it describes in narrative verse and song,—the 
The effort to put into concise and definite terms the homely household life which lies at the base of all Ameri- 
answers to the questions given has been in itself an can society, and has so often and so well been sung by 
education, leading to clearer thought and more accurate. this Hoosier poet of the heart. Its principal meter, the 
expression. iambic pentameter rhyming couplet which ‘ bound all 

(3) To those who have looked through the literature English eightcenth-century verse in a ten-linked chain,"’ 
to the life, the spiritual helpfulness of the study has Mr. Riley is unable to handle in any artistic way ; and 
been beyond computation. Of this most earnest testi- his major poem, considered externally, swarms with 
monies have been given. crudities of every sort. But what of it?- One need not 

3. This course of study has led to a higher ideal of always criticise, but here may be thankful for many fresh 
Bible-school work. It is one of several influences which and vigorous ‘‘ Flemish pictures of old days'’ ‘‘ by the 
have combined to secure the organization of a normal homestead hearth,’’ as Whittier called his greater but 
class in connection with the Bible-school. Now the similar portrayal of old and young in the varied round 
question is being asked, ‘‘ May we have a teachers’ club of the simple joys of the rooftree, the fireside, and the 
for Bible study ?"’ farm. Even Mr. Riley's quotations are apt ; many a 
quavering old voice will sing again, as reminded of them 
here, ‘‘ Wild roved an Indian -girl,’’ or the ‘‘ Mountain 

P Maid's Invitation,’*—which last is cleverly reproduced 

Mr. Moody’s Call to Action in facsimile of the old sheet music. 
Bp YANGELISTIC services promising and accomplish- An excellent idea, well carried out, is that of Zhe 
ing large results have just been carried on in New Century Book of Famous Americans (New York : The 
York City under the leadership of Mr. Moody. Likewise Century Co. $1.50), by ébridge S. Brooks, whose 
the special evangelistic services which began in Phila- Century Book for Young Americans, coming from the 
delphia in November have resulted not only in large S4m¢ publishing house, was deservedly successful. 
ingatherings for the churches, but, what is equally as Here, in story-pilgrimage form, are intelligent and in- 
important, they have quickened and revitalized the teresting accounts of Samuel, John, and John Quincy 
Christians themselves in greater or less degree, the city Adams, Webster, Hamilton, Henry, Jefferson, Clay, 
being districted and an organized house-to-house visita- Jackson, Grant, Lincoln, and Washington, in that order, 
tion accomplished. with adequate descriptions of the places most closely 
Mr. Moody is in receipt of many letters asking for the SS0ciated with their life-work, The accompanying pic- 
full text of the call to special evangelistic effort read in ‘vres are both portraits and places, selected with a view 
Cooper Union early in December. The call is for * helpful historical accuracy. One must object, how- 
action, concerted, immediate, and national,—and reads ¢V¢™ to the snub-nosed Webster on the cover as not 

as follows : strictly demonstrable. 

Never during the past century has the Church of Christ had st areca; Be Tet tee Se Oey 

such an opportunity for the spread of the gospel as now presents of . Native Land (Boston : D. Lothrop Co. $1. 50), 
> itself. Never has the world manifested a greater interest in re- iS a Collection of stories based on historical subjects, 
ligious teaching. All substitutes for Christianity have proved a written in a popular style, and including several poems. 


_ failure, and the nation is seeking once more for the old paths, the Chronologically, the tales range from Columbus to the 
good old way. Let the church arise and make ready for the work. War of 1861 


First, let us have a revival of righteousness among ourselves, be ¥ Papo 
and then open wide our churches to those whom we have so long Garrett Newkirk’ s Rhy ae of the States (New York : 
Neglected. There were three thousand churches in two denomina- The Century Co. $1), reprinted from St. Nicholas, com- 
tions alone last year that reported no accessions on profession of bines jocosity with accurate instruction, avoiding the 
faith. Is it the will of God that millions upon millions of dollars misleading statements sometimes found in metrical his- 
are expended upon these places of worship, to be used but once tori hi Th ict a 
or twice a week, while our neighbors are needing his message ? rao oer 2 - oR rg aurhbe) a / = 
Is it mot time that the church should arise? If we refuse to S!VINg the products or historical characteristics of the 
work in his service, be assured he will turn from the regular chan- several states, and illustrating their contour by neat 
_ nels, ee find servants who will do his bidding in spreading the devices of the Italian-boot order. For instance, Dela- 
ppeapel to every living soul. : ware is a foot wearing a skate curled up at the toe. The 
During the remaining days of this year lét us all wait upon our A ‘ : 
Master for a special preparation for the coming winter, and when mixed-up silhouettes of the states on the same scale 
the New Year opens why should not every Christian church in and the same page will instruct some older eyes. 
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IRST among the children’s books of the season may 
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A useful addition to a series of one-volume histories, 
which has been found immediately serviceable and evi- 
dently trustworthy, is A Short History of Italy (Chicago : 
A. C. McClurg & Co, $1.25), by Eiizabeth S. Kirklaid, 
who has already made similar manuals of English and 
French histéry. One merit of the book is that ‘it is not 
‘(written down" to any supposed level of mediocre 
intelligence. 

An instructive book for the boys’ book-shelf is 7he 
Romance of Commerce (New York : Thomas Y. Crowell 
$1.25), by /. Macdonald Oxley: accounts df 
the Mississippi Bubble, the South-Sea Bubble, the tulip 
mania, the search for a northwest passage, the work of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, etc., down to the building 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Of and for the Domin- 
ion, too, in Mr. Oxley’s text and Mr. Sandham’s pic- 
tures, but more carelessly written, is Zhe Boy Tramps; 
Or, Across Canada (New York : Thomas Y. Crowell & 
Co. $F. 50). 

Modestly written, showing evident signs of the range 
and thoroughness of the author's first-hand information, 
and combining instruction with a story of sufficient in- 
terest to attract boy and girl readers, is Zhe Young Man- 
darin: A Story of Chinese Life (Boston: Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school and Publishing Society. $1.50), by 
the Rev. 7, A. Davis, Many larger and more ambi- 
tious books are no more helpful in giving an account of 
life, and possible Christianization, in China. Among the 
more vivid chapters are those entitled ‘‘ A Crucifixion,” 
and ‘* Dogs.”’ 

A good book for a holiday present to an intelligent 
boy or girl of grammar-school or high-school age, who is 
interested in natural history, is Burroughs s A Year in the 
Fields, (New York : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $1.50), 
eight chapters of well-chosen selections from the writings 
of our foremost living popular essayist 6n natural history, 
the keenness of whose insight and the charm of whose 
style are hardly equalled in the books of Frank Bolles, 
Bradford Torrey, or Charles C. Abbott, and certainly 
not in those of the equally intelligent but more careless 
(in the rhetorical sense) Olive Thorne Miller. The vol- 
ume is illustrated by, more than a dozen pictures of’ Mr. 
Burroughs in various acts and attitudes in woodland or 
field, from photographs by Clifton Johnson, perhaps the 


most expert of our photographers in catching, with his . 


camera, absolutely realistic and unartificial-rural scenes. 

Friendly Letters to Girl Friends (Boston : Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. $1.25), is by Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney, who 
certainly knows girls, and how to describe theni.. Here 


_she writes to them in a kindly, suggestive, and practical 


way, without too much didacticism, but with an earnest 
moral sense, on such topics as dress, going into society, 
reading, working, marriage, and daily religion. Becom- 
ing through doing,—this phrase forms the summary of 
much of the wholesome advice here given. 

Unquestionably the best black-and-white pictures 
printed in any of the holiday books here reviewed are 
those accompanying Edith Robinson's A Loyal Little 
Maid (Boston : Joseph Knight Co. 50 cents). They 
are drawn by Amy M. Sacker,—a new name, —who sur- 
passes three-fourths of the poster-designers of the hour 
in her firm use of line, her balancing of simple effects, 
and her sense of beauty, The little love-story (of Alex- 
ander Hamilton and Betsey Schuyler, with George Wash- 
ington and Mary Philipse in the environment) is hardly 
as good as the illustrations, which, though not primarily 
addressed to children, may well be used as models for 
young designers. 

The indefatigable A/r. Lang—poet, translator, folk- 
lorist, magazinist, critic, biographer, and what not—is 
also a hearty and successful collector or reteller of 
stories for children, as his long.series of rainbow-hued 
Blue Fairy Books, Green Fairy Books, etc., attest. His 
volume for this year is blue in color, and bears the title 
of The Animal Story Book (New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. $2). , Many of the stories are true, while 
some are based on fairy-tales or fables, and they range 
in source from Pliny to Dumas. Most of them are fe- 
told by Mrs. Lang. Adventure, fancy, and humble 
fidelity, are all represented. The pictures are interest- 


ing, but marred by some scenes too cruel to be com~ 2 
mended to the eyes of children. The general tone of ~ 


the book, however, is very kindly, and it is pleasant to 

read here a retelling of the old Fido story in which, 

instead of the ending which has cost child readers so 

many tears, the dog ‘is allowed to live in honored peace~ 
to a good old age. 
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Joel Chandler Harris's children's book for the year is 
The Story of Aaron (Boston : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 
$2),—a sequel to Mr. Rabbit at Home and Little Mr. 
Thimblefinger and his Queer Country (same publishers). 
Sweetest Susan, Buster John, and Drusilla, having 
learned from Mr. Thimblefinger the «<sign,’’ can under- 
stand the talk of animals ; and thereby, on their planta- 
tion, they hear the story of Aaron, and ‘much more 
concerning slave life and the coming of freedom. 

Tommy Anne and the Three Hearts (New York : Mac- 
millan & Co. $1.50) is by Mrs. Mabel Osgood Wright, 
whose pleasant and useful ornithological handbook en- 
titled Birdcraft (same publishers) appeared last year. It 
is well written, and narrates the experiences of Tommy 
Anne and her dog Waddles as they listen to the grass 
growing, talk with trees, hear the ferns and the mosses 
converse together, etc. These stories, like Mr. Harris's 
yolume just named, the Jungle Books (New York : The 
Century Co.) of Kipling, and some other recent works, 
indicate a growing fondness for returning to the old, old 
idea of personifying the forces or living objects of the 
natural world. 

Retellings, in reverent fiction, of the Bible story, are 
multiplying nowadays. Reissues of Ingraham'’s once 
popular Pillar of Fire, Prince of the House of David; 
and Throne of David (all of Roberts Brothers, Boston), 
‘were lately mentioned here. John: A Tale of King 
Messiah, (New York : Dodd, Mead, & Co. $1.25), by 
Katharine Pearson Woods, is \argely a paraphrase of the 
New Testament narrative, written smoothly and undis- 
turbingly, as regards the devout mind of the reader, 
though not showing any force as a religio-historical novel. 
The undertone is 

‘* Not he that repeateth the name, 
; ; But he that doeth the will.” 
The author's theory of the inner purpose of Judas varies 
from that usually held, without being as revolutionary as 
that advanced in W. W. Story’s A Roman Lawyer in 
jerusalem. . Zhe Quiet King: A Story of Christ (Phila- 
delphia : American Baptist Publication Society. $1.50), 
wby,,.Caroline .Atwater Mason, is a more scholarly 
piece of work, but the author's wide range of reading 
and evident desire to be both accurate and reverential 
have slackened the motion of her story, which moves 
somewhat heavily. The quotations at the beginnings 
of chapters attest both her knowledge of good poctry 
and her sympathetic insight. The typography is good, 
and the illustrations are reproductions of recent religious 
paintings. The two books just named are not primarily 
designed for children, but may profitably be read by 
older boys and girls. The faults of over-familiarity and 
flippancy of treatment, sometimes found in this sort of 
work, are avoided in Gentle Jesus: A Life of Christ for 
_titile Folks (New York: Thomas Whittaker. $1.25), 
by Helen £E. Jackson, \argely because the writer uses 
the narrative form instead of the dramatic - Zhe 
Swordmakers Son (New York: The Century Co. 
$1.50), by William O. Stoddard, a practiced maker 
of juvenile books who seldom falls below a credit- 
able level of excellence, is devout in spirit and com- 
mendable in execution. It adopts the wise device of 
dealing with imaginary spectators or associates of the 
characters of the sacred story. The unimportance of 
the «divine tragedy,'’ as viewed by many contemporary 
Jews and Romans, is clearly brought out. 

Very unlike in style, but one in their lesson that folly 
smay be repented of and brought to better things, are 
.Pierrette (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. $1.25), by 
» Marguerite Bouvet, and The Scrape that Jack Built 
_ (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. $1.25), by Oétilie A. 
Liljencraniz. The first is a story of Parisian poverty, strug- 
gie, and triumph, with a gentle little girl as the central 
figure, and a bit of love-tale thrown in at the end ; the 

* other is told in a tone of shrill gayety that is too much 
like the strident and slangy talk of not a few boys and 
gitls in the real life of these closing years of the century. 

Mrs. Alicia Aspinwall s Short Stories for Short. Peo- 

fle (New York : E. P. Dutton & Co. $1.50), with illus- 
_ trations by Marie L. Danforth, is a collection of unam- 
bitious, pleasantly written, and cleverly titled stories, 
turning for the most part upon grotesque inversions of 
common ideas or experiences. To Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, who writes a glowing introduction to the 
_, book, they seem the best successors of Grimm’s and 
A grag s tales that have ever appeared. 

' Easily written, rapidly running, and « taking"’ 

_ about elves consitate the ag Aeeeagaee is aa 
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bound book called Zhe Wonderful Fairies of the Sun, 
(Boston : Roberts Brothers. $1.25), by Ernest Vincent 
Wright. Such a word as ‘‘holler*’ is now and then 
introduced, but one must not be too severe in breaking 
a butterfly on a critical wheel. 

The funniest colored picture-book for children issued 
last year was The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls and 
a Golliwogg (New York: Longmans, Green, & Co, 
$2), by Florence K. Upton,—a Clever idea well carried 
out, Miss Upland having so rare a knack in giving 
multiform expressions to jointed wooden images that 
some of her pictures were afterwards admitted into the 
exclusive pages of Punch. Equally good is Zhe Golli- 
wogg's Bicycle Club (New York : Longmans, Green, & 
Co, $2), just brought out by the same designer, with 
rhymes, as before, by Bertha Upton. Not all the stories 
have been told, nor all the pictures drawn, after all, as 
is proved by the ingenuity of these amusing books. 

Another clever book is Gobdolinks,; Or, Shadow Pic- 
tures for Young and Old (New York ; The Century Co. 
$1), by Ruth Mc Enery Stuart and Albert Bigelow Paine, 
—pictures of all sorts made by dropping a little ink on 
white paper, folding the sheet, and pressing the ink- 
spots together. The variety and amusingness of the 
pictures are surprising, and they will carry imitative fun 
and inky fingers wherever they go, as the book contains 
not only accompanying rhymes, but directions for the 
sport A Shadow Show (New York : The Century Co. 
$1), by P. S. Newell, is likewise amusing ; one looks 
through the colored pictures from.the back, when held 
to the light, and finds them transmogrified into all sorts 
of queer animal shadow-figures ; thus ‘‘Chauncey and 
the Brownie’’ becomes ‘‘A Frightened Antelope.’’ 
From the same publishers come Paper Doll Poems (75 
cents), by Pauline King: fairly good pictures of cut-out 
dolls and animals, with doggerel verses to match, the 
whole being aptly described by the publishers as ‘a 
nonsense book written by a big child for little ones.’’ 

Pretty books for younger eyes—books which, in the 
hackneyed phrase, must ‘‘be seen to be appreciated,’’ 
and therefore may be asked for at the bookstores—are 
Sweets from Fairy Land (New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co. $2), in which, by pulling the piece pf cardboard at 
the bottom of the-page, an entirely different picture ap- 
pears in place of the first one seen; and Peeps into 
Fairyland (Same publishers. $2.50), retellings of fairy 
tales, accompanied by bright colored pictures in layers, 
which can be raised into perspective,—a method long 
familiar in valentines. Another book ‘‘ printed in Ba- 
varia,’’ and coming from the same American publishers, 
is the Mother Goose's Nursery Rhymes ($2.50) of this sea- 
son,—a larger collection than usual, with a swarm of pic- 
tures, colored and plain, and a pretty cover representing a 
child on gooseback. The jingles in this year’s issues 
seem better than usual, as, for instance, ‘‘ The Journey,’’ 
in another lithographic picture-book, Dutton’s Holiday 
Annual for 1897 ($1.25), which tells of the way three 
tiny people went ‘‘to there and back again."’ 

Santa Claus Home, with Other Stories and Rhymes 
for Mamma to Read Aloud (Boston : Arena Publishing 
Co. 50 cents), by Helen M. Cleveland and Margaret Gay 
is a red-and-white pamphlet filled with simple poems 
and stories within the capacity of youngest listeners. Its 
contents are varied in an agreeable way. 

From E. and J. B. Young & Co., the New York repre- 
sentatives of various English religious publishing houses, 
come several juvenile books of transatlantic authorship 
and manufacture. In Nursery Rhymes and Fables 
(75 cents) are reproduced many of the old favorites of the 
‘*hey diddle diddle’’ order, cleverly illustrated by Wal- 
ter J. Morgan. Friendly Jocy, and Other Stories ($1) 
is made up of rather slight tales, with not unpleasing 
pictures. Sunday Reading for the Young ($1.25) is the 
annual volume of the religious juvenile magazine entitled 
Sunday, and, as usual, presents a varied store of moral, 
but not goody-goody, matter in prose and verse, as well 
as pictures to copy and picture-puzzles for Sunday hours. 
The colored frontispiece shows us, once more, the famil- 
iar old graybeard veteran soldier who has heretofore 
adorned the collected volumes. Zhe Romance of the 
Sea: Its Fictions, Facts, and Folklore ($2), is a useful 
book, the nature of which is described by its sub-title. 
Its pages are pleasantly written, and bring together a 
good deal of interesting matter. 

Happy Children (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & 
Co. $1.50), a big book of stories by M/rs. Ella Farman 
Pratt, editor of Babyland, and better known as the for- 
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mer editor of the defunct Wide Awake, is illustrated by 
bright lithographs and pen-and-ink sketches in the text, 
of somewhat better quality than the average of such 
work. The stories are not written in any very finished 
rhetorical style, but they will please readers between five 
and ten. One of the best of them will tend to make 
boys Tess inclined to torment animals in ways stopping _ 
short of downright cruelty. 

To very little folk may be read Rhymes and Songs 
Sor my Little Ones (Boston: D. Lothrop Co. $1.50), 
by Adolphine Charlotte Hingst and Esther J. Ruskay; 
jingles about animals and children, plentifully illustrated 
by the object pictures which tell a story to youngest eyes. 
Better illustrations, however, are the ones contained in 
Through the Farmyard Gate: Rhymes and Stories for 
Little Children at Home and in Kindergarten (Boston : 
D. Lothrop Co. $1.25), by Emilie Poulsson., The verse 
rattles pleasantly along, and the prose is commendably 
Siiupie,—original and translated matter being combined ~ 
in the text. The pictures are of all kinds of animals, 


and the book teaches little children to care for their dumb is 


fellow-creatures. 

Clearly deserving rank among the better of the new 
books for little children is Santa Claus’ New Castle (Colum- 
bus, Ohio: Nitschke Brothers. $1), by Maude Florence 
Bellar, with pictures by Dixie Selden. The old legendary 
figure is here giveh a novel setting, and the ancient tale 
is prettily retold for end-of-the-century children ; the 
whole ending with an application—all the more effective 
because so naturally made—of the new-old truth that it 
is-better to give than to receive. 

Attention will be drawn to the colloquially nama 
book called Phil May's Gutter-Snipes (New York: 
Macmillan & Co. $1.50), because of the widely current 
but apparently incorrect statement that Mr. May is to 
succeed the late Mr. Du Maurier as the chief social car- 
toonist of Punch. That reticent journal has so far shown 
no sign of such a promotion of the clever limner of 
gamins and the loud youths and damsels called ‘«’ Arry”’ 
and ‘‘’Arriet’’ in. jocose English phraseology. But Mr. 
May’s hurriedly drawn sketches, here and elsewhere, are 
vigorous and true, and in them the necessary coarseness 
of the theme does not often degenerate into vulgarity of 
treatment. On the whole he is at his best, like Mr 
M. Woolf-in this country, as a portrayer of the children 
of the poor. 

New editions of juvenile classics that call for no men- 
tion save that they are neatly printed, brightly bound, 
and of convenient size, and that their cheapness is made 
possible by the fact that the copyright of the first has 
expired, and the second appeared before the inter- 
national copyright law, are Hawthorne's Wonder Book 
and Grimms Household Stories,—the latter with re- 
ptoductions of Walter Crane's pictures (New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 75 cents each). 

_ Two books which may be singled from the others here 
named, and given to children by parents desirous of 
inculcating a love of the artistic in illustrative design, 
are a pretty new edition of Zales from Hans Andersen 
(New York : Macmillan & Co. $1), with numerous illus- 
trations by Helen Stratton; and Zhe Book of IWon- 
der Voyages (New York : Macmillan & Co. $1.50), retel-. 
lings of classic stories, edited by Joseph Jacobs, and illus- 
trated by John D. Batten. Both are issued at a cheap 
price, but with no cheapening of mechanical make-up. 

The Rev. C. H. Tyndall, of the Broome Street Taber- 
nacle in New York, author of a book entitled Object 
Sermons in Outline (New York : Fleming H. Revell Co.), 
which has been received with favor, presents a similar 
volume of Odbject-Lessons for Children; Or, Hooks and 
Eyes, Truth Linked to Sight (Same publisher. $1.25). 
It is a sort of modern successog, of that old-time source 
of stories and illustrations, Arvime s Cyclopedia of Moral 
and Religious Anecdotes; and, like that book, will do 
better service when its tales, applications, and black- 
board devices are used as hints than when they are pre- 
sented, without modification, to hearers or beholders. 
The author's literary style is far from being a model. 


Ce 


William Tyndale and the Translation of the English Bible, 
By G. Barnett Smith. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 160. Chicago 
and New York: Fleming H. Revell Co. 75 cents.) 


Our English Bible is due, first, to the faithful labors 
of William Tyndale, who suffered martyrdom in 1536. 
The standard biography of this reformer is that by 
W. Demans (London: Religious Tract Society), published 
in 1871. From the facts there gathered, Mr. Smith re- 
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the lesson-sheets of the three years,—nine months for America begin the season with a thirty days’ service of gospe; 
each year meetings? Why not set aside all other diversions, and church 
: i work itself, duri anuary, in a united work for the spread of 

To formulate the records of a Bible club representing in oie ng J P 
homogeneous elements would be a simpler matter than ~The world needs it sorely, and was never more ready to receive 
to give the results of study in this case. We can at best it, and it is the privilege of the church to proclaim it. If every 


only classify the personal experiences which have been church will but answer to this appeal with open doors and hearty 
; are response ; if every pastor will exert himself to spend and be spent 
gee by individuals. in the Master's service at this special season ; if every officer will 

1. This course of study has revealed to the young give his sympathy and co-operation to the work,—the church will 
people themselves some facts of their own experience have cause to remember January, 1897, both in time and through 
before unnoted. eternity. 

(1.) It has led them to see their lack of thorough 
knowledge of even those parts of the Bible with which 
they were most familiar. One young man, who has 
been in Sunday-school all his life, said, ‘‘1 see now that 
I have been reading the lesson-helps always, rather than 
the lessons.’’ Another said, ‘‘I am just beginning to 
find what the Bible really says, and where it says it."’ 

' (2.) The difficulty which some have found in securing 
fifteen minutes a day for the study has revealed to them 
the startling fact that they had not been accustomed to 


give even this small portion of their time to the study of : 
asa 3 . ; - Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. It should state the full 
the Word of God, which is to be the guide and inspira- ji. aa Ga ain tin a oy f * An ' : “a - aon 


tion of their lives. This discovery has led to a strong and address of the publisher, if possible, and should be“ 
determination on the part of some to so regulate their a¢compamied by the amount necessary to cover the pub- 


As ; lisher’s advertised price, if known. No charge will be 
use of time as to secure a larger part of it than hereto- made for postage or delivery. 
fore for Bible study. 


2. The benefits gained from the study have been in 
proportion to the time and effort given to it. 

(1.) Those who have given to it no time, except during 
- the monthly meeting, devoted to the discussion of the IRST among the children’s books of the season may 
topics of the month, have declared that meeting to be be named a new volume about the little folk rather 
the mostyhelpful to them of all the Young People’s than for them, and therefore to be enjoyed by those who 
Society of Christian Endeavor meetings of the month. remember childhood’ s days as well as those now living 
The largest attendance of the month has generally been in them. A Child World (Indianapolis : Bowen-Merrill 
on the ‘‘ Bible-study evening."’ Co. $1.25), by James Whitcomb Riley, is as simple, 

(2.) The mental discipline of the study has been true, natural, and wholesome as that average household 
highly valued by those who have followed it regularly. life which it describes in narrative verse and song, —the 
The effort to put into concise and definite terms the homely household life which lies at the base of all Ameri- 
answers to the questions given has been in itself an can society, and has so often and so well been sung by 
education, leading to clearer thought and more accurate. this Hoosier poet of the heart. Its principal meter, the 
expression. iambic pentameter rhyming couplet which ‘ bound all 

(3) To those who have looked through the literature English eighteenth-century verse in a ten-linked chain,"’ 
to the life, the spiritual helpfulness of the study has Mr. Riley is unable to handle in any artistic way ; and 
been beyond computation. Of this most earnest testi- his major poem, considered externally, swarms with 
monies have been given. crudities of every sort. But what of it? - One need not 

3. This course of study has led to a higher ideal of always criticise, but here may be thankful for many fresh 
Bible-school work. It is one of several influences which and vigorous ‘‘ Flemish pictures of old days'’ ‘by the 
have combined to secure the organization of a normal homestead hearth,’’ as Whittier called his greater but 
class in connection with the Bible-school. Now the similar portrayal of old and young in the varied round 
question is being asked, ‘‘ May we have a teachers’ club of the simple joys of the rooftree, the fireside, and the 
for Bible study ?"’ farm. Even Mr. Riley's quotations are apt; many a 
quavering old voice will sing again, as reminded of them 
here, ‘‘ Wild roved an Indian girl,’’ or the ‘‘ Mountain 

P Maid's Invitation,’'—which last is cleverly reproduced 

Mr. Moody’s Call to Action in facsimile of the old sheet music. Loo 
BP VANGELISTIC services promising and accomplish- An excellent idea, well carried out, is that of 7%e 
ing large results have just been carried on in New Cevtury Book of Famous Americans (New York ; The 
York City under the leadership of Mr. Moody. Likewise Century Co. $1.50), by Zibridge S. Brooks, whose 
the special evangelistic services which began in Phila- Century Book for Young Americans, coming from the 
delphia in November have resulted not only in large Same publishing house, was deservedly successful. 
ingatherings for the churches, but, what is equally as Here, in story-pilgrimage form, are intelligent and in- 
important, they have quickened and revitalized the teresting accounts of Samuel, John, and John Quincy 
Christians themselves in greater or less degree, the city Adams, Webster, Hamilton, Henry, Jefferson, Clay, 
being districted and an organized house-to-house visita- Jackson, Grant, Lincoln, and Washington, in that order, 
tion accomplished. with adequate descriptions of the places most closely 

Mr. Moody is in receipt of many letters asking for the SS0ciated with their life-work, The accompanying pic- 
full text of the call to special evangelistic effort read in ‘yres are both portraits and places, selected with a view 
Cooper Union early in December. The call is for *® helpful historical accuracy. One must object, how- 
action, —concerted, immediate, and national,—and reads ¢Ve™ to the snub-nosed Webster on the cover as not 
as follows : strictly demonstrable. 

Never during the past century has the Church of Christ had _ Spools? pineal ech mele ons Homie d 
such an opportunity for the spread of the gospel as now presents of mons Native Land (Boston : D. Lothrop Co. $1. 5°), 
itself. Never has the world manifested a greater interest in re- iS a collection of stories based on historical subjects, 
ligious teaching. All substitutes for Christianity have proved a written in a popular style, and including several poems. 


failure, and the nation is seeking once more for the old paths, the Chronologically, the tales range from Columbus to the 
good old way. Let the church arise and make ready for the work. War of 1861 


First, let us have a revival of righteousness among ourselves, pt J Hee 
and then open wide our churches to those whom we have so long Garrett Newkirk’ s Rhymes of the States (New York : 
neglected. There were three thousand churches in two denomina- The Century Co. $1), reprinted from St. Nicholas, com- 
tions alone last year that reported no accessions on profession of bines jocosity with accurate instruction, avoiding the 
faith. Is it the will of God that millions upon millions of dollars misleading statements sometimes found in metrical his- 
are expended upon these places of worship, to be used but once : " . 
or twice a week, while our neighbors are needing his message ? farses or geographies. The pocteres was good and new, 

Is it not time that the church should arise? If we refuse to S!VINg the products or historical characteristics of the 
work in his service, be assured he will turn from the regular chan- several states, and illustrating their contour by neat 

_ nels, and find servants who will do his bidding in spreading the devices of the Italian-boot order. For instance, Dela- 
pee to every living soul. ’ ware is a foot wearing a skate curled up at the toe. The 

During the remaining days of this year lét us all wait upon our : : 

Master for a special preparation for the coming winter, and when mixed-up silhouettes of the states on the same scale 
the New Year opens why should not every Christian church in and the same page will instruct some older eyes. 





The Sunday School Times stands ready to supply its 
readers with any bocks that they may desire to purchase, 
—religious or secular, old or new, and by whomsoever 

blished. An order for a book should be addressed to 

k Department of The Sunday School Times, 1031 
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A useful addition to a series of one-volume histories, 
which has been found immediately serviceable and evi- 
dently trustworthy, is A Short History of Italy (Chicago : 
A. C. McClurg & Co, $1.25), by Elizabeth S. Kirklahd, 
who has already made similar manuals of English and 
French histéry. One merit of the book is that‘it is not 
‘‘written down’ to any supposed level of mediocre 
intelligence. 

An instructive book for the boys’ book-shelf is 7he 
Romance of Commerce (New York : Thomas Y. Crowell 
& Co. $1.25), by 7 Macdonald Oxley: accounts .of 
the Mississippi Bubble, the South-Sea Bubble, the tulip 
mania, the search for a northwest passage, the work of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, etc., down to the building 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Of and for the Domin- 
ion, too, in Mr. Oxley’s text and Mr. Sandham’s pic- 
tures, but more carelessly written, is Zhe Boy Tramps ; 
Or, Across Canada (New York : Thomas Y. Crowell & 
Co. $F. 50). 

Modestly written, showing evident signs of the range 
and thoroughness of the author's first-hand information, 
and combining instruction with a story of sufficient in- 
terest to attract boy and girl readers, is The Young Man- 
darin: A Story of Chinese Life (Boston: Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school and Publishing Society. $1.50), by 
the Rev. J. A. Davis. Many larger and more ambi- 
tious books are no more helpful in giving an account of 
life, and possible Christianization, in China. Among the 
more vivid chapters are those entitled ‘‘ A Crucifixion,” 
and ‘‘ Dogs."* 

A good book for a holiday present to an intelligent 
boy or girl of grammar-school or high-school age, who is 
interested in natural history, is Burroughs s A Year in the 
Fields, (New York : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $1.50), 
eight chapters of well-chosen selections from the writings 
of our foremost living popular essayist 6n natural history, 
the keenness of whose insight and the charm of whose 
style are hardly equalled in the books of Frank Bolles, 
Bradford Torrey, or Charles C. Abbott, and certainly 
not in those of the equally intelligent but more careless 
(in the rhetorical sense) Olive Thorne Miller. The vol- 
ume is illustrated by. more than a dozen pictures of Mr. 
Burroughs in various acts and attitudes in woodland or 
field, from photographs by Clifton Johiison, perhaps the 


most expert of our photographers in catching, with his . 


camera, absolutely realistic and unartificial-rural scenes, 

Friendly Letters to Girl Friends (Boston : Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. $1.25), is by Mrs. A. D. T: Whitney, who 
certainly knows girls, and how to describe them. Here 


she writes to them in a kindly, suggestive, and practical 


way, without too much didacticism, but with an earnest 
moral sense, on such topics as dress, going into society, 
reading, working, marriage, and daily religion. Becom- 
ing through doing,—this phrase forms the summary of 
much of the wholesome advice here given. 

Unquestionably the best black-and-white pictures 
printed in any of the holiday books here reviewed are 
those accompanying Edith Robinson's A Loyal Little 
Maid (Boston : Joseph Knight Co. 50 cents). They 
are drawn by Amy M. Sacker,—a new name,—who sur- 
passes three-fourths of the poster-designers of the hour 
in her firm use of line, her balancing of simple effects, 
and her sense of beauty, The little love-story (of Alex- 
ander Hamilton and Betsey Schuyler, with George Wash- 
ington and Mary Philipse in the environment) is hardly 
as good as the illustrations, which, though not primarily 
addressed to children, may well be used as models for 
young designers. 

The indefatigable A/r. Lang—poet, translator, folk- 
lorist, magazinist, critic, biographer, and what not—is 
also a hearty and successful collector or reteller of 
stories for children, as his long.series of rainbow-hued 
Blue Fairy Books, Green Fairy Books, etc., attest. His 
volume for this year is blue in color, and bears the title 
of The Animal Story Book (New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. $2). Many of the stories are true, while 
some are based on fairy-tales or fables, and they range 
in source from Pliny to Dumas. Most of them are fre- 
told by Mrs. Lang. Adventure, fancy, and humble 
fidelity, are all represented. The pictures are interest- 


ing, but marred by some scenes too cruel to be com- 


mended to the eyes of children. The general tone of 
the book, however, is very kindly, and it is pleasant to 
read here a retelling of the old Fido story in which, 
instead of the ending which has cost child readers so 


many tears, the dog’is allowed to live in honored peace~ 


to a good old age. 
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joel Chandler Harriss children's book for the year is 
The Story of Aaron (Boston : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 
$2),—a sequel to Mr. Rabbit at Home and Little Mr. 
Thimblefinger and his Queer Country (same publishers). 
Sweetest Susan, Buster John, and Drusilla, having 
learned from Mr. Thimblefinger the “sign,’’ can under- 
stand the talk of animals ; and thereby, on their planta- 
tion, they hear the story of Aaron, and ‘much more 
concerning slave life and the coming of freedom. 

Tommy Anne and the Three Hearts (New York : Mac- 
millan & Co. $1.50) is by Mrs. Mabel Osgood Wright, 
whose pleasant and useful ornithological handbook en- 
titled Birdcraft (same publishers) appeared last year. It 
is well written, and narrates the experiences of Tommy 
Anne and her dog Waddles as they listen to the grass 
growing, talk with trees, hear the ferns and the mosses 
converse together, etc. These stories, like Mr. Harris's 
volume just named, the Jungle Books (New York : The 
Century Co.) of Kipling, and some other recent works, 
indicate a growing fondness for returning to the old, old 
idea of personifying the forces or living objects of the 
natural world. 

Retellings, in reverent fiction, of the Bible story, are 
multiplying nowadays. Reissues of Ingraham'’s once 
popular Pillar of Fire, Prince of the House of David; 
and Throne of David (all of Roberts Brothers, Boston), 
‘were lately mentioned here. John: A Tale of King 
Messiah, (New York : Dodd, Mead, & Co. $1.25), by 
Katharine Pearson Woods, is \argely a paraphrase of the 
New Testament narrative, written smoothly and undis- 
turbingly, as regards the devout mind of the reader, 
though not showing any force as a religio-historical novel. 
The undertone is 

‘* Not he that repeateth the name, 
; But he that doeth the will.”’ 
The author's theory of the inner purpose of Judas varies 
from that usually held, without being as revolutionary as 
that advanced in W. W. Story’s A Roman Lawyer in 
Jerusalem. The Quiet King: A Story of Christ (Phila- 
delphia : American Baptist Publication Society. $1.50), 
by,,.Caroline Atwater Mason, is a more scholarly 
piece of work, but the author's wide range of reading 
and evident desire to be both accurate and revcrential 
have slackened the motion of her story, which moves 
somewhat heavily. The quotations at the beginnings 
of chapters attest both her knowledge of good poctry 
and her sympathetic insight. * The typography is good, 
and the illustrations are reproductions of recent religious 
paintings. The two books just named are not primarily 
designed for children, but may profitably be read by 
older boys and girls. The faults of over-familiarity and 
flippancy of treatment, sometimes found in this sort of 
work, are avoided in Gentle Jesus: A Life of Christ for 
_tittle Folks (New York: Thomas Whittaker. $1.25), 
by Helen E. Jackson, \argely because the writer uses 
the narrative form instead of the dramatic. - Zhe 
Swordmakers Son (New York: The Century Co. 
$1.50), by William O. Stoddard, a practiced maker 
of juvenile books who seldom falls below a credit- 
able level of excellence, is devout in spirit and com- 
mendable in execution. It adopts the wise device of 
Mealing with imaginary spectators or associates of the 
characters of the sacred story. The unimportance of 
the «divine tragedy,'’ as viewed by many contemporary 
Jews and Romans, is clearly brought out. 

Very unlike in style, but one in their lesson that folly 
may be repented of and brought to better things, are 
._ Pierrette (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. $1.25), by 
, Marguerite Bouvet, and The Scrape that Jack Built 
, {Chicago : A. C. McClurg & Co. $1.25), by Oétilie A. 
Liljencrantz. The first is a story of Parisian poverty, strug- 
gle, and triumph, with a gentle little girl as the central 
figure, and a bit of love-tale thrown in at the end ; the 

" other is told in a tone of shrill gayety that is too much 
like the strident and slangy talk of not a few boys and 
girls in the real life of these closing years of the century. 

Mrs. Alicia Aspinwall s Short Stories for Short. Peo- 

_ fle (New York : E. P. Dutton & Co. $1.50), with illus- 
_ trations by Marie L. Danforth, is a collection of unam- 
Ditious, pleasantly written, and cleverly fitled stories, 
turning for the most part upon grotesque inversions of 
common ideas or experiences. To Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, who writes a glowing introduction to the 
book, they seem the best successors of Grimm's and 

Andersen's tales that have ever appeared. 

Easily written, rapidiy running, and ‘<taking"’ 

_ about elves constitute the briskly illustrated and green- 
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bound book called The Wonderful Fairies of the Sun, 
(Boston : Roberts Brothers. $1.25), by Ernest Vincent 
Wright. Such aword as ‘‘holler’’ is now and then 
introduced, but one must not be too severe in breaking 
a butterfly on a critical wheel. 

The funniest colored picture-book for children issued 
last year was The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls and 
a Golliwogg (New York: Longmans, Green, & Co. 
$2), by Florence K. Upton,—a Clever idea well carried 
out, Miss Upland having so rare a knack in giving 
multiform expressions to jointed wooden images that 
some of her pictures were Sfterwards admitted into the 
exclusive pages of Punch. Equally good is 7he Golli- 
wogg’s Bicycle Club (New York : Longmans, Green, & 
Co, $2), just brought out by the same designer, with 
rhymes, as before, by Bertha Upton. Not all the stories 
have been told, nor all the pictures drawn, after all, as 
is proved by the ingenuity of these amusing books. 

Another clever book is Godolinks; Or, Shadow Pic- 
tures for Young and Old (New York : The Century Co. 
$1), by Ruth McEnery Stuart and Albert Bigelow Paine, 
—pictures of all sorts made by dropping a little ink 
white paper, folding the sheet, and pressing the ink- 
spots together. The variety and amusingness of the 
pictures are surprising, and they will carry imitative fun 
and inky fingers wherever they go, as the book contains 
not only accompanying rhymes, but directions for the 
sport A Shadow Show (New York : The Century Co. 
$1), by 2 S. Newell, is likewise amusing ; one looks 
through the colored pictures from-the back, when held 
to the light, and finds them transmogrified into all sorts 
of queer animal shadow-figures ; thus ‘‘Chauncey and 
the Brownie’’ becomes ‘‘A Frightened Antelope.’’ 
From the same publishers come Paper Doll Poems (75 
cents), by Pauline King : fairly good pictures of cut-out 
dolls and animals, with doggerel verses to match, the 
whole being aptly described by the publishers as “a 
nonsense book written by a big child for little ones.’ 

Pretty books for younger eyes—books which, in the 
hackneyed phrase, must ‘‘ be seen to be appreciated,’’ 
and therefore may be asked for at the bookstores—are 
Sweets from Fairy Land (New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co. $2), in which, by pulling the piece pf cardboard at 
the bottom of the page, an entirely different picture ap- 
pears in place of the first one seen; and Peeps into 
Fairyland (Same publishers. $2.50), retellings of fairy 
tales, accompanied by bright colored pictures in layers, 
which can be raised into perspective,—a method long 
familiar in valentines. Another book ‘‘ printed in Ba- 
varia,’’ and coming from the same American publishers, 
is the Mother Goose’ s Nursery Rhymes ($2. 50) of this sea- 
son,—a larger collection than usual, with a swarm of pic- 
tures, colored and plain, and a pretty cover representing a 
child on gooseback. The jingles in this year's issues 
seem better than usual, as, for instance, ‘« The Journey,"’ 
in another lithographic picture-book, Dutlon's Holiday 
Annual for 1897 ($1.25), which tells of the way three 
tiny people went ‘‘ to there and back again.’’ 

Santa Claus Home, with Other Stories and Rhymes 
for Mamma to Read Aloud (Boston : Arena Publishing 
Co. 50 cents), by Helen M. Cleveland and Margaret Gay 
is a red-and-white pamphlet filled with simple poems 
and stories within the capacity of youngest listeners. Its 
contents are varied in an agreeable way. 

From E. and J. B. Young & Co., the New York repre- 
sentatives of various English religious publishing houses, 
come several juvenile books of transatlantic authorship 
and manufacture. In Nursery Rhymes and Fables 
(75 cents) are reproduced many of the old favorites of the 
‘*hey diddle diddle’’ order, cleverly illustrated by Wal- 
ter J. Morgan. Friendly Jocy, and Other Stories ($1) 
is made up of rather slight tales, with not unpleasing 
pictures. Sunday Reading for the Young ($1.25) is the 
annual volume of the religious juvenile magazine entitled 
Sunday, and, as usual, presents a varied store of moral, 
but not goody-goody, matter in prose and verse, as well 
as pictures to copy and picture-puzzles for Sunday hours. 
The colored frontispiece shows us, once more, the famil- 
iar old graybeard veteran soldier who has heretofore 
adorned the collected volumes. Zhe Romance of the 
Sea: Its Fictions, Facts, and Folklore ($2), is a useful 
book, the nature of which is described by its sub-title. 
Its pages are pleasantly written, and bring together a 
good deal of interesting matter. 

Happy Children (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & 


verses Co. $1.50), a big book of stories by Mrs. Ella Farman 


Pratt, editor of Babyland, and better known as the for- 
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mer editor of the defunct Wide Awake, is illustrated by 
bright lithographs and pen-and-ink sketches in the text, 
of somewhat better quality than the average of such 
work. The stories are not written in any very finished 
rhetorical style, but they will please readers between five 
and ten. One of the best of them will tend to make 


boys Tess inclined to torment animals in ways stopping 


short of downright cruelty. 

To very little folk may be read Rhymes and Songs 
Sor my Little Ones (Boston: D. Lothrop Co. $1.50), 
by Adolphine Charlotte Hingst and Esther J. Ruskay; 
jingles about animals and children, plentifully illustrated 
by the object pictures which tell a story to youngest eyes, 
Better illustrations, however, are the ones contained in 
Through the Farmyard Gate: Rhymes and Stories for 
Little Children at Home and in Kindergarten (Boston : 
D. Lothrop Co. $1.25), by Emilie Poulsson., The verse 
rattles pleasantly along, and the prose is commendably 
simple, —original and translated matter being combined 
in the text. The pictures are of all kinds of animals, 
and the book teaches little children to care for their dumb 
fellow-creatures. 

Clearly deserving rank among the better of the new 
books for little children is Santa Claus’ New Castle (Colum- 
bus, Ohio: Nitschke Brothers. $1), by Maude Florence 
Bellar, with pictures by Dixie Selden. The old legendary 
figure is here given a novel setting, and the ancient tale 
is prettily retold for end-of-the-century children ; the 
whole ending with an application—all the more effective 
because so naturally made—of the new-old truth that it 
is-better to give than to receive. 

Attention will be drawn to the colloquially named 
book called Phil May's GutterSnipes (New York: 
Macmillan & Co. $1.50), because of the widely current 
but apparently incorrect statement that Mr. May is to 
succeed the late Mr. Du Maurier as the chief social car- 
toonist of Punch. That reticent journal has so far shown 
no sign of such a promotion of the clever limner of 
gamins and the loud youths and damsels called ‘«’ Arry”’ 
and ‘‘’ Arriet’’ in jocose English phraseology. But Mr. 
May’s hurriedly drawn sketches, here and elsewhere, are 
vigorous and true, and in them the necessary coarseness 
of the theme does not often degenerate into vulgarity of 
treatment. On the whole he is at his best, like Mr 
M. Woolf-in this country, as a portrayer of the children 
of the poor. 

New editions of juvenile classics that call for no men- 
tion save that they are neatly printed, brightly bound, 
and of convenient size, and that their cheapness is made 
possible by the fact that the copyright of the first has 
expired, and the second appeared before the inter- 
natjonal copyright law, are Hawthorne's Wonder Book 
and Grimms Household Stories,—the latter with re- 
ptoductions of Walter Crane’s pictures (New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co, 75 cents each). 

. Two books which may be singled from the others here 
named, and given to children by parents desirous of 
inculcating a love of the artistic in illustrative design, 
are a pretty new edition of Zales from Hans Andersen 
(New York : Macmillan & Co. $1), with numerous illus- 
trations by Helen Stratton; and Zhe Book of Woa- 
der Voyages (New York : Macmillan & Co, $1.50), retel-_ 
lings of classic stories, edited by Joseph Jacobs, and illus- 
trated by John D. Batten. Both are issued at a cheap 
price, but with no cheapening of mechanical make-up. 

The Rev. C. H. Tyndall, of the Broome Street Taber- 
nacle in New York, author of a book entitled Object 
Sermons in Outline (New York : Fleming H. Revell Co.), 
which has been received with favor, presents a similar 
volume of Object-Lessons for Children; Or, Hooks and 
Eyes, Truth Linked to Sight (Same publisher. $1.25). 
It is a sort of modern successor, of that old-time source 
of stories and illustrations, Arvine’ s Cyclopedia of Moral 
and Religious Anecdotes; and, like that book, will do 
better service when its tales, applications, and black+ 
board devices are used as hints than when they are pre- 
sented, without modification, to hearers or beholders. 
The author's literary style is far from being a model. 


oS 


eG Tyndale and the Translation of the English Bible. 
G. Barnett Smith. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 160. Chicago 
pig New York : Fleming H. Revell Co. 75 cents.) 


Our English Bible is due, first, to the faithful labors 
of William Tyndale, who suffered martyrdom in 1536. 
The standard biography of this reformer is that by 
W. Demans (London: Religious Tract Society), published _ 
in 1871. From the facts there gathered, Mr, ro 
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hearses the story briefly and in animated 
style. The book is well illustrated, and 
has two facsimiles,—a Latin letter, and a 
printed page of Tyndale's Pentateuch. 


CD 
Literary Notes and News 


Probably no magazine 
excels the Cosmopoli- 
tan, taking it the year through, in the 
abundance and quality of its photographic 
reproductive illustrations. Thg articles 
themselves are usually in a lighter vein 
than the best that our standard montlilies 
furnish. The December number makes 
no notewortliy Christmas display, but with 
accounts of the now quite famous pre- 
arranged railroad collision, of the ancient 
silver mines of Zacatecas, of the gold-fields 
of South Africa, and of a ten years’ cap- 
’ tivity of Slatin Pasha, the number is quite 
up to its own standard. Other articles, 
instructive and entertaining, complete the 
list, and make one wonder anew at what 
can be purchased at this day for ten cents. 


The Cosmopolitan 


—.. 


As a venture in color 
printing, both without 
and within, Scribner's 
Magazine for December is a noteworthy 
number. The leadiny article is an abun- 
dantly illustrated sketch of Sir John Mil- 
lais, well known as one of the original 
brotherhood of the so-called Pre-Raphael- 
ite movement in art, and, according to the 
author of this article, the greatest painter 
of ‘his day. The magazine is further 
graced with the names of Richard Hard- 
ing Davis, Martha Gilbert Dickinson, 
H. C, Bunner, and other. popular writers 
in fiction, poetry, and description. A 
poem by Julia C. R. Dorr is decoratively 
illustrated by Will H. Low. In an article 
on ‘‘ Little Pharisees in Fiction,’’ Agnes 
Repplier writes a trenchant essay which is 
better than its title, and well weighted with 
suggestive truth for those to whom the duty 
falls of providing reading-matter for chil- 
dren. 


Scribner's for 
Decamber 
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++++-CHRISTMAS FOR TEACHER OR PASTOR.. 


THE LITERARY STUDY OF THE BIBLE 


mted in the sacred writings 


education. It deals with the Bib 


For sale by all booksellers, or sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


D. C. HEATH & CO., Publishers, Boston, New York, Chicago 


By Ricnarp G. Mourton, 
cage. This book assumes that the English Bible i a supreme classic, the study of 
ble as literature, without reference to theo- 





Sunday-school without a_ teachers’- meeting. 
shows why this is true, but he tells, with practical illustra- 
tions, how such meetings may be conducted successfully even 
under difficulties which are commonly supposed to be prohibi- 
tive of this essential exercise. 
in earnest about the perfecting of the work of his school 
ought to know this book through and through. 


From The Congregationalist. 


methods as Dr. Trumbull pronounces on ’. Meetings : Their i 
Teachers'- Meetings : Their Necessity and and Methods, Dr. H. Clay Trumbull con-_ 
Methods, a goodly portion of the wotidwants denses the result of long e¢ ce and 
to hear what he has to say. . . 
the more valuabile part of this little book is not t*Factive 
that which enforces the necessity for this sort 


of .meeting, but that which explains methods Simply and and wraphically methods of Set 
for conducting one. . 





Teachers’-Meetings 


Their Necessity and Methods 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


Dr. Trumbull believes that a Sunday-school is not a 
He not only 


Every superintendent who) is 


From The Independent. 


No other method counts so much toward The American Sunday-school owes as much 


the unity of teaching and purpose of the for its best features and efficiency to 
schools as this, and we are glad to have its “he author of this let 


case so strongly put. 
From The Christian Advocate (N. Y.). 


as to any one we 
can mame. The service contributed to its 
further development by this manual is not the 
least in the long series. 


When such a master in Sunday-school From The Evangelist. 


. In our opinion Gongs Tamas 20 Ceaeiy 0 to Se ¢ or un- 
show that teachers’ -me 
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Tomei Shbors 


An English View of It 


[From the [London] Sunday School Chronicle.] 


Bigeoes the leadership of Professo1 * 
Adeney, who has constituted him- 


eclf captain and champion of the move- 


ment of attack, the Congregational Union 
at Leicester has been assailing the Inter- 


national scheme of lessons. It is well 


that the subject should be ventilated and 
discussed. It is certainly most desirable 
that everything should be said and done 
which will promote the thorough efficiency 
of our Sunday-schools. We still lift our 
eyes to ‘‘ the snows so pure, the peaks so 
high,’’ which tower above us. We are 
prepared to admit, for cxample, that those 
who are responsible for the International 
lessons might do something more in the 


_| direction of grading the instruction im- 


parted in the school, Younger pupils 
and older are placed too uniformly on the 
same level; and we imagine that a plan 
might be devised by which the little ones 
could have a course of’ their own, distinct 
from that drawn up for their elders. But, 
whilst we shall welcome and aid all rea- 
sonable efforts for the perfecting of a 
scheme of Bible study which has en- 
deared itself to millions the wide world 
over, we are surprised at some of the 
criticism to which it has been subjected at 
Leicester. : 
There is the old objection of the Ameri- 
can origin of the International lesson. 
We should have thought that, after the 
reception accorded to Mr. Morlais Jones's 
eloquent sentences about the close kinship 
of our own country with the great Repub- 
lic, little would have been heard of this 
time-worn taunt. For our part, we are 
prepared to defend the proposition that 
America has so often shown us the way 
in the things which are true and _ honor- 
able and lovely ; that, because a system is 
‘*transatlantic,’’ we ought, prima facie, 
to welcome it rather than to give it the 
cold shoulder. But the International 
scheme, as its very name proclaims, is 
not by any means an exclusively Ameri- 
can product. If it-is framed on the other 
side of the sea,—framed with care and 
skill by the best representatives of the 
Protestant churches,—it is submitted to 
the approval of British divines and scholars 


before it is finally adopted, and their sug- 


gestions are, in three cases out of four, 
accepted, and carried into effect. The 
lesson is really the outcome of the conse- 
crated intellect of both countries. 

The Congregational Union wants a 
scheme in which more attention shall be 
given to denominational views and prin- 
ciples. We are far from discountenancing 
the education of our boys and girls in the 
distinctive opinions of their own section 
of Christ's Church ; it is right and proper 
that they should know why they bear the 
name and wear the unifarm of one regi- 
ment in the Master's army rather than 
another. But we fail to see why instruc- 
tion of this sort may not be conjoined 
with adhesion to the general study of the 
International lesson. And we suspect 
that that church will best commend its 
truth and creed to the young which sets 
itself most intelligently to educate them in 
the many-colored wisdom ef God disclosed 
in his Word, and which has least difficulty ” 
in illustrating its own beliefs from this 
storehouse of things new and oid. We 
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ing come up incidentally in connection 
with the ordinary Bible reading than be 
«cribbed, cabined, and confined’’ to a 
separate and occasional lesson. It is our 
impression that in this way it will carry 
more real weight and bring forth more 
abiding fruit. 

But does the International lesson _fur- 
nish an adequate account of that many- 
colored wisdom of which we have spoken? 
Professor Adeney answers the question 
with an emphatic negative. ‘It totally 
disregards the best method of study.” 
«It igndres, and in some measure denies, 
the progress of revelation.’’ ‘It misses 
the aid of an historical. setting.’’ ‘In 
my opinion, it is wholly unscientific and 
unpractical.’’ These are exceedingly 
strong assértions, and it is with a very 
elear conscience that we pronounce them 
unfair and unjustified by the facts. The 
International scheme is a brave and con- 
scientious endeavor to overtake, in six or 
Seven years’ time, the exposition of the 
’ contents of the Bible. It seeks to omit 

nothing that young minds can grasp and 
_ that they ought to know. It does not 
jump, in a fitful and spasmodic fashion, 
from subject to subject, as some of the 
Speakers in the Congregational Union, 





with a zeal outrunning their knowledge, | 
This year it devoted six | — 


maintained. 
months to the study of our Lord’s life, and 
other six to the consideration of the reigns 
ef David and Solomon. Next year the 
-entire twelve months will be given to the 
Apostolic Age. With all our admiration 
for Professor Adeney’s abilities, we doubt 
whether, in that rival scheme which he 
has undertaken to edit, he will manage to 
“do much better. 

We had hoped to call attention to some 
‘of the amazing remarks made at Leicester 
in disparagement of Sunday-school lessons 
from the Old Testament. “They were 
curiously ill-advised and inconclusive. In 
our time the Old Testament bulks larger 
than ever in the thought andinvestigation 
‘of all earnest Bible students, and our 
young people ought assuredly to become 
conversant with its histories and problems. 
And as for the contention that the earlier 
covenant was far removed from Christ and 
his gospel, dark and unprofitable, we 
marvel that Christian men and Christian 
ministers should talk so unworthily. Gro- 
tius, it used to be said, found the Saviour 
‘nowhere in the Old Testament, and Coc- 
ceius found him everywhere. The latter 
erred probably by excess, as the former 
unquestionably did by defect; but we 
trust that, in this matter, the Congrega- 
tional Union will sympathize with Cocceius 
rather than with Grotius. 

‘The International lessons are, we firmly 
believe, immeasurably too good to be 
thrown cavalierly aside. They unite the 
teachers and children of many lands, Sun- 
day after Sunday, in the common study of 
one part of the Holy Book, and that of it- 
self is a priceless achievement. It is well, 
“aswe have admitted, to be denominational ; 
bat do not let us forget that the Church of 
‘Jesus Christ is catholic and universal, and 
let us cling to that which reminds us of 
the glorious truth. 
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with the bearing of such discovery on the Bible. 


In this book those who have 
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18 New Copyright Editions, aoe 
GENUINE ‘**OXFORD”’ 
TEACHERS’ BIBLE 


All Bible students and teachers should ig 
examine the new editi of the fa 
Oxford” Teachers’ Bible. 































































No other Bible 
contains these 


New Helps and 
Illustrations 
Ask for the 


New Helps 
MAPS 


and 


124 Full Bs 
Page Plates te 


GENUINE OXFORD 


and take 
no other 





lf you want a handy, large-type Teachers’ Bible, 
readable print, ask your bookseller to 


**OXFORD”’ EDITIONS 


Don’t allow inferior Bibles, or reprints of old editions, * 
to be palmed off on you by the statement: ‘‘ They are 
as good as the Oxford.” 


At prices from 


$1.50 to $20 Send for catalog, 


oD 
_— 


Oxford University Press 
American Branch 
Henry Frowps, ot and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Young - People’se 
ees Weekly ae 


FRESE: 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 























HE publishers of YouNG PEOPLES 

WEEKLY hereby offer to mail a copy of 
the paper free for three months to any 
Sunday-school Superintendent who will send 
us his address. 

Send us your name at once on a postal ecard, 
mentioning the Sunday-school that you are 
superintendent of, and the paper will be sent 
without charge, and discontinued at the end 
of three months, unless otherwise requested. 

Youne Pror.ie’s WEEKLY is the model 
religious paper for the Sunday-echool and the 
home. Every live Superintendent ought to 
be acquainted with it. Address: 


Davi C. Cook PUBLISHING Co., 
86 Washington St., CHICAGO. 


Wilde’s 
Holiday 
~~Books 


are conceded to be superior 


For the Home 
For Sunday-schools 
Send for illustrated catalog, 


W.A.Wilde & Co., Boston, Mass. 
“A VERY AMUSING BOOK” 
A companion volume to “ Nonsense ” 


Some More Nonsense 


For the sanfé © odies as before. 
Written ond illustrated by 


A Nobody , a 
Illustrations in color, text in monotint, lithographed ; 
on a@ quarto page, bound in illuminated paper boards, $r. 


| The publishers go on with the “‘ Nonsense”’ they y 
And hope the Second Part wiil be liked as was Part 


E. & J. ‘B. YOUNG & CoO., New York 
Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Publishers and Importers 
Teachers’ Bibles, Text Bibles, 
Testaments, etc. 
Send for descriptive list to 
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Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, December r9, 1896. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.” 
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Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
These rates include postage : . 


a $ 
One Gar hve qlabe, full payment in advance . 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 
be supplied with as many copies as may be desired, at 
following yearly club rates: 
‘or any number of copies (more than one) mailed to 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each. 
‘or five or more copies tn a package to one address, 
cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to one 
son only, and no names can be written or printed on 
fe rs. 
he papers for a club may be ordered sent partly to 
ual addresses, at $1.00 each, and partly in oe 
address, at fifty cents each, when so desired. 





to one 

papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 

al gb in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 

iy their mail matter from one post-office, and 

rs in the same school get theirs from another, the 

will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 

at fifty cents per copy, to the extent that large 

pa may be divided into smaller packages of five 
or copies each, if desired. 

. One free co y, additional, will be 

for every ten copies for in a club of either 

ter. The free copies for packa clubs cannot 

sent separately, but will be included in the pack- 


‘dditions may be made at any time to a club—such 
ional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 

club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club pore. E or 
Schools thatare open during only a portion of the 
x ribe me club rates for ouch a length of 


pepers may be toque. 
ge Address. Subscribers to whom the 
is mailed, rately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
a , can have the ress changed at any time with- 
ha ny add hanged i ith 
= al Members of package clubs donot have 


v but can have a copy transferred from a 


kage to a separate address at the rate of one cent 
angen aM her the unexpired time of the subscription, 
When it has but 





it over six months to run. 
ax months or less to run, t st to change is twenty- 
cents to eud of the su cription, If a package 
club subscriber intends to change his or her address for 
a er weeks only, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 
desired, at the rate of three cents per week. 


bscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 

should be careful to name, not only the post- 

ice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
chit has been sent. All addresses should include 


; county and state. 

If a‘club subscription is renewed by some other per 

son than the one who Sent the previous subscription, 

oe agin will oblige the publishers by stating that the 
b he apesceines for takes the place of the one formed 

year 


he poles will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The papers 
for a club will invariably be discontinued at the expira- 
tion of the subscription. 
made early. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the pa 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, wi 
upon application. ‘ 


Renewals should therefore be 


r to enable 
be sent free, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rates, which include postage : 

ne copy, one r, 8 shillin: 
Two oo knee ocghen one year, 6 shillings each 
© ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either sing! to the individual addresses, oF im a 
. to one address. ever ma e 
9 subscribers ‘ ie. 4 


‘or Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
ig Eeyracenr Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
= tiny subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 


of the 


mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
to3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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Ironing is hard enough. 
Save your strength for that. 
of the washing easy With Pearline. 
Soak; boil; rinse—that is all there is 
to it. The clothes are cleaner and 
whiter than in the old way; colored 
goods are brighter ; flannels are softer 
and won’t shrink. 


Use you 


directed on every package, and 
you'll get the best results. _Don't 
S use more—that only wastes it; 
don’t use less—that only increases your work. Use it alone; 


no soap with it; nothing but Pearline. 


aD, 


Make-the rest 


r Pearline just as 


“777 








Pocket Edition 


POPOL LD LOL LD AD ele, 
. 


sions, the golden texts, and 
twenty cents each. 


or more copies, forty cents each. 








of the 


International Lessons 


At odd moments, when the Bible or lesson paper is not within reach, it is worth 
something to a busy teacher to have the next Sunday’s lesson right at hand. 

Twenty-five cents buys a beautiful little book, bound in fine cloth, containing 
all the lessons of the International series for 1897 in both Common and Revised Ver- 
fifty-two blank pages for notes. 


Fifty cents buys the same book bound in fine morocco with gold edges. 


The book is just right for the vest-pocket (42% inches), printed on thin, tough 
paper, and strongly bound,—in fact, made throughout for every-day use. 


For sale by dealers, or sent direct, postpaid, upon receipt of price, by the publishers. 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Five or more copies, 


Five 
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BUFFALO LITHIAWATER 


ANTI-DYSPEPTIC AND TABLE WATER. > 
C., ex-President of the Medical Society. of North Carolina : 
Bop county sod ) ? 
Dn Ty nti-dys 
“} I have any knowledge. 


Proprietor, Buffalo Lithia Springs, Va. 


DR. GEORGE, A. POOTE, Warrington, N. 


fs A thorough’ acquaintance with the mineral waters, ba 
‘! BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 


Sold by druggists. Pamphlet free. 


ot which 


urope, justifies me sa 
Pic and table water, is the 
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Church Furnishings 


Church. and Lodge 
Furniture, 

Opera Chairs, 
Invalid Chairs 


S. C. SMALL & CO., 
90 Canal St., Boston 
Catalogs sent. 
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L.MANASSE 


B&8 MADISON * CHICAGO It 


TAPE STE CEL 


Suitable for all buildings. Numerous designs. 


H. S. NORTHROP Send for catalog. 


% 35 Cherry Street, New York. 


PIPE ORGAN FOR SALE 


Almost new. Two manuals and pedals. Re- 
versed keyboard. 24 stops, handsome oak case, 
decorated pipes. For full particulars address, 


J. W. POWER, 47 E. 129th Street, New York. 


Buckeye Bell Foundry 


Se Church el Chimes 











Bells. dere ot Largest Bell in America 














after using it, 
very fond of it. 


to all other 


only by 


WILBOR’S 


COMPOUND OP PURE 


COD LIVER OIL 





by delicate persons 
and children, who, 


lates with the food, increases 
the flesh and appotite, builds 
up the nervous system, re- 
stores energy to mind and ree 
creates new, rich and pure bi 3 
ons This ps tion is far a 
preparation su 
preparations of Cod 
Liver Oil: it has man 
no equals. The results following its use are its | 
recommendations. Be sure, as you value 
your health. and get the genuine. Manufactured 
A. B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston. 





The Flower 


[By Alfred Lord Tennyson.] 


NCE in a golden hour 
I cast to earth a seed. 


Up there came a flower, _ 
The people said, a weed. 


To and fro they went 
Thro’ my garden-bower, 
And muttering discontent 
Cursed me and my flower. 


Fhen it grew so tall 
It wore a crown of light, 
But thieves from o'er the wall 
Stole the seed by night. 


Sow’ d it far and wide 
By every town and tower, 
Till all the people cried, 
‘Splendid is the flower." 


Read my little fable : 
He that runs may read. 
Most can raise the flowers now, 
For all have got the seed. 


And some are pretty enough, 
And some are poor indeed ; 

And now again the people 
Call it but a weed. 


(a> 


Glimpses into Persian 


Life 
[From a letter dated Salmas, Oct. 10, 1896, by 
Robert E. Speer to the Assembly Herald.] 


HE people of Asia live in villages. I 
have not yet seen in Persia a de- 
tached farmer's house standing in 

the country algne. Such a man would 
live, if he could live at all, in perpetual: 
fear and peril. Even the outlying houses 
of a village are often regarded as so dan- 
gerous as to be undesirable for any but 
the bold and unfearful. All. the people 
live in communities, and their activities 
and enterprises are community enterprises,” 
In the threshing time, accordingly, the 
level space near each village chosen as 
the site of the threshing is a-scene of 
color and life in which most of the village 
takes part. The people adhere with a 
conservatism that is both Islamic and 
Oriental to many of the customs of their 
fathers in the times of the patriarchs. 
The cut grain is laid on the hard, clean 
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earth of the threshing-floor, and cut up bya 
roller set with knives or a broad sledge 
set with scores of flints, drawn by oxen, 
| cows, buffaloes. The cut straw will be 
| trampled by oxen or buffaloes, tied six 
abreast and fastened by a rope to a high 
| pole set in the midst of the floor. The 
inside ox is hobbled so that he can take 
only halting steps and walk only in a 
small circle, and the heads of all are tied 
so close together that all must swing about 
with the ox inside. 


trample out the corn.’’ The grain thor- 
oughly cut and broken is tossed in the air 
and the coarse straw is blown out by the 
wind. What‘is left comes into the hands 
of the man with ‘‘a fan in his hand,”’ 
who thoroughly tries the grain from the 
chaff. The fan is simply a wooden shovel, 
with which the husbandman tosses the 
straw into the air. The wheat is then 
sifted by the women, who take as active 
part in all the threshing as the men, and 
is then carefully measured and heaped 
up, and so marked with indentations as 
to make any alteration or depletion of the 
pile evident. The straw is taken off to 
the village store-houses in great two- 
wheeled carts, with wheels of enormous 
weight, whose hubs are of most cumber- 
some proportions,—two feet wide and a 
foot or more thick. There is no oil for 
the axles of these carts. All the oil the 
people can afford is used for light or food. 
The wheels are greased by the simple 
process of stuffing green weeds into the 
hubs, that their juices may ease the mas- 
todonic wagon. 

The gleaners follow the threshers. The 
earth may seem as clean as a polished 
floor, but the women go over it with 
microscopic care, sweeping the ground 
with their wisp brooms and picking 4 
each stray grain. A Boaz could easily fi 
the veil of a gleaning Ruth who followed 
his young men. As we ride by, some 
child often runs out from the field or the 





The oxen are unmuzzled as ‘they 











































































































































_ sometimes large companies, come out to 


- they were adapted for a race of giants. 


- twelve by eighteen inches in size, are the 
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floor with an offering of the firstfruits, for 
which he expects a coin in return. 
The country is = ee ae 


scriptural phrases. The fan yee 
wheat and the chaff, and as 
man the chaff is blown away. Freed 
no trees save those that grow along the 
watercourses, and they flourish like the 
godly man ‘‘planted by the rivers of 
water.’’ This afternoon, as we rode through 
the village of Haftdewan, where we are 
resting for Sunday on our way from Oroo- 
miah to Tabriz, we passed some shep- 
herds who were separating the sheep from 
the goats in a large flock. The goats 
seemed surprised as each was seized 
and put outside with the other goats, but 
each one seemed at once to recognize 
that he was in his proper place and asso- 
ciation. Could any figure better describe 
than this the great separation of those 
whose tastes eternally conflict, and who 
will recognize in the hour of judgment the 
a iho a and justness of the divine 
ction ? 

In many villages the housetops all con- 
nect, so that one is often unable to tell 
whether he is walking on the ground or on 
the housetop, and is able to tell, if at all, 
only by the holes which look through into 
the inner gloom of the dark home life of 
many of the village people. For these 
people the words of Christ about the sud- 
denness of his coming, ‘‘ Let him that is 
upon the housetop not go down to take 
out the things that are in his house,’’ 
haye a very real meaning. ‘‘ Let him 
that is in the field not return back to take 
his cloak’’ has its meaning also. Wher- 
ever a man is plowing, his cloak will be 
seen lying at the end of the furrow. Two 
women grind at the mill still as they did 
in. Palestine in the time of our Lord. 
Each village has its place where its people 
go out to welcome their coming friends and 
to bid godspeed to those who go. Wher- 
ever we have a congregation, and it is 
known that they are coming, little groups, 


greet the missionaries. ‘‘ Behold the 
bridegroom, come ye forth to meet him,”’ 
sounds a cry which these people know 
well in its. spirit A hundred Bible pas- 
sages have a new meaning, and the 


Saviour’s boyhood life in Nazareth stands: 


out with fresh meaning and distinct- 
mess, .. . 

- Miss Holliday of Tabriz, suggests that 
future archeologists, studying the ruins of 
the homes of the Persians, will conclude 
from the doors that they were built for a 
race of dwarfs, and from the stairs that 


The floors are dirt, covered in the poorer 
liomes with rush mats, and in others with 
carpets and rugs. The newer rugs are of 
poor design and color. The incoming of 
foreign ‘tastes and dyes has unfortunately 
affected the styles of the new rugs. But 
often in a poor home one chances upon a 
beautiful old rug, which cannot be worn 
out, of soft, fine color, and workmanship 
of almost perfect fidelity. There are no 
bedsteads in the villages. The people 
sleep on the floors, and during the day 
the blankets and rugs, which constitute 
the beds, are rolled back against the wall. 
During the summer the people sleep upon 
‘the housetops or in the vineyards. - Each 
vineyard and melon-patch and threshing- 
floor has its booth, or raised sleeping- 
floor, ~where the people sleep to keep 
guard over their crops. There are no 
chairs in the village houses. The floor is 
the seat of all as well as the bed. 

' At meals all sit about, Persian fashion, 
on their knees, the leg, from the knee 
down, bent directly back, and constituting 
thie only Persian chair. At the meal there 
may be large wooden spoons, but there 
are no forks and knives, save pocket- 
knives. Rice and mesta, a sort of thick 
“soured milk, and pative bread made out 
of the whole wheat, in thin pieces about 


Staple articles of food. The pieces can- 
“mot be called loaves. They look rather 
like gigantic pan cakes, though they are, 
of course, baked hard. The bread for 
many weeks will be baked at one baking, 
and softened with water when desired for 
use. The chief Persian fuel is a mixture 
of cow-dung,; straw, and dirt The wo- 
ag alge saneteprs are 











into flat cakes, which are heaped up in 
conical piles, often decorated at the top 
with a weed or bunch of fiowers. The 
stoves:are underground holes, and there 
are no chimneys. The children are clad 
in one or two garments, and often, in these 
cold autumn mornings, run about the 
housetops naked. They sit down with 
the family to the simple meals, and all 
partake together, dipping into a common 
dish. If there is meat, it is broken apart 
with the fingers, never bitten. It is re- 
garded as impolite to bite meat or bread 
when they can be torn or broken. The 
bread is dipped into the different dishes, 
its flexibility rendering it possible to use 
it instead of spoons, and the sop is often 
dipped and given to an honored guest, as 
it was given to Judas in evidence of our 
Lord's understanding of his purpose. At 
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of camels bearing the raisins or going to- 


this season of the year fruit constitutes a 
large proportion of the food of the people. 
The grapes are large, delicious, and abun- 
dant. Millions of pounds are yielded by 
the vineyards ; most of these are, made 
into raisins, and sent to Russia.” Yester- 
day and to-day we have passed thousands 


ward Oroomiah for them. There have 
been unusual rains the past week, and as 
the people, with customary Persian torpid- 
ity, have nothing with which to cover the 
raisins exposed to the sun for drying, the 
rain has caused hundreds of thousands of 
tomans damage. .A toman-is of the same 
value as a dollar. The people are very 
hospitable. There is always a welcome 
for the visitor, and a place for him about 
the meal... 

Into this simple life the missionaries 
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brought, two generations ago, the message 
of the pure gospel, and hundreds of these 
homes have received it, and been trans- 
formed by it The native Christians are 
accustomed to speak of ‘‘dark’’ and 
‘light villages,’? meaning to draw the 
distinction between those that have re- 
ceived the pure gospel, and those that are 
without it. The chance traveler can al- 
most invariably tell the difference, and 
even the Moslem masters recognize it, 
It is the rule of the masters to have their 
own servants supervise the measurement 
of the wheat and mark it, but in some of 
the Christian villages the masters refer the 
whole matter to the villagers, saying that 
they can trust the Christians; and, im 
general, a Moslem distrusts a Moslem’s 
word, while he acknowledges the truthful- 
ness and reliability of their Christian sub- 
jects, whom a consistent Islamism cannot 
regard as other than infidel dogs. Very 
hard, however, even at the best, is the lot 
of Christian subjects of a Muhammadan 
government. We must bear this in mind 
rightly.to appreciate the significance of 
the work done here by Christian missions, 
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Western Tract Society. Young Churchman Co. Schenectady, N. Y. 
e sessoeenag o. Minneapolis, Mina. Moir, R. T. 
PUrEyes Tes, NO. Bar Donaldson, William, & Co. Springfield, Mass. 
oor Baptist Publication McCarthy, Nathaniel. Rude, H. 
Hale, S. C., & Son. Montgomery, Ala. St. Louis, Mo. 
Thomas & Mattill. White, Woodruff, & Fowler. “Sie. Baptist Publication | 
eaihie ““- aem 0. Montpelier, Vt. Curts & Jennings. 
Trauger, j. L. Wilder, Geo. W. Presbyterian Board of Pica | 


tion. 
St. Louis Christian Advocate Co. 


St. Paul, Minn. 
MO Be oy N. W. Nashville, Tenn. Beekman, W. L. 
Co r il BI tis Barbee & Smith. E. W. Porter Co. 
uncil Biufts, lowa. The Cumberland Presbyterian | St. Paul Book Co. 
Bushnell, D. W. < Publishing House. Govisines: te, ¥ 
Dance Tg bce we New Haven, Conn. Wolcott & West. 
Dayton, 0 Augur’s Art Store. Toledo, 0. 
Cunnin _ & Sullivan. Kingsbury. ~ H pee Sas & Hull 
Shuey, eg e, L. B. 
Detrott, Mich. trae x ee Conn. 1 Kan. 
ton 5 ee Viets, C. < Priddy, J. W. 
ex: Elmira, N. Y. : New York, N. Y. Troy, N. Y. 
—_ an a. American Baptist Publication Young, W. H. 
gE Society. Utica, N. Y. 


Smith, W. T., & Co. 


Washington, D. C. 
Ballantyne, Wm., & Sons. 
Morrison's Son, W. H. 





Hartford ; Pott, James, & Co. Pursell, C. C. 
Chapin, L. A. si Ward & Drummond. se sey ean 
Belknap 3 & Warfield. Norfolk, Va. om, Jota C. 
Hume & Bilisoly. Wheeling, W. Va. 
| Smith . "MeDonough. Vickery & Co, Carle Brothers. 











NEW ainatTe POULTRY 


b4i 4! J S07. Somethi is 
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—¥ i natu Revaral colors. lone, 


b PAUSohih, J&,, Box i, Presport, Tila 














Teaching and Teachers }’ 


Dr. Trumbull’s book, “ Teaching and 
Teachers,” has @r ady found its way into 
the hands of Many thousand Sunday- 
school workers. It is to-da er 
handbook on Sunheromeentice 


“ Every teacher in Sunday-school will feel 
his work widened in scope by reading this 
ase It is by far the best that ps kon ap- 
pea or is likely to appear, on ¢ ic 
and the dheveughiien wa which this calle 


id be bi to ‘ 
school in the imeapeskabe oa ne 
A book of 390 pages, bound in cloth. Size, 7% 
5% inches. Price,gx. For sale by booksellers, 
or mailed, postpaid. by the publishers. 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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COPYRIGHT, 
“UNEASY. RESTS THE HEAD 


that wears a crown,” unless it’s polished with 


SAPOLIO. 


It is a solid cake of Scouring Soap. 
next house cleaning. 

Even a king can secure cheap comfort and easy 
relief from the cares of house-cleaning by the in- 
vyestment of a few cents ina cake of Bapolio, With 
it wonders can be accomplished in cleaning and 
scouring, for which purposes it has no equal, 
“Dirt defies the King,” but it abdicates wherever 
Sapolio makes its appearance and quickly, too. T 
a cake. No. 36. 


Try it in your 


 : Reduced Prices 
: o Dresses 
and Cloaks 


We wish to close out our en- 
tire line of winter suitings and 
cloakings during the next few 
weeks, and in order. to do so 


we move 

tions. In addition to this, we 
have made up a bargain list 
of sample garments, and are 









offering them at half price— 
~ even lower—as we wish to 
So them out wi t delay. 
Tailor-made suits, $5 up, 
a. were $8. es wd 
Stylish dresses, $6, 


merly $10 to $18. 
Bicycle suits, 4 former 
’ ps > ’ $8 to $1 e 

Skirts, $3.75, really worth, $6 to $8. 


ry $3, reduced from $6. 
Jackets, $3, former price, $6. 


We have also reduced prices on some of our suitings, 
and are offering several lines of suitings at 65 cents 
per yard; former price 90 cents to $1.15. 

Write to-day for.our winter catalog and samples of 
materials. ¢ will: mail it to you, together with our 
bargain list of reduced prices. rite now, as these gar- 
ments will undoubtedly be closed out very rapidly. 


THE NATIONAL CLOAK CO. | 
152 and 1584 West 23d St. New York 


THE LADIES’ DELIGHT — 
THE “HOLDFAST” 


ALUMINUM HAIRPIN 


THIS MAKES (T HOLD FAST | 
Pronounced by all using them the Best Hairpin a 
Curved to shape of head and locks in the hate, SO 1T | 
CANNOT FALL OUT. Swoother and lighter than Tor-| 
tolse Shell or Horn, and many times stronger. Will not 
a or break; size, 2% inches, polished or in black, Also 
and 4's inches. with menvy [renes, for braid or bonnet | 
y 


ae, Ap to dealers 
Sreainien of one large. Te 


CONSOLIDATED SAFETY PIN CO., 
Box g Bloomfield, N. J. 
of STEWART'S DUPLEX SAFETY PIN 











10 cents for sample of 6 


Also Makers 








are the best and most economical 
fs worn: they are made of fine cloth, both 
alike, and, being reversible, one collar is 
equal to two of any other kind. | 
fit well, look well, and wear well. A box of | 
te lars or five pairs of cuffs for twenty-five cents. 
sample collar and pair of cuffs by mail for six cents. 
Name style and size. Address, } 


EVERSIBLE COLLAR COMPANY 
st Milk Street, Boston, Mass. | 


KNICKERBOCKE 
No more round should Should 

and Suspender combined. 
usted. Worn with 





















oy ONES. 
ee Uae foe Se for be “aad prices. 


. owing all competi; 


‘de : x 2 : Sc 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


it Stands Alone! 


As the snow-capped summit | ment of making a dime equal to a dollar 
of an isolated mountain peak, all | i purchasing power} Quaker Oats 
a-glitter with the slanting sun- | has done this, plac @ ing within the 
shine, compels the gaze of the | grasp of the weal thy and poor 
dweller in the valley, so ™ the greatest 
food and diet- 
deli cacy. In the 
Mmansions of the rich, in the cot- 
: pes of the poor, in princes’ 
alaces and in dingy tene- 









































does the exalted pre-eminence o 
Quaker Oats @ challenge th 
intelligence 
of Christen 
it stands! 
ping, ments alike has 
Quaker Oats be- 

ome a house- ™ 


old word. To 


he epicure it 


over- 







s a dainty morsel 


cloud-reaching superiority res 
flecting the crowning glory 






of honor able success. Ypeptic a solace, 
Quaker ~* Oats might nd to the 
well. ser ve as the tex oor man a 

from whi ch to preach a pleasant 





sermon on ‘* The Reward o 
Real Merit,’’ for ofly by 
reason of its inherent excel 
lence has it become ‘*The 
@ crat of the Breakfast Table.’’ 


y, Offering 
wri to his whole 
9” most healthful and 
yy fiict. 

BD Quaker Oats has met with 





It has been said that, Sversal indorsement of 
man who succeeds i and that 
ing two blades ds Alone! 

\> grow where only ard of ex- 
before, is a public bene for a good 
How much greater the choice. 





So.o ONLY IN 2 Le. Packaces 


Small wonder 
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FISHIN’ JIMMY 


BY ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON 


This is altogether the most popular of Mrs. Slos- - 
son’s exquisite New England stories, “ Fishin’ 
Jimmy” is a devout, simple-hearted, mountain 
fisherman,—skilled in naturc-lorc, quick of sympa- 
thy, and artlessly ready in heroic self-sacrifice. To 
know him is to know better the fruitfulness of faith, 
and the uplifting power of an unselfish purposc. 


The book is now issued by the Publishers of 
The Sunday School Times. More than twenty 
thousand copies of it were circulated by its former 
publishers. It is bound in fine cloth, with frontis- 
piece illustration, and may be obtained of book- 
sellers, or will be mailed to any address for 


30 cents 


the publishers paying the postage. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
1033 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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‘a, 


& 
noaee > Pears ‘Soap. 


1883 “TI am told that my commen- 
dation of Pears’ Soap has 
NO opened for it a large sale in the 
PEA VER United States. I am willing to. 
it 5) stand by every word in favorof it 
iS Maer 7 that Iever uttered. A man must 
: be fastidious indeed who is not 
satisfied with it.” 

HENRY WARD BEECHER. 
PEARS’ SOAP is now sold ev- 
erywhere—used everywhere. | 


as 

eae 

Try Pears’ Shaving Stick. _ ; 
HE ORIGINAL ANOS BEG 




































AMERICAN FIRE 
Insurance Company. 


Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








CASH CAPITAL.,... 


Reserve for Reinsurance and ail 
ORNEF CIALIS, ... 0.0.00. 5.00- --oeeseeeeeeees 1,600,466.64 
Surplus over all Liabilities,.............. 309,117.89 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1896. 
$2,409,584.53. 
THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, ? lent. 
CHAS, P. PEROT, Vice-President, 
age el MARS, Sec. and Treas, 
WM. F.WILLIAMS, AsstoSec. © 
WM. B. KELLY, Gent. Agi. 
DIRECTORS : 





Thos, H. Montgomery, Charles P. Perot, 

*Israel Morris, os. E. Gillingham, 
emberton S. Hutchinson, “harles 5. Whelen, 

Alexander Biddle ward F. » 





” John S, Gerhard. 





GOLD MORTGAGES 
5% _SilicAss. 6% 


u 
FOR SALE AT PAR AN MEeRUED INTEREST 
Loan SHicasco. 
Orricers OlmEcToRsS 
EMERSON B. TUTTLE Owen F. Aldis Henry W. Sishop 
A Jaco’ 
President john M. Ciark Walter FQobb 
Norman Wi 


liame 
THOMAS IIUDSON Henry Dibtiee =O. W 
Secretary 


Emerson B, Tuttle 

















‘Make money print- 
ing for odath. Our 
$x5 press prints a 


OXFORD MAPS 





setting pas, printed | By Prof. H. S. Osborn, LL.D. 
rules. Send stamp 


for catalog, presess 
Cards, cire-\and supplies. to the 


hase, whtiioners’ and Sinai, St. Paul’s Travels. 











85 Press ry ELSEY & CO. These ep cots os e Srogwetton, and are 
save money. Mecidas - Conn. faege rooms. Fu soarty sand commendations sent. 
Boston Linen. Boston Bond, Bunker tit OXFORD MAP Publishers, Oxford, Ohio. 
r as x, §0 c6ents, | i oo ———_________________. 
Writing tpeld. Our costomers are ae: | Fer BEST and CHEAPEST larsee MADS 
Pa r .. Samust Warp Company, | of Paul's journeys, write the author, 
pe 49 Franklin Street, Boston. Rev. G. A. Starkweather, East Orange, N. J. 










The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trus 





Palestine, Western Asia, Egypt, 











A NEW QUARTERLY 


FOR THE 


HOME 
DEPARTMENT 


In recognition of the need for a special 
Quarterly for Home Departments, we 
have had prepared with great carea 
Home Department Quarterly, which is 
based on the International Lessons,and 
is so constructed as toeminently satisfy 
the peculiar needs of these scholars. 

Price, 4 cents each; 16 cents a year. 


W. A. WILDE & CO., - Boston, 








Two Pictures of Religious Sentiment 


Reduced price to close out the remainder of the lot, 
Former price, gt each; or $1.60 for both. Now, 60 
cents each ; or $1 for both. at once. 


Two steel-plate engravings 
of religious sentiment 


ne Coed Cetined, and “‘ The Shepherd of Jerusa- 
. ca . inches ; engraving, 
inches. Postpaid, carefoily packed, 60 cents Ezra 
$x for both. The R 





‘eligious Press Association, . 
1200 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





dn ordering goods, or in making inguiry concer 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige t 
ishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








: tworthy. 
the publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose 


s 


Should, however, an advertisement of a perty not having good commefcial credit be inadvertently inserted, 
thereby. 
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